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To my Honoured Friend, 


Re fi of 


SIR, 
Have received your Letter, 
and am extreamly well plea- 

"ſed with your Intentions of 

Publiſhing the Sermons of that 
| moſt Reverend Prelate, Dr. 

William Sancroft, Late Lord Arch« 

' Biſhop of Canterbury, which he 

' long ſince Preached, and made 

Public to the VVorld. Each 

of them in the Front of the 

Title, ſignifie to the View of 

A 3 the 
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the Reader, the remarkable Oc- 
caſions upon which they were 
Preached; and being through 
Length of Time become very 
{carce and difficult to be ob- 
tained, the Impreſſton of each 
of them, being worn out, I do 
not doubt but it will be an Ac- 
ceptable Service to all who not 
only Love Learning in general, 
but likewiſe the Memory of 
that Great Prelate, who had ſo 
oreat a ſhare of it himſelf, and 
daily Encouraged and Promo- 
ted it in others. 

The firſt of theſe Diſcourſes 
was Preached at St. Peter's Weſt- 
minſter on the firſt Sunday in 
Advent, 1660. juſt after the Re- 
Ritution of our Government in 


Church 


$a 
Church and State, wherein the 
Honour of our Church, and of 
Epiſcopacy is moſt Learnedly af: 
ſerted, againſt all the unrea- 
ſonable and weak Pretences and 
Arguments of the Aver/aries 
of Both ; and this at the Con- 
ſecration of Six Right Reverend 
Biſhops ; who very well de- 
ſerved the Honours were be- 
ſtowed upon them by that Ex- 
cellent Prince, King Charles the 
Second, not only for the Emi- 
nency of their Lives and Con- 
verſations , but of their Wri- 
tings, and other Public Services 
they did for the Preſerving 
and Defending our Eltabliſhed 
Church and Monarchy in theſe 
Realms in that Long Rebelinn , 

a 3 which 
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which had endeavoured the 
utter Ruin and Extirpation of 
Both. And whoever peruſes 
this Sermon, will find he hath 
handled it, as the Argument 
of it Fequires, and the Great- 
neſs of the Auditory, then ex- 
pected from him: And herein 
he gave an Early Taſte, not on- 
ly of his Abilities and Learning 

on this Subject, but of what 
he even then deſerved, and af- 
terwards arrived to, the Gr cateſt 
our Church could give him, 

and his Prince beſtow upon 
him. 

The ſecond was a Sermon, 
which he Preached before thc 
King at Whitehall , Ottober 19. 
| 666. on that Salemn Fait. 

which 


( vu ) 

which the Government had 
appointed to bewail the Afﬀto- 
niſhing Judgment of AI- 
mighty God upon the City of 
London , by that Prodigious 
Fire, which laid it in Duſt 
and Aſhes : Whercin he ſhews 
himſelf to be a great Maſter of 
Devotion and Piety, by ex- 
citing the ſame in others, and 
Encouraging the whole Nati- 
on toa real Senſe of thoſe Evils 
they had ſuffered, and to a {c- 
rious and timely Repenrance of 
all their Sins, leaſt a worſe 
thing fell upon them. 

The third Diſcourſe was 
Delivered likewiſe before the 
Houſe of Peers on the 13th. 
of November, 1678, being ho 

a 4. Faſt 


( viit ) 
Faſt Day appointed by His 
Aajeſty to implore the Mexr- 
cies of Almighty God in the 
Protection of his Majeſties Sa- 
cred Perſon and his Kingdoms, 
from the Attempts and Machi- 
nations, that were then on 
Foot by the ſeveral Parti/ans 
of the Church of Rome. 

All of which Diſcourſes 
were extorted from him, and 
made Public by the Requeſt 
and Authority of thoſe, before 
whom he Preached, contrary 
to the Inclination of his Mind, 
and ſingular Modeſty, which 
was indeed Peculiar to him, 
having ever affected a great 
Privacy in his Thoughts and 
Writings, being reſolved never 

| : NO, 


(ix ) 
to appear in Print, if he could 
with any Decency avoid the 
Importunitty or Commands of thoſe, 
who requeſted the Publiſhing 
of them. 

But I ſhall fay nothing more 
coicerning theſe Diſcourſes, but 
leave them to the Peruſal of 
the Judicious Reader, as you 
deſire. 

All that I have now to do is 
only to give you a {hort Cha- 
racter of this Excellent Per ſon : 
Though, I am very Conſcious 
to my ſelf, that my Abilities 
are not equal to this Attempt, 
which I have at your requeſt 
undertaken ; and therefore I 
have rather choſen to Sacri- 
hce my little Reputation to 

your 


(XxX) 

your kind Importunity and 
the Public Cenſure, then 
that this little Volum of Ser- 
mons ſhould go unprefac'd to 
the World. I am exceeding 
ſenſible of the Boldneſs here- 
in of the moſt ingenious De- 
{1gner, to draw his Priture, as 
it ought to be, and the moſt 
Skilful Hand would be at a 
Loſs for the true Features and 
Lineaments of this Great Man ; 
but the beit, though the moſt 
diticult, Enterprizc, ought not 
to meet with any Diſcourage- 
ment, when it is deſigned well; 
and not only: for a Private but 
2 Public Good too. 

His Lite was the Tranſcript 
of thoſe excellent _— 

an 


( x1) 
and Virtues , which -ufually 
Adorned the Lives of the Pr:- 
mitive Biſhops ; and as no one 
could know more what belong- 
cd to the Character of a true 
Prelate, fo no one Practiſed it 
better. He Gradually Arri- 
ved to his Greatneſs, by ear- 
ly Notices in the World : And, 
while a Youth, and under the 
Government of his Parents, he 
was always addicted, through 
the Pregnancy of his Genius, 
to a great Senſe of Priety and 
Goodneſs , and out-ſtriped the 
great Care and Education of 
his Maſters, by the large 
Steps and Progreſs he daily 
made in Learning and Reli- 
oi0n, Cambridge was the Place 


he 
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he came to, when he at firſt 
appeared in the World, and 
ſo became the happy Mo- 
ther of this Renowned *Prelate, 
in the very Bloom of his 
Years: Which is a juſt Honour 
to that great Seat of Learn- 
ing , and which any other 
Unrverſity I am fure would juſt- 
Iy boaſt of He was ſettled 
in Emmanuel College, and no 
ſooner there, but he gave the 
World thoſe Early Hopes of 
him, as he made good pre- 
ſently after in many of the 
oreat Actions of his Lite. 

His Accompliſhments in Hu- 
man Literature were very \ur- 
priſing, and within a very lit- 
tle while after his being _ 
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he became Maſter of the 
whole Circle of it : Which up- 
on all Occaſions in Public as 
well as in Private, ſhewed it 
ſelf very remarkably. In this 
he had a peculiar Talent, be- 
ing an admirable Critic in all 
the Antient and Clathc Know- 
ledge, both among the Greeks 
and Romans, He had through- 
Iy digeſted all their Learning 
in Poetry and Hiſtory, and this 
without the leaſt Aﬀectation 
of Vanity , or Oftentation of 
Learning. He attained to that 
Perfection in it, that as it was 
his Divertion, ſo he made it 
an Advancement to his other 
Studies. He made it ſubſer- 
vient to the carrying on his 

Un- 
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unwearied Labours in Theology. 
In this he ſpent the greateſt 
part of his Time, and culti- 
vated the Soyl, in which it 
was planted to fo great a height, 
that it became exceeding Fruit- 
ful ; and I do not doubt, within 
a ſhort ſpace of Time, but that 
the Learned World will be the 
better for many Noble Fruits 
and Productions of it. Were 
there only theſe , which we 
now Preſent you with, it 
would be ſufficient to Demon- 
ſtrate the Greatneſs of the Per- 
ſon, and the Excellency of his 
Learning. 

The Great Men of that 
Time, who were juſtly Celebra- 


ted for Learning, and Honoured 
with 


(xv ) 

with thoſe Rewards in the 
Church, that might make them 
Public Benefits and Examples 
to the World, quickly took 
Notice of Him, as a Perfſon, 
who was growing into Great- 
neſs, and whoſe Extraordinary 
Parts and Abilities would ſoon 
Ripen him for the Greateit 
Employments his Profeſſion 
could Entitle him too. He 
was intimately Known to all 
the Learned Biſhops of that 
Age, and particularly to the 
Moſt Reverend Doctor Fohn 
Coſens, Lord Biſhop of Dur- 
ham , who had fingled him 
out to be his Chaplain, and 
(which was a far greater Ho- 
nour to him ) His Friend 

and 


( xVv1 ) 
and Confident : He was moſt en- 
tirely Beloved by all the Great 


Ones, both in Church and 


State, and ſo might have com- 
manded whatever he could 
have defired in the Church, 
from thoſe, who had ſo ma- 
ny excellent Preferments in 
their Donations : But Privacy 
and a retired Life , was the 
only thing he Coveted ; and 
preferred to all the greateſt 
Employments they could be- 
ftow upon Him. Becauſe 
this did beſt Improve his 
Mind, as it gave him the 
largeſt Opportunities of lay- 
ing in the greateſt Stock and 


ty 1 


Treaſure of Knowledge and | 


Wiſdom : Which he eſteemed 


aboye 


! 


{ 
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above all the Honours and 
Wealth in the Kingdom. 
He never did defire either 
to be Rich or Great, but 
to be as Knowing as he 
could be; waich he thought 
could never be obtained, 
but by Eaſe and wetneſs, 
and by Pains and Study , 
which are very much In- 
terrupted by Public Buſi- 
neſs and Employments. And 
being therefore bleſſed with 
admirable natural Parts, and 
Qualifications of Mind, he 
refolved to take this Courle, 
to obtain the End he Aim'd 
at, of gaining as much Learn- 
ing as he could, to render 


b him 
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him every way Serviceable | 
to his Profeſſion and to the - 


World. 
He had an Underſtanding 
that was extended to all the 


Parts of uſeful Knowledge, | 
and this improvd by 'Ira- ! 


vel and Foreign Converlſati- 
on. He ſpent ſome Years 
in France and Italy, amongſt 
the moſt Learned Perſonages 
that thoſe Countries could 
boatt of. Here he proſecu- 


ted his Studies with an In- - 


defatigable Induſtry , Cour- 
ted and Beloved by every 
one, for the ſingular Mode- 


ity and Afﬀability of his 


Mind and Temper, and for | 
his : 


HY FO HT 
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| his great Attainments in 
all manner of Knowledge, 


that could render him not 
only an Honour to his 
Country and Profeſſion, but 


| highly Acceptable to all 


| Learned and Ingenious Per- 

{ons. 
Some time before the Re- 
ftauration of our Government, 
he returned to his Native 
Soyl, and lived in that Pri- 
vacy and Retirement , which 
was ſo ſuitable to his Tem- 
per , till the Place of his 
Education in the Unve /tty; 
became the Scene of his 
Governmenr : Wherein that 
| College may jalily boaſt of 
it's 


( xx ). 
it's Happineſs, by reaſon of 
the great Prudence and W\/- 
dom, which was Viſible to 
every one of the Fellows, by 
his Caretul Management of 
their Afﬀairs, giving every 
dry Inſtances of his great 
Undzritanding, and clear In- 
{1ght in the Nature of Bnjmeſs, 
and in his moſt Obliging De- 
portment toevery Member of 
that Society ; Who were encou- 
raged by his great Example 
to Taborious Study, and to 
the Froſecution of the Greateſt 
Attempts in Learning. 
Here he ſtaid not long, 
but was by that Wiſe and 
Diſcerning Prince, King 
Charles | 
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SS 

Charles the Second, Recom- 
mended to the Deanary of 
St. Pauls; St. Pauls heing 
through Length of Time, 
and a Barbarous Rebellion, 
become very much Decay 'd 
and Ruin'd; it was necellary 
that ſo Charitable a Perſon 
ſhould be fix'd in that Pf, 
in order to contrive V Vays 
for the Repairing of her 
Breaches, and the Decays She 
then lay under. None TI 
am ſure had a larger Heart 
for ſuch an Undertaking, and 
a more eager Inclination 
to endeavour all he could 
to Reſtore her to her former 
Beauty: And in Order ncie- 

b 3 unto, 


( xX11 )) 
unto, while he fate in this 
Chair, no one could have 
Husbanded her Revenues with 
a more frugal , and yet de- 
cent Oeconomy , in order 
to Advance her to her 
Greatneſs , wherein She ap- 
peared in former Ages. But 
while he was carrying on 
this Noble Deſign, it fell a 
Sacrifice to that diſmal Con- 
flagration , and had Burning 
inſtead of Beauty, However 
this fatal Judgment which 
befel this Renowned City, 
and Noble Structure which 
had been the Honour of our 
Nation, and the Admiration 
of all -the World, tor ma- 


ay | 
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ny Ages, did not leſſen his 
ſingular Zeal for the Houſe 
of God. His Labours and 
Solicitations in order to the 
Re-building of it, were un- 
wearied, and he was as is 
| ligent to raiſe this Reve- 
rent Pyle out of its Aſhes, 
as he had been before to 
ſupport it in its Ruin. 

Here he continued for 
many Years, Adorning the 
Poſt he was in, by Re-buil. 
ding the Deanary, and Im- 
proving its Revenue, and car. 
rying on his great Reſo- 
lution of doing all the 
Good he could to the 
Church in General, and to 

Db 4 his 
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his Own in Particular : While 
this was the daily Object 
of his Thoughts, and Acti- 
ons, he was "unexpectedly, 
and without the leaſt Incli- 
nation in Himſelf, Advan- 
ced to the See of Canterbury, 
'This Promotion, as it was an 
AX of Grace, which flow'd 
from the Great Benignity 
of his Prince; ſo it was the 
Effect of that Judgment in 
his Majeſty, which all the 
World acknowledged to be 
remarkable in him. And in- 
deed it was not poſſible. 
for him to lie long hid , 
though He Induſtriouſly 
fought it , and ſeemed ra- 

: ther | 
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( xxV ) 
ther to be earneſtly com. 
pelled to the Acceptance of 
it, than through any natu. 
ral Deſire after Greatneſs diſ- 
poſed towards it. No ſooner 


that the World knew of 


his Nomination to the See, 
but his Advancement thither 
met with an Univerſal Joy 
and Satisfaction. Every one 
were ſenſible of what hap- 


_ py Days this truly Primitroe 


and Apoſtolical Church of Eng- 
land would enjoy under his 
Zealous Patronage, and how 
much Learning would flou- 
riſh in theſe Kingdoms un- 
der his Auſpicious Influ- 
ence and Protection : And 

{0 


ESE: 
ſo indeed it hath, He being 


oenerally known to be a 
hearty and faithful Friend 
to all that had any Merit 
to expect his Favour, or 
deſire it. He carefully ſought 
out ſuch Perſons for the 
Service. of the Church in thoſe 
Prefe rx1ents, that fell within 
his Gift, as were of appro- 
ved Abilities, of great Learn- 
ing, and of Exemplary Lives 
and Converſations. He had . 
a Heart enlarged to the 
greateſt Ho Joſprliry that 
could be , his Charity 
was Diffuſive to all man- 
ner of Objects relating there- 
unto. He was a conſtant 


Friend 


| 
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Friend to Learning, to Re- 
ligion, and to our Eſtabliſhed 
Church, and deſigned to wear 
away the Remains of his 
Life, his Eſtate, and his In- 
tereſt for the Encouragement 
and Preſervation of them. 
He had for many Years 
been Collecting a Uſeful Li- 
brary of the beſt Books in 
every Science, but Particu- 
larly Philology, Hiſtory and 
Dromity ; and all theſe of. 


+ the beſt Editions, which he 


at firſt Deſigned for the 
Public Library at Lambeth ; 
but afterwards he altered his 


Intentions, and ſent this No- 


ble Preſent to his own College, 
Eo: where 


( xXxXViill ) 
where they Deſign an Ho- 
nourable Apartment to their 
Library in Commemoration 
of ſo uſeful and generous 
a Benefaction. 

He was a great Admirer 
of the Excellency of our ; 
Liturgy, in the laſt Alterati- ' 
ons of which, juſt after the 
Reſtitution of our Govern- 
ment in Church and State, as 
he was very much concern- 
ed, ſo he was a conſtant. 
Attender upon the Public 
Worſhip of G OD, both in 
Private and in Public. His 
Behaviour was always ex- | 
ceeding Grave, and Compo- 
ſed, and when-ever preſent 
at 


( xx } 
at the Public Service of 
the Church, he had not only 
a Habit of Scriouſnels, viſibly 
dwelt upon his Mind and 
Spirit, but a Reverend and 
Profound Humility, which 


| appeared in the great De- 
' votion of his Heart. In a 
' Word, he had all the Vir- 


tue and Qualification, both of 
a Great and of a Good Man ; 
he was a Wiſe Prelate, a 


moſt Learned Drune, an U- 


niverſal Scholar, a Juſt Man, 
a Faithful Friend, an Excel- 
lent Councellor, a Kind and 


* Tender Maſter to his Ser- 


vants, a great Benefattyr to 
others, a "Thankful Beneficiary, 
where 


SE 


where he was obliged, him- 
ſelf a Zealous Aſerter of his 
Religion, againſt Popery on 


the one ſide; and Fanaticiſm | 


on the other, and (in ſhort) * 


all the ſingle Perfections | 


that make many Men Emi- 
nent, were United in this 
Primate, and rendcrd him 
; Thuftrious. mw 
| Fhus IT have venturd | 
in haſt to give you my 
Thoughts of this moſt Re- 
verend Prelate, while he li- 
ved, and I am confident you 
earneſtly expect at the ſame 
Time, I ftould ſay ſomething 
how he Died. All that I 


thall obſerve, is, that his 
Re- 
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Retirement into the Coun- 
try was wholly in order 
thereunto, that he might- lay 


his Remains in the very ſame 
| Soyl, where he firit recei- 
| ved his Being. His Time 


was ſpent moſt in Prepara- 
tion for his great Change, 


which he expected with the 
ſame Joy and Pleaſure of 


| Mind, as others are wont 
| to do their Advancements 


to Honour and Greatneſs. 
The World was what he 
never Loved, but only for 
thoſe Opportunities it gave 


him of doing Good. He 


parted with his Life with 
the ſame Submillion to Di- 
Vine 


( xXXx1l ) 

vine Providence, as the 
Chriſtians of Old did, with 
an humble Chearfulneſs and 
Reſignation of Spirit. He 
ſpent moſt of his Time in 
Privare Devotion and Cha- 
rity, in daily Prayers to 
God, for Himſelf and the 
whole World, in Reading 
and Meditations, and what- 
ever Duties are neceſlary 
for a Good Man, and a 
Dying Chriſtian. He was 
ſome Months before he Dy- 
ed, ſeized with a Fit of an 
Ague, which confined him 
to his Bed for many Weeks. 
The third Fit proved ſo 
exceeding violent, that it 

was 
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was in great Likelihood to 
have Maſtered his Nature 
and Conſltitution, and Carry- 
ed him off; every one &- 
bout him thinking; and His 
Grace likewiſe finding, His 
Strength ſo far gone, that 
it ſeemed impoſſible for him 
to have Grapplcd with a- 
nother. However, it was di- 
verted , though againſt his 
Inolinations , by the Cortex 
Perwutanus , being more de- 
firous to Dye than Live. 

He was, for many Days in 
Proſpect of Death, which he 
ſaw as it approached , and 
felt it come on by Degrees ; 
and to the very laſt Mirate 


G of 
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of his Expiring Breath (ha- 
ving placed Himſelf in a po. 
{ture of Dying, and Order- 
ing the Recommendatory Prayer 
in the Service of the /i/ttation 
of the Sick to be read to him : 
He immediately Reſ1gned his 
Spirit to Almighty God) and 
thereby gave all that were a- 
bout him great Cauſe to Ad- 


mire his Faith towards G O D, 
his Zeal to his Church, his 
Conſtancy of Mind, his Contempt 


of the World; his Univerſal 
Charity to all Mankind, and 
his Chearful Hopes of E- 


ternity. 


He Dyed on the Twen- 


ry Fourth of November 5 
between 
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between: Twelve and One 
of ' the \Clock, and was Bu- 
ried 'on the . Twenty Se- 
venth, between- Eight and 
Nine, 'very Privately ( as 
He himſelf Ordered it ) in 
Freſmgfield Church-Yard, on 
the- Sourh-de , 'as near the 
Wall, as they could Lay 
Him. A Place indeed of 
his Own Chuling , Sixteen 
Years '. Since , at which 
Time, he was Nominated 
to the See of CANT ER- 
B URY: But before his 
Inſtalment, he took a Jour- 
ney down into SU F- 
FOLK, to ſee his Re- 
lations, and his Native 

C 2 Place, 


( xxxV1) | 
Place , and then told his 
Friends, they {houJd Bury. : 
Him There, in Caſe He | 
ſhould Dye in that Coun- 
try, Though afterwards 
he Changed his Intenti: | 
ons , and made a Place for 
his Interment in his own 
Palace at LAMBET H: 
But upon his Deprivation, 
and Return to the Place of 
his Nativity , he Re-afſu- 
med his — Reſolutions, 
and Diſpoſed of his Body 
4s above mentioned, and 
his SO D L into the Arms 
of his Deareſt SAVE 


OUR; 
What 
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What then Remains for 
Us, but to Preſerve the 
Memory of. his Great  Vir- 
tue. always freſh in our 


Minds , and Expreſs as far 


as we are able, the. Copy 
of them _ in _ our - Practice ; 
for this will be the beſt 


: Way of Remembring. the 


Dead, (which brings in 
moſt Advantage to the Li- 
ving, and the. trueft Way 
to Honour Him , is. to I- 
mitate what was ſo good, 
and highly Commendable 
in Him : When the Piety and 
Humility , the Juſtice and 
Charity, and all the ©- 
ther Excellent Endear- 


ments 


( XxXV1u1i ) 
ments: of this :Great Per- 
fon, axe kept Alrve', .and 
ſhewn--:in -the.; Converla- 
tion of. thoſe that. Survive 
Him: It is only theſe 
. Virtoves:,,; which _ have Car- 
ried thaſe - that:; have TONE 
before Us, _ which can 
Carry-...Us. . too, in the 
End:,'to a joyful Reſur: 
reQiori, c 

+; Thus, Worthy Sir, I have 
at your Requeſt, ventured 
to-giye you a brief Account 
of this moſt Excellent Prelate, 
and am very Conſcious to my 
{clt, the Charatter I have gi- 
ven:you of Hm, is Infinite- 
ly ſhort of his Extraordinary 
Merit. 
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( xXXxXix ) 
Merit. I might have infifted 
upon many. Peculiar Paſlages 
of the Life and Actions of 
this Great Man, which would 
have been more Honourable 
to him,there being:no V Vay 
ſo Advantagious of drawing 
out: Excellent Perſons, as by 
ſhewing the Draught which 
they have:made of them. 
ſelves, their. own moſt. Com- 
mendable Actions making 
them more truly Illuftrious, 
than all the Paint and Varniſh 
of an abſtracted Eloquence : 
Eſpecially, becauſe this is of 
more Ule, and a better Help 
to Imitation. 


But 


(xl) 
But TI have choſen rather 
to give you my Thoughts of 
Him, in the General, not; | 
doubting: but ſome more Per- 
feat and Larger:Account will. 
in due Time be Publiſhed ' 
concerning Am. However, | 
I have this | SatisfaCtion, that | 
you will, I am ſure, Accept 
of my poor Endeayours here: | 
in, having obeyed your Com. | 
mand with the ſame Chear:! 
fulneſs, and Readineſs, where: 
with you are wont to Oblige} 


Sir, Your Moſt Humble | 


and Obedient Servant, | 


A[ | 


me , » 


£ eel 
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PREACHED. 


In S. Peter's Weſtminſter, on the firſt Sun- 


day in Advent, at the Conſecration of tlie 
Right Reverend Fathers in God, 


JoHN Lord Biſhop of Durham, 
WiLLIaM Lord B. of S. Davids, 
BENJaMiN Lord Biſhop of Peterb. 
HucH Lord Biſhop of Landaft, | 
RICHARD Lord Byſhop of Carllile, 
BRIAN Lord Byh. of Cheſter, and 
JoHn Lord Biſhop of Exeter. 


| + ——_— 


By the Moſt Reverend Father in God, W:lli\ } 
am Sancroft , Late Lord Arch-Bithop of | 


Canterbury. 
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Apoc. 1. 20. Septem Stelle Angeli ſunt Septem Eccleſiaruth 
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REVERENDO © 


CHRISTO 
PaTR1I, ac DoMINO, 


> an JOHANNI Eeriscoro 


DUNEBMENSI, 


EOQUE NOMINE JURA 


HABENTI COMITIS PALATINI 

SACRA THEOLOGTA PROFESSORI 

VETERIS SCRIPTURARUM CANONIS 
ADSER TORI, ET VINDICT 


CPETROBURGENSIS EX DECANO, | 


DECANO DESIGNATO 
DUNELMENSTS JDIU CANONICO, JAM 
ETIAM Kay, 


kcCLEsL#4 ANGLK.. ET FILIO, ET -PATRI OPTIMC 


| HOMERNEZ., ET _NUPRA,' 
| KOMANEJOPPUG NATORI STRENVO 


| 


VETERIS,ET PRIMITIVE,UT 
(& 
DMIRA TORI PERPETUO 


| 


CCATHOLICE )CV TORI DEVOTISSIMO, 
Owing, » Owl yy 


| 
SENY + VIRO,|. 


— 


l—_— 
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V IR O, 


2v7, INUTRIUSQUE FOR TUNA SEU DURIS, SEU LUBRICI 
EODEM ANIMI TENORE USUS, 


Cv, BONE, MaL.*Q; FAME MEDIO PERGENTI, 
NEC AB EA, QUAM FIXERAT ECCLIES14, 


VERITATIS LINIA RECEDENTI USPIAM, 
(UTPOTE NEC HuUJUS EONVITIS. TERRITO, 


NEC ILLIUS ILLECEBRIS DELINITO :;} 
_UBIQ; SUI SIMILI UNDIQ: terre, 


NON VICTA SOLUM, SED ET TRIUMPHATA, 
ET, QUANTUMUIS GARRULA, OBMUTUIT :; 


HANC CONCIUNCHLAM, 


| | 


L.MQ. D.D. C Q. 
GUILHELMUS SANCROFT, 


PRESBYTER INDIGNUS, 


PATERNITATI EJUS A SACRIS. 


"I 


NONDUM PAR ANIMO PERICULUM INVENIT: 


CESSIT TANDEM CAL IMA, > 4 


PERPETULE OBSERV ANTLE PIGNUS,E Moniourey | 


- 
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- JaSSU CONCEPTAM, (*) Ne ijs quidem} 
EFUS NATAM AVSPICIIS, omiſhs, quz, pre fu- 
HORTATU, ET MANDATO ga temporis,viva vox} | 
IN LUCEM EDITAM (*) exequi non potuit. | * 
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For this cauſe left I thee in Creet, that 


thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things, 
that are wanting, and ordain Elders 


in every City, as 1 had appointed 
thee. 


His Epiſtle is one of the three, 

not unfitly ſtyled the Zierar- 

chical Epiſtles, de ſtata Eccle- 
; fraſtico compoſite, as (a) Ter-(a) Adv. 
! zullian ſpeaks : being ſo many Reſcripts Mer | 5: 
| # Apoſtolical to Timothy , and Titus (the 
| } One deſired by St. Paul to ftay at Ephe- 


þ 


+ ſus, Primate of A4/ra; the Other /ef? in 


| | za the Houle f 


| | Creet.) Metropolitan of that, and (b)(b) Yi 
” the neighbour Iſlands ;) directing them, , Career, 
'* (c) how they ought to behave themſelves s:ripr. Eecleſ. 

{e of God, which is .the'Church (c) hs 
of the living God. True and genuine * 


Decretal Epiſtles ; not like. that. coun- 
Blondelli 


tegfeir Ware, which (d) 1fdore Merca-(9) File D. 
; A} tor, 


Pſeudo- Ifidor. 


(e) De DoF, 
Chriſtian. 
L, 4+ C. 16, 


(f) 1 Pet. 2. 
2571 


(2) 
tor, under venerable Names, hath had: th 
the hardineſs to obtrude upon the World ;' de 
but of the right ſtamp, and alloy; and: te: 
ſuch, as St. A4uzu/tine laith, (e) a Biſhop: ſo 
ought always to carry in his Hand, and” th 
co have before his Eyes. #h 
The Yerſe, I have read to you, fol-: g 
lowing immediately upon the Salutation, | If 
begins the Body of the Epi/tle it (elf;* g: 
and, like an ingenious, and well-con-' P 
triv'd Perſpefive, give us, from the ve-. 
ry Front, a fair ProſpeCt into the Con- | I 
tents of the whole. It 1s, as it were, a. { 
kind of Magzcal Glaſs ; in which an Eye, | t 
not blind with Tgnorance, nor blear*d | a 
with Paſſion, may ee diſtinly rhe Face } { 
of the Primitive Church, in that Golden 5 
Age of the Apoſtles ; the Plat-form of | \ 
her Government ; the beautiful Order} : 
of her Hierarchy; the Original, and} ; 
Derivation of her chicf Officers, nd | 
their ſubordination both to one ano- © : 
ther, and te Chriſt, (f) the great Biſhop | 
of our Souls, in the laſt Reſort ; together | | 
with the Manage, and Dirc&tion of the | 
moſt important Acts of the Government, | 
both in point of Ordization and Juriſdiftie | 
on to6., For here we have TNygzofumiges | 
7 mA Elders p that 15 Bilhops ( as 
ſhall be ſhewed in due time) diſpos'd 
of City by. City in every City One: 
$2 | thele 


had! 


Id ; 
nd 
hop 


nd” 


ol- 
n, 
If; 
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EC 
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cn 
theſe Biſhops both ordained, and or- 


dered, conſtituted, and correted ; crea- 


ted, and governed by Titus alone ; and 
ſo He, in right of the Premiſles, no 0- 
ther, than (g) Metropolitan, or Arch-Bi- (gy vide &- 


ſhop there; the Angel, or the Arch-An- v7": 


Armachan. 
gel rather of the whole Church of Creet. j, orig. me- 


If you ask, who fix'd him the Intelli- rropoliſ. pag; 
gence of {o large an Orbe; *rwas St. 7% 7*: 
Paul himſelf, CYou have rhat too in the 


: Text) For this Cauſe left I thee in Creet. 
If yet higher, your Curiofity will needs 
ſee the Derivation of Sr. Pau/'s Power 


roo; He opens his Commillion, verſe x. 
and ſpreads it before You, ſtyling him- 
ſelf a Servant of God, and an Apoſtle of 
Feſus Chriſt, One ſent abroad into the 
World by his Commiſſion, ated, and 
aſſiſted by his Spirit , to plant, and to 
govern Churches after this Scheme, and 
Model. So that my Text, like (h) Ho <) I1. O, 


' mer's Symbolical Chain, conſiſts, you ee, 
; of many Links; but the Higheſt is tyed 
: to the Foot of Jupiter's Throne : or ra- g 
; ther, like Jacob's Myſterious Ladder, the 6) Gen-xviu. 


12. Yerſio. 


! Foot of it ſtands below in Bethel, x. 
the Houſe of God, (i) 'H 5 want &; # 


:ezrdy, the Head of it is in Heaven, and {/, — 


God himſelf ſtands at the top of it, and minum innix. 


(1) leans upon it, and keeps it firm ; #7 6le-Lxx- 
FE Ti ene 


Angels Aſcending and Deſcending upon ,”;*": 
l 


. tn «avris 


A 4 1 


Cm) Dial, 


(n) Matth, 
XXviii, 19, 


(o) Joh. xx, 


| i. 4 
@ <9 


A . 


(4) 
ir in the intermedial degrees ; the Biul 
ſnops of the Church, like thoſe bleſſed? « 


miniſtring Spirits, inceſſantly bringing? i 


down. the Commands of God to the} 

Church in, their Do&rin, and carrying 
up the Prayers of the Church before ; 
God?s, Throne, in their Holy Offices, ® 
and Interceſſions. So that, you ſee, | 
this holy (m) Oy!, which without mca- 
{ure was ſhed upon the Head of our great © 


High Prieſt, (n) (all Power being. gi- i. 


VEeH to Him, both in Heawven, and Earth;) : 
runs dgwn in full ſtream «po the Beard : 
(for, (0) As my Father (ent me, laith he 9 
co his Diiciples, ewes /0 ſend I you;) and 
ſo by, and through, them ro their Suc- þ 
ceſſours, holy Biſhops, and Presbyrers, | 
even dowy. to the Skirts of his Garment : | 
For in this comly and Cx quiſite Order, þ 


we find 16 1 my Text, 7 For this Cauſe 7 L 
(Paul an Apoſtle of Fejus Chriſt,) left thee | 


(Titus). i» Creet, that thou fhoxldejt ſet 


in order (ox, .corret() the things, that are | 
wanting, aud ordain Eiders in every C ity, T 


as T had appointed thee; 
In which Words-iwe have theſe three 
Parts. | 

"Firſt, The Erection of 2 Powes in the 
Perſon of Titus, a Metropolitical Power 
over the whole Iſlagd « of Creet ; 4 left 
thee in Creet, | 


os | Secondly, 


[f 
q 


[ 
1 
| 


. (5) 
Bi-7 Secondly, The end of this Inſtitution, 
led} or the Uſe, and Exerciſe of this Power, 
Ing? ina double Inſtance, #opb3y, x rhintvar, 
thes to Order, and to Ordain ; to Corre&t 
| 7 and Conſtitute ; to make Biſhops, and to 
7 govern them (p) Keias, » xepmvlz, as (p) Theophy), 
* the Greek Scholia have it : For this cauſe--. In Hypoth. 
e,* that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order what was 
* wanting, and ordain Elders in every City. 
at} Thirdly, The Limitation of All to 
=) Apoſtolical Preſcript, and DireCtion;both 
5 Ordination, and Juriſdiction too, the 
! whole Office muſt be managed, 'vs #& 
; ou Nemtdulw, As I had appointed thee. 
Theſe are the Parts. 
Of which that I may ſo ſpeak, and 
# you {ſo hear, and all of us ſo remember, 
: © and fo practice, that God's holy Name 
4 may be glorified, and we all built up in 
# theknoledge of that Truth, which is ac- 
# cording unto Godlineſs ; Webeſeech God 
! the Father, in the Name of his Son Fe- 
* ſus Chriſt, to give us the ailiſtance of his 
; Holy Spirit. 
And in theſe, and all other our Supplica- 
© tions, let us always remember to pray for 
{ Chriſt's Holy Catholic Church, i. e. for the 
\ * whole Congregation of Chriſtian People, dis 
ſperſed through. the whole World; That it 
would pleaſe Almighty God to purge out of 
it all Schiſm, Error and Hereſie, aud to 
| unite 


(6) 
unite all Chriſtians in one Holy Bond of 
Faith and Charity ; that ſo at length the 
happy Day may draw upou us, in which all 
that do i894 his Holy Name, may agree 
in the trath of his Holy Word, and live in 
Unity, and godly Love. More eſpecially 
let us pray for the Churches of England, 


Scotland and Ireland : That the God of | 
Peace, who maketh Men to be of one Mind ' 


ina Houſe, would make us All of one Soul, 
and of one Spirit, that again we may meet 
together, and praiſe Him with one Heart 
and Mouth, and worſhip him with one Ac- 
cord in the Beauty of Holineſs. To this 
end, Tam to require you moſt eſpecially to 
pray for the K ing's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
our Sovereign Lord Charles, by the Grace 
of God, King of England, Scotland, France 
and Ircland, Defender of the Faith, and 
Supream Governor in theſe His Realms, and 
in all other his Dominions and Countries, 
over all Perſons, in all Cauſes, as well Fc- 
cleftaſtical, as Temporal : That God would 
Eſtabliſh His Throne jn Righteouſneſs, and 
His Seed to all Generations. Alſo for our 
gracious Lady Mary the ueen-Mother, for 
the moſt Iliuſtrious Prince, James Duke of 
York, and fir the whole Royal Family : 
That God wonld tak: them all into 
His Care, and make them the Taftruments 
of His Glory, © and the good and welfare of 
theſe 


0 
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(7) 
theſe Nations. Further, let us pray for 
the Miniſters of God's Holy Word and 
Sacraments, as well Arch-Biſhops, and Bi- 
ſhops, as other Paſtors and Curates ; for the 
Lords and others of his Majeſties moſt Ho- 
nourable Council ; and for all the Nobilit 


and Magiſtrates of the Realm : That All, 
and every of theſe, in their ſeveral Cal- 
' lings, may ſerve truly and painfully to the 


Glory of God, and the edifying, and well 
governing of his People, remembring the 
account that they muſt make. Let us alſo 
pray for the Univerſities of this Land, 
Cambridge and Oxford : That God would 
water them with his Grace, and fill conti- 
wie them the Nurſeries of Religion and 


* Learning to the whole Land. Let us pray 
* for the whole Commons of this Realm : That 


remembring at laſt from whence they are 
faln, they may repent, and do the firſt works, 
living henceforth in Faith and Fear of God, 
in humble Obedience to their King, and 
in Brotherly Charity one to another. Fi- 
wally, let us praiſe God for all thoſe that 
are alread dared out of this Life in the 
Faith of Chri , and pray unto God we may 
have Grace to dire our Lives after their 


good Examples ; that, this Life ended , we 


may be made partakers with them of the 
glorious ReſurreFion in the Life Everlaſt ing. 
Por which, and for all other needful Bleſ- 


fings, 


(q) Suzr. adv. 
Fett. Angl.l. 2. 
C. 12. f, Bel- 


(8) 
fings , let us fay together the Prayer of OK 
Lord, who hath taught us to ſay, Our Fa- 
ther, & -. 


For this Cauſe left I thee in Creet, &c. 
The Erefting of the Power, that's the 
firſt; I /efe thee in Creet, Where we 
have theſe Particulars : The Original of 


this Power, in Ego ; the ſubject of it, in * 


Ze, Ego Te ; the Conveyance in Ego Re- | 


liqui ; and the Extent, in Reliqui Crete, | 


or in Creta. 


TI. 7 left thee ; I the Apoſtle of Feſus | 


Chriſt (ver(. x.) left thee Mine: There's 


the Source, and the Stream ; the Origi- | 
nal and the Derivation of All; 'rwas | 
from our Lord, by his Apoſtle : I did it, * 


his Commiſſioner. 


(1.) And therefore, Firſt, Not a Suf- 
fragan of St. Peter, as ſome of the Ro- * 


miſh Partizans would fain have it : (q) 


Who, to ſerye the over-high pretences of 


larm. a« R, that Court, are not content to Dogmatize, 
_—_ ops © That St. Peter was the Prince, and Sove- 
Megl.in 1. reign of the Apoſtles; and his very Suc- 
T9, em ceſlors ſuperior to the Apoſtles, that ſur- 
11S 12 rived Him and That, they. being once 
All Dead , there was neyer ſince any 

Power in the'Church, but in Succeſſion 

ro him, and by Derivation from him ; 

dare yet higher, and with ſtrange conft- 


dence 
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(9) 


dence pronounce, *That the Apoſtles them- 


' ſelves were all-ordained by St. Peter, and 


He alone by Chriſt: And That, when 


the Holy Ghoſt ſaid (r) Separate me Bar- (1) AQ, 13 2, 
nabas, and Saul, for the work, whereunto 
I have called them ; they were thereupon 
ſent up to Jeruſalem, to be ordained by 


- | St. Peter. Affirmarions (o very'ſtrange, 


that I know: not what can be more ; un- 


| leſs this be that they ſhould rhink them 


paſſable with us, -upon the Authority of 


| (s) Petrus Comeſtor, the Scholaſtic Hiſto- (s) Hif. 48. 
rian, and thoſe ſuſpected (tr) Decretals of-4p. c. 70. 


el t) Anacleti, 


; the falſe Merchant, I mention'd at the/;7.-.7 


beginning. Whereas for the lmpoſition' 1s. 1, 


: of Hands upon Barnabas and Saul (were: 
' it a Bleſſing, os were it (u)-an Ordinati- () As our 


Church ſeems 


- on) tis. plainly. inferred, terſe 3:-to have-;, hive deter- 
| been perform'd upon the Place by the Per- mined. See 


/ the F xhorugtts 


; ; , k 
| {ons mention'd, verſe r. -And St. Pas ? on before the 


Wh 


for | his patticular,” in the Front of every: :irany in the 
Epiſtle, enters his Proteſtation.againft all 1x Ws 
this, as if he had foreſeen it ;* ſtill quali” 
fying himſelf (w) a». A4p:te of Fefus (0) 2 Tim. 1. 
Chriſt by the will -of God; (x) an Apoſtle, (x) Gal. r. 1. 
not of Men, nor by Man, but (y) by the((y) * Tim. t. 
Commandment of . God our Saviour ; and Cay, i, 11, 
accordingly you may ſee him conteſtingpv. 12. 
it to; the beight, both agaiaſt Peter, and/"* 55, 1% 
the reſt, Gal. 1, and 2. Chapters through= 
out » That the Goſpel he Preached was = 
0 


( 10 ) 


of Man, the Apoſtleſhip he exercis'd was 
not from Man : bur the one by immedi- 


ate Revelation, the other by Afſignation 


from Heaven it ſelf. Sothat, having re- | 


ceivd his Miſſion thenee, and his Inſttu- 
tions too, he thought it unneceſſary to 
confer with Fleſh and Blood, to apply him- 
ſelf ro any Mortal Man, for the enhan- 
cing of either. He went up indeed to Je- 
ruſalem to vifit Peter three Tears after his 
Converſion ; and yet once again (Z) four- 
teen Tears' after, he returned thither, and 
had Conference -with James, and Cephas, 
and Fohn; but thele Pillars added nothing 


to him ; neither eſtabliſhed his Anthority, ' 
nor advanced his Knowledge: ' And 7ztus | 
himſelf was preſent at the enterview, and | 


{o an Eyewitneſs, that in FP, he came | 


behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles 4 for they 
all gave him'the right-band of Fellowſhip, 
far from exacting the right-hand of Prehe- 
minence : And 1o Paul an Apoſtle of Je- 


fas Chriſt, not a — of the Apoſto- 
S a Suffragan' of 


lical College, much | 


St. Peter, or his Legate a latere, as was 
pretended, Burt, 


Chriſt, 


(2.) Not. a Diſciple of Gamaliel. For 
there 1s a Diſputer of this World, who: 
- hav:ng laid ic down for a Principle with 

himic!f (indeed his ey 'vwWI&) That: 
all pretence of Ecclefiaſtical Power, as from 
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7 
Chriſt, i but an Impoſture, is thereupon 
obliged to give ſuch an accomprt of the 
li Appearances of it in the New Teſtament, 
MN as may ſuit with this Piftulatum : And 
&'- accordingly, for the particular of Impoſt 
U- tion of Hands for Ordinarion. of Elders 
| (a) will have it only the purſuance of a (41 pe. 5,194, 
N- Jewiſh Cuſtom, which St. Paul learned lib. 1. cap. 14, 
N- * at the Feet of his Maſter Gamalzel, under ?: 3%, &*+ 
© | whom he Commenc'd Elder, before he 
13 | was Chriſtian, and thereupon , after, 
7- * thought goodto create his own Diſciples 
d | to the ſame Dignity (according to (b) () Pag, $71 
5, | the Law of thoſe Schools) and Titus as 29% 
% | mongſt the reſt, whom he /eft i» Creet, poreft Diſcipu- 
/» | to dothe like, and to Conſtztute his Schos oy -_ _ 
& lars Elders too, in all the Cities, where 
d | he ſhould Preach. A Diſcourſe {o looſe, 
e' | and incoherent, , that 'tis not.worth your 
> While to ſtand by, and ſee it fall. in pieces, 
; Which it would quickly. do (were it not 
already done (c)-to our hands),upon a (c) See Dr. 
'- 4 gentle Examination. TI ſhall only remind #: #; ner 
you of what was ſaid before upon the _ | 
former Particular, and (o leave-it in Com- Quer. 5. 

| Promiſe. to any Indifferent ; Whether St. 
* | Pau! the Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt, who fo 
r | ſtoutly refuſeth to Releve of St. Peter 
himſelf, or the reſt of the Apoſtles, as 
| owing his whole Commiſſion to Heaven 

alone, would yet acknowledge to hold 
it 


(d) Azver(, 


lib, 3. cap* 3, 


( 12 ) 
it 'of R. Gamaliel, the unconverted Jew, | | 
as Uſher. of his School, or Graduate in 
a Rabbinical Academy. | 
*(3.) (Yet further, 'to vindicate our 
Selves) An Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt, not 
a Delegate of the Civil Magiſtrate. Fot 
(d) Suarez," the Spaniſh Jeluite, that he | 
may have fomething ro-'confute in the 
Engliſh Se& (as he will needs call us) 
ſaith confidently, That the Power of Or: 
der with us is nothing elſe, but a Depus 
tation of certain Perſons by the Tempo- 
. ral Magiſtrare 'to do thoſe Acts, which 
' he himſelf much more might do ; made 
indeed with ſome kind -of 'Ceremanies; 
.- but thoſe eſteemed Arbitrary, and un- | 
neceſſary” ro' the Effet , "which would ' 
follow as' 'well -without-:them; by the 
King's ole” Depuration. -'*'A Calumny, 
which 'the "whole Buſineſs 'of this Day | 
moſt ſolemnly” refutes: a Kind-of a it- 
cond. Nag's-Head” Fable), a''Fill of the 
ſame Race? beth Sire; andi'Dam, begot- | 
ren by the Father ' of Lies upon a flare 
derons' Tongue, and” (6' fent poſt about | 
the World; to' tell faffe Tidings of the 
Engliſh ; as credible, as that -our Kings | 
Excommunicate , or that-Queen | Fliza- © 
beth Preathed. Would they have been 7 
juſt, or ingenious , they ſhould have | 
laid the Brat at the Phyſicians door, who * 
Was * 


elw, 


» y 
In 


23] 


| was the Father of it : Not the beloved 


Phyſician, thotigh his Name comes nigh ; 
(Eraſtus, but not 'Az2a»7;)no, his Praiſe was 
not in the Goſpel, bur a Phyſician in Ge- 
eva, learned, and eminent enough. 'Tts 
remarkable; that, in the ſame Place; and 


 ,, much about the ſame Time. (fo unlucky 


an Aſcendent hath Errour, and Miſtake, 
upon ſome Perſons!) thould three Con- 
ceits be hatched concerning Church-Gos- 
vernment, which, like three Furies, haye 
vext the quiet of the Church ever ſince. 
For the Confiſtorial, and Congregational, 
Pretences were Twins of the ſame Birth; 


though the Younger ſerv'd the 'Elder , 


and, being much over-powred, ſunk in 
the ſtream of Time, till it appeared again 
in this unhappy Age,amongſt the Ghoſts 
of {0 many reviv'd Errors, that have c- 
ſcap'd from their . Tombs, to walk up 
and down, and diſturb the World. And 
not long after this Phy/icia# too, would 
needs ſtep out of his own Profeſſion, to 
miſtake in two other art once, Policy. and 
Dzvinity, running a rifqze of ferting ill- 
Underſtanding. . berwixt them , had not 
Abler, and Wiſer Heads than He, ſtepr 
in,” and fo eyenly cut the thred, ſo ex- 
actly. ſtated rhe Controverſie,: and aller- 
ted the very Due on cither © fide ; that 
there remains now no Groun:|, either of. 

B Jeas 


(14) 
Jealouſie among Friends, or, one would 
think, of Slander from Enemies. - And 
yer, even ſome of our own too (which 
we have reaſon more deeply to reſent ) 


would needs bear the World in hand | 
when Time was, That the Claim of E- | 


piſcopal Power, .as from Chriſt, and his 


Apoſtles, was an Aſſault upon rhe Right} 
of our Kings, and rended ro the Dithe- | 


riſon of the Crown. "As-if the Calling 


might” not ſtand by Divine Right, and} 
yet the. Adjundts and Appendages of it} 
by Human Bounty : As-if the Office it 
ſelf might not be from Chriſt, and yer} 


the Exerciſe of it only by, and under, 
the Permiſſion of Pious Kings : Or, As 
if the Church might not owe the Keys of 


the Kingdom of Heaven both that of Or- þ 


der, and thar of Juriſdiction too (purely 
Spiritual, I mean, and without any Tem- 
poral Efte&) to the Donation of Chri/t, 
and yer, atthe ſame:time,' owe all the 
Coactive Power in the External Regi- 
ment «(which is one of the Keys of the 
Kingdoms of this World, 'for rhe enfor- 
cing of Obedience by coriſtrain:) to the 
Political Santtion: Theſe tings thus 
clearly diſtingui{h*d, I catin ir {ee why 
we may. not with {ome Co:nt-quence in- 
fer rhe Apoſtolical, and, ar mu\t, ah Con- 
{equence- thereupon ; the -Livine Right 


of 


| Treat reſounded loud with the Eccho of 7" 


(44 3 
of our EcclehaFficil Hierarchy , how 
harſh ſoever it ſounds, either at Rome Or (4 yide 


Geneva ; and though the Hills about (e) an _ | 
IDs 7 


that Noiſe, and ſtiff Debate, which paſt 


> upon that Argument within the Walls of 


that Council, © However they like it, on 
this ſide the H7i/s, or beyond. St. Paul 


| ſtands firmly by us and voucherh the 


Grand Charter of his Apo#tolate for all 3 
Me me, adſum qui fect — ? ['was I, the A- 


| | poſtle of Jeſus Chrift, Char left Titus to 


ordain Elders in Creet; and what Kpnoev- 


| »%7y Will be found for: this Argument ? 


'T'was the Holy Ghoſt, that made you Bi (O AR. xx. 
hops, faith the ſame Apoſtle (f) to the 38. 


| Elders at Miletus; fo that thele are NO (g) As xxvi. 
* Milefian Fables , but (g) the Words of 25: 
Truth, and Soberneſ5, a part of the Holy, 


and Divine IlegZ2%2x, theireal 4s, and 
Geſts of the Apostles of Chriit,nay the Att, 
and Deed of Chriit himſelf by his Apoite 
according..ro that Rule. of the Hebrews, ft 
(h) Apoſtolus, cujuſq; ef, ut 'quilque. And ——_ hy 
lo much | for - the Or4zinal of the Pow2re © qppag 
I go on (11) to the Subje&; and that is ram. in 
Titus : Ego Te, I left Thee. |», Kidiuſcbin, 
(1.): Thee firſt, mine Hoft, and of the REY 
wkole:Church. For," when the Fews, at 
Corinth, (1). contradi@24;; and blaſphemed (i) As xviii. 
the - Doitrine, delivered: by: St, Paul, hes. 
B 2 ſhook 


( 26 
(k)v. 7. Jhook his Raiment, and (k) departed into 
the houſe of one Juſtus ({o we read it af 

ter the Greek Copies) one that worſhipped 

Gel, and dwelt by the $  YaagogZzue ; (1 ) and 

1) v.IT. there he abode eighteen Months. Burt 
the Syrzack. Verſion ſaith, it was the 

> . Houſe of Titus, (and fo (m) St. Chryſc- 
_— ftom {eemeth, by his Preface to this E- 
i oiEumy 5. Þiſtle, to have found it in ſome-Copzes :) 
yur wyeiey, and the Yulgar Latine, and Arabick, re- 
T4z x, Ke- Conciling both,”7 he ZZouſe of Titus Juſtus, 
v2} nv <« or of Titus the Son of Juſtus. If you give 
#1 m5*74& credit to this Tradition, thus fairly deris 
--" qa ved ; *twill return youthis Leſſon ; That 
OE 0 man ſerves God in vain ; that none opens 
the Doors of God's Houſe, nor the Doors of 

his own,to receive God*s Church in,that loo- 

ſeth his Reward. Obadiah, that ſecured, 

and fed an hundred Prophets in Perſecu- 

tion, received a Prophet's: Reward, and 

(n) Vide (n) (though but a Proſelyte)' was hime 
aur. Va14b1. ſelf made one of the Twelve. The Houſe 
bad. m—_ of Obed-Exom, the 'Gittite, * aud all that 
pertained to him, was bleit, for the Ark of 

God's Sake, that occaſionally turned in 

thither. And 7ztus, a Gentile, who re- 

ceived St. Paul into his Houſe, not only 

gains thereby the Lights of Faith, and 

the Incomparabic Advantages of Religi- 

on; but is himſelf introduced into the 
Church,which is the ZZouſe of God, and ſet 

among(\t 


m2 wi Oc 


ACA» mr mo mm wir aA 5 


er Xt 0 


( 


(17) 

amongſt-the Princes there-; being ſingled 
.out to this ſpecial Honour from amongſt 
the many, that attended St. Pay! in his 
Journeyings. Hear this you Noble, and 
.Generous Souls, who, in this time of 
Calamity, have ſpread your Wings over 
the perſecuted. Prophets of God, and 
had a Church.in your Houſe, when. they 
made a Stuble of the Church. Believe it, 
God, and his Church pay their Quarters, 
wheree*re they come, 'ang-there is not 
One of you-ſhall miſs of his. Reward. * 

(2.) Thee, who wert {o exceedingly 
Dear, ſo highly Uſeful ro me, (0) 7i-(») 2 Cor. 
tus my Brother, (p) mine own Son after te NR 
the". common Faith; two very..endearing oY 
Titles : And then, fo cos to me ; 
-That (q) when. 7 came to Troas, to preach 
Chriſt's Goſpel, and a door was. opened un- (q) 2 Cor, 
to.me of the Lord; I had no reft in my ES 
Spirit, becauſe I found not Titus my Bro- OM 
ther : but taking my leave, went thence C) Epift. 150. 
into Macedonia. - Upon which. place = - "4{ 
with ſome others (r) St.. Ferome. (4) hath —__ 
ſounded his ConjeFure, That '7 tus was boi was 4 
St.: Paul's Interpreter to the Grecians. For jicrem dizro 
though the ApoZ7/e underſtood the Greek "9 prrerar 


X Gract elcquit 
age, and.wrote it too elegantly & explicare {rr- 


nough ; yet (t)-there might be fome- more. S. Hie- 


: . - ron, ibid. Vide 
thing of Uncouth, and Barbarous in his gg 1" * © 


Pronunciation, which rendred it not fo 1. 4». 44. 
B 3 imooth *- 32, #c- 


: 


v 


( 18 ) 
ſmooth, afd-paſſable to a common Greek 
(vu) Photius.) Ear : ( which Foſephus alſo, though 4 u) a, 
Kabeegs Thu! ſpruce Greek Writer, (w) complains- of, 
ezowv, ----& aS both his own, and the general Trife- 
axes. licity of his Nation.) Bur, though 7 itns 
ow JW * was ſo' ncedful to St. Paul in this, or 


Ti 3: ſome {uch'reſpet, and fo Dear, and Pre- 


why me920e3» CIOUS In many others; 'Fet- the 4 poſtle, 


6x; £ay mz> molt rdolvedly, leaves” him behitig in; 


TY ugv- Croet ; asHe; who knew'moſt chearfully 


1 7:viSue. xg Sacrifice #11 his own Advantages, and 


p 


the teridereſt; and inmoſt'of his Aﬀecti-! 
ons to the Benefit of Chri/'s Church, | | 
and the Intereſt of Religiat Let us 80, 


aud dolikewiſe. 


(3) ButThirdly.and vridicipatly 1 Thee | 
a fins = Perſon; not a Conſt ſtory of Poa. 


byters, or'a Bench of Elders. But this 
Obſervation," togerher with the next” Par- 
ticular, (111) The Extent ' of this Power, 
as it reacheth the whole I/land of Creet, 
] ſhall have -occa{ion-to' reſume by and 
| by ; and fo'pafs on-at preſent. 

i: There is nothing behind- of the firſt 


Part of the Text, but (IV) the Convey | 
ance of the Power couched,- or ſuppoſed, | 
in Ego Reliquii' T Lift T, hee, A lol Con- | 


w2yance, by a word, -im-which there-may 
be.much more 'unc derſtood, than exprelt; 

viz. A'Dermation, or”7'Franſmiſſion of 
Power from St. Pau! to Titus, — 
| 11231 


= haghl 
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(19) 
him for the Diſcharge of that Work, he 
was entruſted with. Reliquit vice ſu2 ; 


as FTaymo (x) well. As if St. Paul id (x) In locums 


* ſaid, 7 left thee in Creet, -my Deputy, 
* and Vice-gerent there, to water, what [| 


| had planted; to build up, what I had 


founded ; to perfect, what [ had begun. 


* I left Thee, to reſide i» Creet, (as 1 Le- 


ſought Timothy to abide at Epheſus,gr- 
pave) to be Rejident there, as hx d, and 
ordinary Goyernour of that Chyrch, while 
I went on {lill to+ przach the. Goſpel in 
other. Regions, where the Name of Chriſt 


{ had not-been heard. In fine, For this 
| Cauſe was he left, that he ſhould perform 


| ſuch ſpecial Acts, ( ordain Elders, and 
 rejorm what was amiſs) and therefore cer- 
| tainly left .Commitlioned, and Authori- 
 zed after the ApFolice Guile, to do 


thoſe Ads, viz,..by Impoſition.of Hands, 
and Fpiſcopal Ordinatios : which is g true 


Gbſs, though of a Pſeudo. Ambroſe ( JI (G) In rium, 


Titum Apoſtolus conſecrauit Fpiſcepum : 
and back'd . by Theophyl;&, and others 
amongſt the Grecians, 'Emour&F 5% Kenn 
KNeggTavITa, | Dl % 

Bur it will beſt appear, what the Pow- 
er Was in the Conveyance ( and conſe- 
quently what the Conveyance It Aeif) by 
raking notice, . what it was to be jn the 
Exerciſe of it : and {ol go on to the Se- 


B 4 cond 


I. 


(z) Vide 
'Sulteti OLF. 
in Tit, 1. C. 2 


(a) Homi's 1. 


( 20 ) 


cond Part of my Text, in which we find it 
deſigned to'a double Act, to Order, and 


ro Ordain : "EmdYopfuy ) 14. Iv. 

1. In the firſt there will be ſome Va- 
riety. | For 'E=1o9%, being properly to 
(zZ) Correft, or make Strait that which 
is Crooked; (not that, which is wanting, 


'ro Which it ſeems not to have ſo juſt a' 


Rapport; ) and mt azimym, being, in the 
next Notion, thoſe things which are wan- 


ting (and thefefore nor ſo aptly ſaid to | 
be correed; as ſupplyed or added :) For | 
the according of the Terms, T cannot 'fee, 


why the Participle may not have as pow- 


erful Influence upon the Yerb (to qua- | 


lific That,) as That upon the Partitiple; 


and ſhall therefore make this advantage | 
of the Doubt, to take in the Conſidera- | 


tion of both" Senſes, and fuppoſe,”tliar 


Titus is here commiſſioned, ' both ro ſup-' 
ply, what was Wanting ; and to corredt, | 


what was Amiſs. 


Firſt, 7o' ſupp.y , what was W, anting. | 


And then the Nerve, and Emphafrs 'of 
rhe Yerb will Iye in the Prepofition; "Em- 
Noghuy, to do ſomething Additioually, and 


by way of Supplement to what was done | 
before, but was not ſufficient, Ti imumey- | 


T4 dya TAGS Ta, as S. S hryſojtom (a) ro fill 


m4 AY 


—- 
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up the Vacuities, and Defeds, that were | 


left, which probably were not a few, in 
CO Creet, 


( 28 }) 
Creet, eſpecially, a Church , ſo lately 


* Founded (but (b) the year before) and 


in which S. Paul ſtayed ſo ſhort a time, 
in which long Works could not be 58. 
brought about. Neither let any Church, 
though of longer Continuance, flatter, 


and footh up it ſelf, with Laodicea, (c) 4 APC. 3. 
* aSif it needed nothing. The Ship of the 


Church is never ſo perfetly rigg'd but 
ſomething may be added. *Tis {eldom, 


: or never, but ſome pin, or other is lack- 
© ing, even in God's 7abernacle, while it 


{ojourns here below, Juſt as im the Ma- 
terial Church; *tis ſcarce known, but 


| either the Roof is open, or the Pavement 


uneven, the Windows broken, or ſome 
part, or other of the Wa/ mouldring, 
and dropping away : So'in the Spiritual, 
either the Lzght is not good, or the Wal- 
King is not anſwerable; *ris well if the 
Foundation ſtands firm , and ſinks not ; 
but the Super/truions , moſt commonly, 


Baron, Ann. 


f * And therefore, methinks , the Jnference jj. j;5, ; 
: © is ſtrong. There's nced of a Biſhop in e-Ep. 149. 


, | Offce in his Name, and /ook about him, be; x89, 2 
| | "Oa@& tg3nauds (as Tidors Peleuſrote a "et" 


| have a careful Eye, eycr awake, upon g wwe mz 


want ſomething, that muſt be ſupplied. (d) 1d. Pe- 


: Very Church , that muſt (d) learn his Emoxomiy 


ſitely) atid, like a wiſe Maſter builder, ns bole, 


all exporle, 


( 22 ) 
all parts, to. ſee what is wanting, and to 
ſupply it. That's the ff. 


But Secondly, 7o corre what is amiſs; 


Things, that are faulty, and defective, 
and want ſomcthing, (/c. of their due 
Rectitude, and Conformity to the Rale;) 
for ſo perhaps the Te aimyre may ſignifie, 
(e) Heſych, T&.immm and Heſychins (e) ſhall warrant 
Aer 79 6A* qe that Gloſs, Or elſe Ti nemmx]ivre , 


memes 0% things, that leave their Rank, and ſtart 
Lege Ac Tov, 


& eMums. 


fort alſo there was but too much in 


Creet, For, to. ſay nothing of the ev4l * 

(f) Tit. 1. 10. Beaſts with the nimble Tongues, and (f) | 
ſlow Bellies, we find alſo in this Chapter | 

as - 


Jewiſh Leaven to: be purgd.out, an 


Go) Dr. H. ſome 'g) have thought, Gno/tick Impurity 


Hemmord in £0 be reſiſted, 'h) unruly, and vain talkers, 
c. 1.9, 16. aud deceivers, (i) Subverters of whole: | 
Flouſes ; teachers of things , they ought | 
(k) v.16. not, for filthy lucre's ſake; (k) Men that || 
profeſs to. kyow God, but in works deuy | 
him, being abominable , diſebedient, and. | 


(h) v. 10. 
(3) V. 11. 


to-every good work reprobate; So that, 
for ought we'ſee, they might well enough 


-.- deſerve the. black Charatter, the. Proverb 


"* brands them with, amongſt the Tele ker - 


(1) Kemnddy. T4 nghuo, the. three (1) very znfamons N--, | 
xe, Keirrss, £1015, that began with C. for ſuch a ſu | 


Kh »— perfiuity of Naughtin:ſs. St. Paul here 
= £22 Sl EE deſigns 


out of their place; and fo to be reduc'd 
and ſet in Order again. And of this | 


—_— = = =O 


(23) 


defigns a proportionate CorrefFive, and 


* ſends Titus, and his Elders, amongſt 
them to bring them into better Order, 
by a threefold Inſtrument, Yita, Dot#ri- 


#a, Cenſura ; all in this Epiſtle, and in 
this Chapter. 

(1) Vita firſt, by the Example of his 
haly Life. (m) Tn al things ſhewing thy (\) cp, 11.7, 
Self Toroy 1a96v par, a pattern of goo 
Works. For, as S. Ambroſe (n) excel-(,) ;- 
lently, 1» Epiſcopo vita formatur omnium; Epift. 82. ad 
the Life of the Prelate is, as it were, a _ Ver- 
Form, or Mold, in which the Converſati- © 


| on of others is Shap*d, and Mode/d: Or, 
 as'(o) Thdore Pelufiot conceits it, like (0) Lib x. 


4 Seal well cut, which ſtamps. the com- Z2# 319. 


* mon Chriſtians under his Care, as Wax, © 797& 


with the like Hprefions. And therefore 75 7% 7% 


Ll 
S.' Pa#/, who well underſtood this twice *;. va. 
within two Yerfes of my Text, requires ,J3% owex- 

it'a Qualification in a Biſhop, that he be wide: n 

blameleſs,; 'q) <riyzam&, One that cannot vaio , ow; 
be accuſed Which yet Innocence it ſelf, owdvres ue 
you know, "may be ; nay, bur'a Biſho _ 
muſt:be yoid*6t: Suſpicion toOO, AS WC Ibis : Cajz- 

as Orime. - Ay, that's the way to ſet all tan, 

right indeed : For fo fair a Copy, plac'd: 

in ſo good'a*Z3zht, teacherh'it {elf ; -and' 

every 'one;that runs by, will read” it, and 

ftrive to write after it. | 


(2) Bur 


( 24 ) ; 
(2) But Secondly, Do@Frina ; by ſpeak-! 
ing the things, that become ſound Do@rine,' 
79) Ch. 11.1, (Y) Fr 2 Biſhep muſt be able both (r).. to 
(r) Ch. 1. 9, exhort, and to convince the Gainſayers: ($) 
(s) Ch. 11. 7y Dodtrine ſhewing Uncorruptneſs, Gra» 
” ' wity, Sincerity, ſound Speech that cannot 
be condemned, that he, that is of the cons 
trary part, may be aſhamed, &c. 
(3). Ceyſura,. That muſt not be for. - 
gotten, as being chief in the Eyes of the 
Text. No; the Garden of God muſt be | 
weeded ſometimes, or, like the Sluggard"s 
(t) Prov. Fineyard , (t) twill ſoon be overgrown 
xe 3%, 31» with Nettles, and Thorus.. Even Chriſt's 
Vine muſt be pruned too,or *rwill run our, | 
and ſpend it elf in fruitleſs Luxury. The | 
Lamps of the Temple will burn faint, and 
dim, if they be not trimmed, and dreſt, 
and {nufted: now,and then. And therefore, 
though the 7ables of the Law, and the 
Pot of Manna be in the Ark ; yet tis not | 
a. perfect Embleme of the Church, unleſs | 
the Rod of Aaron be -there too: and *' 
without Juriſd:&iom, and Diſcipline, we ' 
ſhall quickly find, the Word, and Sacra- 
ments Will not have {o powerful an In- 
fluence upon a looſe, and a debauched 
World. Epiphanius (u) obſerves, That 
| (0) ons Moſes was \ent into Egypt, eatdp wry. | 
* 2% Sonny Some while after he inſtituted- the Paſs- © 
Acrian. over, and received the Law, and conſe. | | 
PEVASTFL crated | 
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(25 ) 


* crated Aaron, and his Sons, to the 
* Prieſt-hood ; but he carried the Rod of 
- God with him in his Hand. No bring- 


ing up the /ſrael of God out of Egypt 
without it. And 'tis that Rod therefore, 
which S. Paul! here puts into 7ztuss 
Hand, when he bids him Corre& what 1 
amiſs, in the Text ; and Rebuke evil do- 


' ers (v) ſharply, and ſeverely, v. 11. and 


Stop the mouths of ſuch, as teach, what 


* they ought not ; v. 13. Nay, and Rebuke 
' them (w) with all Authority, not fuffer- (w) Mem? 
* ing his Monitions to be lighted by any : ain; #rra- 


Let no man contemn thee; Ch. 11. v. 15. 
Nay, if Corrigas will not ſerve the 


* turn, be a Word too low, S. Jerome, 
: upon the place, and, after him,. Card;- 


nal Cajetan, have added a Cubit to its 


* Stature, and advanc'd it into Super-corri- 


gas, Which yet perhaps arrives not- the 


- full Altitude of the Greek. For 4 oy8iy 
: is a Decompound, - and, if 83y be to make 
' ſtrait, or right, Jogdi» is throughly to do 
" #t, and #droglty to do it, not only exa#- 

' ly, but over and over again. -S. Chryſ0- 


ſtom and S. Ferom (X, both take notice 


; of this Emphaſis, and ſtate ir thus ; Thar, 


Whereas S. Paul: had correRted '' {ome 


* © Things, and ſo far; 7:tus ſhould go 


on, ' where he left, and compleat what 


he had begun ; bringing them yet to 
atio- 


C 
» 
Y 


(v) "Amore 
{aW5, 


ns . 


(x) In locum. 


(y) "Avey- 
140%5 auT 55 
a mo'y Tos 
KAIVTH p0l. 


ſeo, 


( 26 ) 


* another 7eFf?, till they came forth, like” t: 
* Gold, more than once tryed in the Fu#-. t 


© BACEs 


1 


An Hint, which will perhaps be too. h 
greedily catciid at by thoſc, ro whoſe; © 
Advantage: it was never intended. A! e 


{ort of Men, that are all for Syp-r-corri 


gas, but 'tis ſtill on the wrong fide, and! EF 
of that, which is not amiſs. The Re-* K 
formers of the World, and $ ryndios of all! C 


Chrijtendom ; Men bur of yefferday, yet, 


- 
o 
Ly 

= 

» 


wiſer, and better than all the Fathers, that! © 
Over-corrett, and Over=reform every thing} \ 
corredt Magnificat it elf, before they be 4 


out of danger of the reſt of the Proverb 


mitive- Government, as (y) Procruftes 
did his Gueſts, who ſtill reduced them 
to the Scantling of his Beds. So theſe, 
either cutting them ſhort, or forcing 
them -out longer, till they apply ro. the 
juſt Model: they. have fancied to them- 
ſelves, and would impoſe. upon others, 
Thus 7itus muſt be ſcrewed up into: an 
Extraordinary, and 10.4. Temporary::Off- 
ccr, an Fuangelift, or a Secondary Apſtle, 
(as Walo Meſſalinus, and others ::not 4 
fix'd, and: Ordinary: Governour: of- thc 
Church of Greet , leſt that come crots 

£0 


hols. eſ jy A Yoo =  - A ee XL 


On OE COIN 


— 


$| 
Corre&, not the Cretays, and their 4-* 
miſſes ;.. but Titus, and his Elders, ſer-} 
ving all Aztiquity, and Patrerns of Pri-\ 


op <> Ad 


oy 


(#9 1 


ike: to their Deſigns: and, on the other ſide, 
ui the Elders of the Text muſt be degraded 

into common PresLyters, left we- thould 
r00. have Biſhips here of S. Pals and Titus's 
oft own Creation: with how little reaſon in 

A either, we go on to conſider in. 

ri. 11. The ſecond Ac, to which this 
ind} Power is here deſigncd , and that is 
to Ordain Elders in 


Re-- KaNtzlyeu p every 
all? Cty. 
et - Concerning which Elders, whether 


hat 
ng: 


F the fr/# or ſecond Rank, I know well, 
? what variery of Opinion hath paſt, even 
"be 

# ſhall 1 be nice to acknowledge it; as 


amongſt my own Mother's Sons. Nor 


' counting it our Advantage, that we have 
' more 'than a ſingle Hyporhefis, to ſalve 
the Pheznxemena, and ſome choice of Anf- 
wers, each of them ſufficiently ſecuring 
us from the Contradiition of the Gainſay- 
ers: to Whole' Pretenſions' thele Fl/ders 
will be: for ever uſeleſs, whether under- 
ſtood Bi/hops,' or common Presbyters, al- 
ways ordamed, and goyerned, cither by 


| the Apoſtles' rhemfelves , or by Biſhops 


of their appointment, as they-'drew off. 
| But, not'to {eave'it wholly-it:the Clou-s, 
T will not doubt to profeſs | mine own 
ſenſe too, with due Submiſlion3 That 
the E/ders 'in' the Texts were' very Bi- 

| | 1h9þs 


(z) Argum, in 
Tit. Iva v4- 
Tachoy x7! mo 
Att KAN CARES, 


to the Scheme of the Antient Church, and! 


( 28 ) 
ſhops, appointed One for every City , 
and the Suburbicarian Region thereof. 

For this is moſt agreeable, not only | 
the Expoſition of the Antient Church, (the | 
beſt Comment, when all is. done, upon 
doubtful places of Scripture.) 

Burt to the Context alfo , which ex-# 
preſly calls them Bz/hops, in the ſeventh# 
Verſe, Were it not for this; and what} 
follows in the next Particular, we were} 
perhaps at liberty to leave the World at} 
large 1n its: general acception, as it rakes} 
in both Orders, both uſcful in every} 
City, and ſo both to be ſupplied by 7:tus,}: 
in which (z) Occumenius hath gone be-} 
fore us, affirming, that :7itus was left 
in Creet, to ordain Clerks in every City 
Bur we are determined : For, though at! 
preſent I demand not, that- Theo&74g6: ,} 
wherever it occurs, in the New 7eſtament," 
ſhould ſignifie a Biſhop; yer, that” enioue! 
*&, doth fo, I ſhall not doubt ro athrm,} 
till T ſee: the Text produced, thart attri-} 
butes it to. ſome Perſon ,;otherwile e-# 
vinced to: have been--no; more, then a} 
ſingle Presbyter. j 

And Thitdly, and Laſtly, moſt agree-} 
able alſo to. the 7ext it#{elf, and the Di-? 
tribution: of theſe Presbyters by Citys, 
the Peculiar: Seat of Bz/bops,- according! 


the! 


(.29 ) 
the Method the Bleſſed 4po3tics thought 
good to ule in the plantiag, and model- 


ling of it. For, that they preached rhe  . 


? '? 


Goſpel nor only in Citys, (a) bur in the ®) H 29655 


Countries adjoyning ; yet planted Chur- cpa 
ches in Cities {till, and ſetied 4492/2 Per- 13; wii. 49; 
ſons their Succeſlors there, to govern'® xiv. 6, 7. 
both the Cztzes, and the Regions round 
about, (from whence a City, and a Church 
come to be equipe/leat Yerms., even in 
the Apoſtolical Writinzs, and. Ilgzofmeeys , Peg = 
x-r *ExxAndiey in the AGs (b) the ſame =. begun Pl 
with ITIpzofureegt var mkv. in the Text ) 5. | 
and yet further , 'That they left rhe 
Churches of inferiour Citzes, and their 
Biſhops in dependance upon the Hetrops- 
les,which were the Chief according totnc 
ciuil,,Divifion Cand that the only true 
Ground of the Superiority of one Church : 
aboye another) hath been rendted as 
manifeſt, as any thing almoſt in” the m 
Ecclefraſtic Antiquity, Ave all Azwers 
aries (both. thole of the Z7/s, arid thoſe 
ofthe Lake too) by the Learncd, and 
yell placed. Labours of thole Excellent 
Perſons .in. both Pages of the Dip. ychs, 
whom I ſhall not nezd to name, fiticc 
their own Works praiſe them in the Gate. 
Now, { would ask. the Q-2/7ion, It theſe 
e common Presbyters, wiy approprit 
to Cities > Were there io. be notice, & 
SR: - 1 == this 


(d) See Mr. 
Hoyker's Pre- 
face, 


(30) 
this ſort in the Yillages, or in the Cour- 
try abont ? Or, ſince limited to Cirzes, 
why ſhould we not pronounce them Bi- 
ſhops? the City being the Biſhop's proper 
Seat, and He the Star of that Orb; the 
Angel, and the Intelligence of that Sphere. 
A Truth {o Viſible, that Calvin, and 
Beza, and many others after them ({o 
far may Perions otherwiſe of great 
Learning be Tranſported, & my S:aiver Gare 
w$87«@) to avoid the Inconvenience, were 
concerned to Tranſlate Kam! my here 
Oppidatim, (Elders in every Town :) nor, 
as {ome others, leſs Interefled Perſons, 
may, perhaps, be thought to have done, 
to gain the advantage of that &«i/?ribu- 
tive Termination, which no Adverb from 
Ciwitas, or Urbs, could afford them : 
but, (c) I fear, for ſome other Defign 
perhaps, to make the /nterpretation of 
the Zext (a praflice too uſual with 
them, and other) ro /acquay it to the 
elpouſed Opinions , and to ſerve the 
xveiz SiEz, and ſo to whip Thealogie with 
Grammar*s Rods ; but fo looſely bound 
up, that at the firſt ſtroke they fly- in 
the Air and prove incficQual; every At 
phabetarian knowing, well, that the La- 
tin of is Urbs, or Civitas:' and Oppidum 
in the preciſe propriety” of Lanzuaye 
(which ought in ſuch caſes to be kept) 


Keus 7 028 


W" =—Y hat " 4:6 lo tt) "I 
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(31) 

KawiTerr ft the moſt, in middle ſtate 
berwixt a City and a Drop; and in the 
antient Gloſſes (d) no more then Tloxiymir, (4) Glof. 
C:vitatula at the Higheſt. | = EP 

And now, I ſhall not take, upon me 4; 
as: ſome have done, to number the C3- 
ties under 7 itass JariſdiFion, Tis truce, 
in Homer's Time Creet, was "Exzzriwros, 
(ce) famous for jts Hurdred Cities: Bur _—_ 
in Ptolomy's Age they aroſe not to half fame. 
the Number ; and Pliny, having named !®: 4 42-15 
about forty, ſaith plainly, that of the 0- 
ther ſixty memoria extut , nothing re- 
mained but the Memory. In the 7 zmnes 
of the Greek Empire, they were about 
ewenty Suffragay Biſhops , under four 
Arch-biſhops , - as Magnizs (f) reckons () In Gr:2; 
them up; : but, at this day, 'under the P**' 1096 
Venetian, not. half ſo many of cither 


dort. So variable are theſe Proportions, 


according to the Fate of Citys, and the 
dajly Change of the - Civil Partition, 
Who would look gow for the Throne 
of a Primate 'in:Caer-Leoy upon Usk 
'or rake in the Rujns of Carthage for Ste 


Cyprian's-Mitre? 'He that {hoy d under# F 
take a: Pilgrimage to Creet, 40 viſit Ti- : 
tus his Metropolis, would in-yain.enquire f 


for the: once-Famoys 1707tyna; and nof 
tmd ſo much of its Df together ; as 
would ſuffice ro write-its Name in. [That 

C 2 f@* 


(32 ) 
renovned Seprejary of *Afia, of old, not 


-) Sex the only Epiſcopal, (g)- but: Metropelitical 
_ . Churches, where are they ? Cities may 


Primates's Ex- fail, and Biſhops'Sees' with them : Stars | 


—_ of have their ' Vicifſitudes/; 'may riie, and 
Original of {Ct again : Cal/Hleſticks' are moveable Us 
os on; renf /s, and-may be carried from Room 
"abioges, o Room : But Ker raw is the ſtanding 
Rule, and fails not; aCry, and'ta Br 
ſhop, generally adequate to one another. 
For as, -on 'the-one ſide ,: an Univerſal 
Riſhop, with the whole World for his 
Furiſdiftion, is a proud Pretence, and too 
vaſt for Humanity to graſp; fſo''on 
the other ſide; Rural Biſheps too is +a 
poor, and a mean Deſign, and nort-only 
.' rettives the//talian Epiſc«pelli;fo corned 
at Trent ;butiworſe.' 'As he divided the 
Stream into” fo many Rills; that it loſt 
irs Name, and Being; fo theſe, by a too 
minute Divifion would Cantonize the 
Dignity," andidegrade it into nothing at 
the laſt; as' the” Rozfelets ;-i'.and petty 
Kings | of Tvedot, do butidiminifh \Maje- 
2h)-Com ty, and rake it down'iheo contempt: (iv) 
+ eng _ 'Ov dfi & Tais xupais, Of ity Tels wears, Now 
fic. Toler, 12. In Victs, 'aut Vis, aut (i) madicaiciuita- 
OED x ze; No Biſhops there, (k)\e#) they \graw 
(k) Ne vileſ-contemptible, 10: run the * Canons” of uhic 
ce, vemen  Antient Church, both Greek' and (L4tmt. 
FEED And therefore the twelfth Council of (Te- 
ledo 
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— 
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EP 
ledo (1D unmitered one Convildus , for- 1) amv. 116, 
merly an Abbot in a little Village, and | 
diſlolved the Bi/hoprick, which (m) Bam (m) Or veam- 
ba, the Gothick King had violently pro- * _ 


, cured to be erected rhere ;_ and that by 


. Authority of this Rule of the Church, 

and the very Kar? maw of my _7ext, (1) (n) -lmprimis 

which they a&ualy plcad in the Front of {7 £7949%% 

their Decree, to juſtific their proceed riciputs , ut 

7175. Ng Et Epfſcopts pev 
Amongſt theſe ſo many Cities in {;;,e 1-624, 

Creet, Gorty12 was then the Civil Me pracepir. 8&c. 

tropolis, as Solinus , (0) who lived in ren cy 

that Age, informs us, and in the next pag. 135. & 

Age, we are ſure, the. Feclefraſt ical Mee (9) Cap. 17. 

tropolis teo; there being {ill exftant, in denying 

the (p) Church Story, the Inſcriptie of grarum prin- 

an Epi/tle, that plainly infers ir. For © of pe- 

Dionyfius, that renowned Biſhop of C:- (5) Euf:L. 

rinth, who flouriſhed about the middle | 4. cav. ,,, 

of the ſecond Century, and ſtands fo high- (2 CS 

ly commended in Euſel;us for his Ca- 7% 

tholick Fpiſtles, (ſeven of them being 

there mentioned) to ſeveral Charches, 

and their Bios or, as St, Jerom (q) 

hath it more diſtintly, Al aliarem Ur- 

bium, & Provinciarum Epiſceps (ome 

of them being written to inferiear Citys 

and Brftops, others to Mother-Citys, and 

their Metropolitans, and ſo to whole 

Prgvinces) amongſt the reſt {ent two in- 


C 3 ro 


c C # 


( 34 ) 
to Creet, the One of the former fort, 

to Pinytus Gnoſſig urbs Epiſcopum , as S. 

(r) Ts Ferome, or as Enſebins, (r) To the Gnol- 
Kreng 2 3 fians, and Pinytus, Biſhop of that Dioceſs 
nt 7% only: the Other, of the later ſort, and 
ot + na E in 2 different Style, (Ss) To the Charch 
(s) Ti 2. about , ( or, beloagine to ) Gortyna , 
xanda 735 Together with the reſt of the Dioceſſes 
aegiriog in Crect, and in it acknowledpeth 
T%pruvay, &- Philip their Biſhop , that 1s, not on- 
6a Tar; 2% Iy of that Church of Gorzyva but of all 
np ts thoſe Diceſes, ('EmTxomy avi , NOL aumic) 
FEITW 2 whom therefore S. Jerom ſignificantly 
al qualifies Epiſcopzm Cretenlem , hoc eft 
urbis Gortynx, Biſhop of Gortyna, & ev 
uomine of all Creet too. Enough to 
make Evidence, that Gortyva was the 
Metropolis of Creet, even in the Chriſti 
an Accompt, very carly, and long be- 
fore the Courcel of Nice, (whatever hath 
been pretended ro the cantrary, ) and 
robably in the Fpoch of the 7ext i 

{lf : ſince. even then it was certainly 
ſuch in the Civil Style, moſt confeſſedly 
the Ground of the Chriſtian Eſtabliſh- 


ment (for ſure, it was not Chance, otf 


Lottery, that produced a perpetual Cu 


zncidence) both there, and elſewhere thef 


World over, 
And 


, _ HW WoW 3 GON PR TRL 


(35 » 


And, now, let me lead you up to the 
top of Mount da, the proudeſt Heighr 
in Creet ; from whence Geographers tell 
us, we may deſcry both Seas, and ſee 
all the Cities, like a Crow? , in Circle 
about ir. There let us make a ſtand a 
while, and look about us, and conſi- 
der holy 7itus, with thoſe numerous 
Plantations, and Nurſeries of Primitive 


Chriftiaaity, diſtributed, as it were {t] (t) Neginsd 


Areolatim, like fo many diſtin& Bey, aecnz. 
and Fnots in the Eden of God, planted, 
and watered 2 and dreſt by Apnſtolical 
Hands, all under his care, and cuſtody. 
Conſider him (by way of Reco//c@&;2») 
under the Variety of Circumſtance, 
wherein the 7ext hath hitherro preſen- 
ted him to our Meditations, Contider 
him a /ingle Perſon; no Colegues, no 
Compeers, no Co-ordinates. For, as our 
Lord promiſed the Xeys, (and doubles, 
{o gave as he had promifed them) nor 
to a College, but to /t7/e Perlons (u) () Matth, 
Tibi dabo--& quodcungue (Tu) lizaveris :S% 196 
So the Apoſtles, at the next remove, St. 


| Paul here, T am ſure, for One cnrruſts 
| all, not to Communities, and Confijtories, 
but to Individuals ; for {o runs the Style, 

Ego Te-ut Tu ficut ego Tibi, all Perſonal, 


and Particular. Conſider him determin- 
ed to a fixd, and conſtant Realidence, 
C 4 left 


(36) 
lef, and fettied in Creet, the Ordinary, 
2nd perpetual Governour of that Chyrch, 
For we ought ro have more regard to 
Reaſon, and the true Nature of things, 
than to pronounce him an Extraordina- 
ry Officer ; who, for ought appcars, is 
impoweres to none, but 4&s of Ordina- 
ry, and continual Importance to the 
= *rch: And, more Reverence for the 
loled 4p9/7le, than to think, he would 
iiite a Commiſion, fail fraught with Rules 
of Per —_ Uſe, to a 7 emporary Dele- 
37*c, Who Was perhavs next Gay to be 
Corarufiore el, and never to have any Ex- 
rei of them. Coniticr him, yet fur- 
tncr, 1 inveitea with a Picnirude, and Suk 

ticic cy of Power (not only to Preach, 

and Zap! tee, and to b2ge t Sons tO 

Ged, and the Church, which is the Pref 

by:ers, and, for ought [ know, the 

whole of the Evangclift's Office but al- 

{>) both to Ord1is Fllers in all the Ci- 

rics under him, and fo to beget ſpiritual 

(wm) Comra Fathers too, as Fpiphmizs (W) diſtin- 
ere]. 1. 3- guijheth ; and then, (as, in the old Pa- 
rev wa ternal Dominion, they ruled whom they 
had begotten) to govern, and regulare 

whom he had thus ordained, even all 

the Biſhops of thoſe numerous Cities. 

iz} Apnd Whence the Queſtion of our Reverend | 
3.50437 and I.carned (x) Jer 1 moit naturally 
| Piv 
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G37 4 
proceedeth,” Having the Government of ſo 
many Biſhops, what may we call him But 
an Archbiſhep ? (And I add) of fo many 
Cities, what but a Metropolitan? I ſay, 
Conſider all this ſoberly, and maturely, 
and you will not diſavow me, if, I fay, 
That whoſoever ſhall drive-us out of this 
CreetSthus ſtrongly Garriſoned by S. 
Paul, and his Diſciples, and flight and 
diſmantle ſo many Strengths, . and For- 
treſles of the Epiſcopal Caule, as there 
were Citics in that 7fland, and extort 
out of our Hands this great ſtance of 
{o many Biſhops, ordained and govern- 
ed by their own Metropolitan, to high 
in the fir? Age; will be a'very Pyrgops- 


linices indeed, (y) qui. legiones Spiritu (y) Plant. in 


difflat, and delerve the Sur-name of Cre- 
ticus, better than Mete//as the Roman , 
that ſubdued the J/land. 

For our parts, we are not aſhamed of 
our Conformity to fo Primitive a Pattern'; 
nay, we glory in ſo handſom, and inno- 
cent a Syncretiſm : For we are not better, 
then our Fathers ; nor- wiſer, than the 
Apoſiles of Chriſt himſelf. And, had we 
been of their Counſel, who not long 
ſince pretended to reform us according to 
the beſt Examples , we might have be- 
ſpoke them, as once S. Paul did thoſe 
over haſty, and unruly Mariners (who 
would 


(38) 
would needs put to Sea, when Sailing | 
was dangerous, and thrive accordingly, | 
being quickly forced to abandon the | 

(2) At, Helm, and to let the Ship (z) drive, | 
zxV1. 15 being not able to bear up againſt the 
Ga) Verſ. 21. Wind ( a) "Edt: wiv, @ a rdpss, ji hy5 cd ett amp 
ms Kine. Stirs, you ſhould not have par- 

ted from Creet in the 7ext, and ſo have 

wb x5 . gained (b) harm, and diſgrace. If really 
_ eats, you be in queſt of the beſt Examples of 
* modelling a Church, you may certainly 

find here as fair, and as pure eas, and 

as well worth your Imitation , as the 

more Modern Platform can afford you ; 

(c) See Mr. Which (c) I have reaſon to believe the 
Hooker's Pre- fxynous Author of it intended not at firſt 
Jace, a Pattern to other Churches, but an Ex- 
me to ſerve the preſent Exigent of 

is own, in a Funture ſcarce capable of 

any thing better, and which, I am per- 

ſwaded, the learnedſt, and wiſeſt, and 

moſt Pious of his Followers would glad- 

ly relinquiſh for ſomething more Perfect, 

and Primitive ; would the Neceſſities of 

their preſent Condition (which have no 

Law , but much of Excuſe for thoſe , 

that really lie under them) permit them 
the Happineſs of ſo bleſſed an Exchange. 


Which God in Mercy ſend them. 
- And 


RE: aan 4s... A. 


(39) 

And ſo much of the Szcond AF, to 
which the Power is here defigned, and 
that is the Ordaining of Elders, together 
with the Diſtribution of them Kam wa, 
In every City one. 

I have but three Words to add of the 
Third Part of my Text, and that was, 
the Limitation of theſe Atts to the Apoſtles 
Preſcription; All muſt be fo done, even 
as he had appointed. So, in regard of 
the Variety of the Offices themſelves, and 
their feveral Subordinations ; So in re- 
gard of the choice of rhe, Perſeus, and 
their requiſite Qualifications; and lo alſo, 
in regard of the Rites,and Ceremontes, and 
Mannxer of ordaining them - {till, Ng 420 
Hemteany., All, as I had appointed thee. 

And now, if any Jewels where theſe 
Arete , theſe Conſtitutions ApoRoltcal, 
are to be found ; I ſhall not ſend them to 
Clemens *his Book, that bears that Name, 
bur to the Univerſal PraFice of the 4m 
tient Church, in which they are ſtill in 
great part Viſible; and thence handed 0- 
ver tO Poſterity by Tradition, and confor- 
mity of Praftice; and by Degrees inſerted 
into the Caxons of the old Councels, as 


occaſion was offered, and into the Ord#- 


als of ſeveral Churches. 'Or, if a readier, 
and more preſent A4uſwer be required, I 
Know not where to deſign it you. nearer 

ml 


( 4O ) 
hand, or more full to your ſatisfaction , 


than by diſmiſſing you, to attend the | 


great Aion, that 1s to follow, In which 
you wall ſce 4# ſo Grave, and Solewn.; 
ſo Pious, and Devout ; fo Primitive, and 


Apoſtolical ; and fo exaQtly up to the;Le- | 


vel of the Text, and the 9s iy heraZdpuy 
of S. Paul here : that I know not where 
to point you out ſo pregnant, and full a 
Comment upon my Text, nor What bet- 
ter Amends to-make you for my own 
_ failings upon it. 

And yet, having thus haſtily run ir 0- 
yer, with all "its Parts, and Branches ; 
(Some few Saxds ſtill remaining of that 
ZTeap, the Bounty of your Patience aJ- 
lows me) Tie crave leave briefly to take 
a Second View of it in the Auditory it 
ſelf, and read it over again in the Face 
of the Aſſembly. For the better part of 
it, your own Thoughts .have already 
prevented me ; and every Eye hath fin- 
gled out our moſt Reverend 7itus, wiooy 
Tixyo,, a Genuine Fon , and Succeſſor of 
the 4po/tles, upon the very Ad of Con- 
Stituting Tipes Gurigss x7! meh, more, than 
a whoſe Province of Elders . at once : 
Men, able to. abide, and paſs with Ho- 
nour the dreadful T eſt, that follows upon 
my T7, ext, as being both, for Life, Blames 
tefs ,” Sober, Juft, Holy Temperate; and 


in 
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in:PrGrine Sound, holding fiſt: the Falth- 


fal Word; asthey have been taught ;- not- 


withftanding -all the Diſcoutagements , 
they: have mer with, fromthe fad Condi- 
tion:of our Common Mother: :: 

Bur then for the reſt; Þ with it -were 
hot-fo eaſieia Task, to find \:Creet in 
England, withvall its Wants, and-all its 
Amiſſes. - For, \to {ay nothing» of rhole 
more innocent, and les mmportant- Re- 
ſemblances; 'in' which we Symbolize ; 
(both lands lying in a kind of (d) 7r7i- (4) Megin, 
gou berwixt» three Pozuts, or: Promonto- V3 132. 38. 
ries;..both iyled The Happy {lands by _ yg 
Antient Writers, (Mezz23mmo& (e) and [n- (f) Camd. _ 
fule Fortunate «( for the Temper of 3%; PZ 3: 
the Air,and Fertility of the Soil ; both de- Caſſand. 
nominated from thoſe white,and {g) Chal- (2) Crete, ab 
kie Cliffs, which bound them on one fide, —___ vw” 
(h) Candia 2 Candidis, as Albion ab albis liidor. lib, 16. 
rupibus,- both famous for their Juſt Laws, 77: I, 
and::Ours\ no” lefs. to be-yalued:, than ag. ” 4 28. 
thoſe of Rhadamanthus, and: iMinos, had 
we'bur: the' Wiſdom, ton comport; our 
{tlvesto the: Obedience of 'ithem;,”' as we 
ought :) I'fay;!ito- let all this- paſs, I 
with' we had mot too much of:Czeet a- 
midngſt us, whether Meraly:confidered, 


in regard of their: Yices ; :or -#ifterica 
\ly,19 regard-:af their 7nperfe@# Conditi- 


"ON; wb \ 1 
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I would not be miſtaken , as. One, | , 

that delights to Libel a whole Nation at | , 

once, (eſpecially mine 'own.) but St. 

Chryſoſtome hath - drceſs'd- an: Apology for 

St. Pau] in this Particular, by. diſtinguiſh- 

(i)InTit, ing, (1) Ov Upetnins Ters des, awd TOLLS 

Hom. 8 Fe did it wot to injure any, but : out of 

Kindneſs, and pure Love t0'reform them : 

Juſt as Our Blefled Lord "Kvers taouthps my 

faith the ſame Father, a thouſand times 

reproach'd the Scribes and. Phariſees :' not 

becauſe they. had wronged Him; but leaſt 

they fhould harm and deſtroy otbers. And 

{o St. Paul, with the ſame Aﬀections a- | 

bout him, cries (k) O znfenſati' Galate ! 

to one Church; Are you ſuch Fools? and 
here, - | 


ft 


hs 


(&) Gal. 1lls Is 


vw Sd ms aa Jy + A, we wa *%. «a, = 303 


M v. 32. (1) Ki df Hi0 ou, xa2d Hein, jarigsr dpgah. 


That Poet was, I think, a Prephet qn- 
deed  ( otherwiſe , than St.. Pax/ meant 
him) and"ſang of us too: and in that 
#erſe:the' preſent Age may ec its: Face, 
and -Bluſh. . T:appeal to-your better Oh 
ſervation, if Wye have nat outyyed the 
very C3etans thamlelyes in the firſt Par- 
ticular ; 'and\in a worle kind too lyed for 

(m) Job God's Sake, and (m) talked deceitfully for 
Kille 7. him. What pious Frands, and holy Cheats? 
What ſlandering the Footſteps of God's ::4- 


nonted, 
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nointed, when the Intereſt was to Black- 
ex Him? What falſe accuſing of. pur Bre- 
thren, ay, and of our Fathers roo 2 Thar 
we might devour the Man more righteous 


- | than our Selves ? Pliny (n) hath obſerved (1) Lib. 8. 
-F it. Nullum animal maleficum in Creta ; SO 
and Solinus to) adds, Nec ulla SErP2NS : (0) Cap. 17, 


But they ſhould have excepted the [nha- 


bitants ; for they were »98 vele (and (p)(P) v. 13 


this Witneſs, I am ſure, » true ;) nor on- 
ly Evil Beaſts, as we tranſlate it, but 
Venemous too : and I with there were no 
other lard could ſhew Fipers too many, 
that have eat out the Bowels of their 
Common Mother, and flown in the Face of 
their Political. Father , without whoſe 
benigner Influence their chill and benum- 
med Fortunes had not Warmth enough, 
to raiſe them to ſo bold an. Attempt. 
'Tis a———y that I go on to the reft 
of that CharaGer : bur your own Experi- 
ence ſhall juſtifie me, if I ſay, that the 
x<5ipes dp3a}, thar remains, hath been ſince 
exemplified in ſome other Senſe x and 
our 1dlenefs, and Fulneſs of Bread, thoſe 
dvins of Sodom, ' have, 1 fear, long ſince, 
proclaimed it to our Faces. And now I 
carinot wonder, if it be obſerved from 


the Records of Hiſtory, (as {qg Grotins (4) ta ris, 
aſſures us, who knew thent well) that '® « * 


the Cretuns were (and I wiſh, there were 
no 


(r} Jad, ix. 
27. 


() V., IO. 


(t) Gal. V. 1. 
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no otlicr-\uch) a m47nous, and a /editiqus 
People ; \and had bur: too nnich need-ito, 
be put itt mind by 7ztzs, to be ſubict to 
Principalities, and Powers, -and to abey 
Mariſtrates : For' ir) the Men of Sechem 
eat, and drink, and (then. molt naturally 
g0 ont to)-wurſe .4{bimelech; (Ay, and 
David, they would have done, had they, 
lived in his: Time, and the Flazon held 
out ) for when our | Be//zes, and our 
Freeads, are fill, then 19 be.to our Go- 
veruors 5 and Wealth, and Haſe, and ha-, 
ving nothing to dv, makes us ripe for any 
thing, 'that is Evil. There were, amonglt 
the' new-Converts of: Creet; ſome falie. 
Brethren (t).of the Circumciſion; for the 
ſtopping of whole - Mouths, as ſome 
have thought, and St. Chryſo/tow among(i 
the reſt; St; Paul in chief deſigned this 
Epiſtle. "And-I ſhould be glad to. be 
aſſured; char: there are not fome among(t 
us,' who though they: love not to Blecd, 
yet 1 am afraid, are tooxprone to Judaize 
in ſome'erher: Inſtance;; and: to retrive 
fome orher*+ part of «the: Moſaical Pzda- 
goeze, which perhaps; ſuits:no. better with 
thar (t)-{73berty, to.which Cheift our Lord 
hath called us; and in which we, ought to 


ſtand faſks Fis with © much Reluctance 


could IF halk it {0 full n'my way) that 
7 ſhew you ithe' Cretan «Labyrinth, that 
op NOF 
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not long ſince, I am-ſure, was amongft 
us (God grant it be nor till) that in- 
extricablc,;, and endicfs Maze of Errors 
and Zerefies, that every day opened it 
ſelf into new Paths and Allies; dividing, 
and fubdividing into never ending Mi- 
ſtakes, till they had abaled, and almoſt 
deſtroyed Relig/on with abomineblc Z7e- 
terogeneous Mixtures, and left the little 
Semblance of Chriſtianity, was left a- 
monegſt them, . an hideous Znſter, or 
Minotaur ,  Semibouimgue virum, Semi- 
virumgue bovem :---Jerulaiem, . aud Rome, 
party per pale; with Geneva, and Gra» 
covia, if youll have it quarierly, Ay, 
and Alecca too, I fear, in chief, ro em 
belliſh the Scautcheon. S | 

But, is there no Theſeus , no gene- 
rous Heroe, to attaque this Moxjter ? 
No courteous, .and charitable Ariadze, 
that will lend a Clew, and help us to 
diſentangle the ruffled $caiz, and ro c- 
vade theſe perplexed wandrings 2 Kath 
our Creet no Pidtamms 12 it to expel 
the Arrow, which ſo long hath gailed 
our ſides? No Countcr-p3z on for 1o ma- 
ny Miſchicts? Or rather, 1n the Pro- 


phetical Scheme, (u) /s there no Balm (y) fer. viii 


in Gilead ? 1s there wo Phyſician there 2 22 
Yes; there is: And therefore let us 
hope well of the hea/iz:7 of the: IVounds 


is 
wm 
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I 2, 


(46 ) 
of the Daughter of our People | ſince 
they are under the Cure of 7hoſe very 
Hands ; upon which God hath entailed 
a Miraculous Gift of Healing, as if it 
were on purpole to raiſe up our Hopes 
into lome Confidence, thar we ſhall owe 
one day to thoſe Sacred Hands, next 
under God, the healing of the Chxrch's 
and the Pecp/es Evils , as well as of 
the King's. Bleſſed for ever be that 
God, who hath reſtord us ſuch a Gra- 
cilous Sovereizn, to be the (w) Repairer 
of the Breach, and the Nurſing Father of 
his Church: and hath put it into the 
finz's Heart, to appoint 7itus, as this 
Day, to Ordain E'/ders for every City, 
to ſupply all, that 1s wauting, and to cor- 
ret, whatever is amiſs. Bleſſed are our 
Eyes, for they ſee that which many a 
Righteous Man (more Righteous, than 
ve) defired fo much to ſee, and hath nox 


x) Jo iti, a, e272 It: And Bleſſed be this Day, (x) 


(y) Ifa. Ix}, 2+ 


(Let God regard it from above, and a 
more than common Light ſhine upon it |) 
in which we ſee the Phenix ariſing from 
her Funeral Pile, and taking Wing a- 
gain; our Holy Mother, the Church 
ſtanding up from the Duſt, and Ruins 
in which the fate ſo long, taking (y) 
Beauty again for Aſhes, and the Gat- 
ments of Praiſe, for the Spirit of Feavi- 

nefs ; 


(47) 

ce | eſs; remounting the Epiſcopa! Throne, 
ry | bearing the Meys of the Kingdom of 
ed | Heaven with her, and armed (we nope) 
it } with the Rod of Diſcipline ; her Hands 
&S | fpread abroad; to Bleſs, and to 0rdaiy, 
'C to Confirm the Weak, and to Reconcile 
x© | rhe Penitent; her Breaſts lowing with 
S | The ſincere Milk of the Word; and 97: 
of | with a Golden Girdle under the Paps, 
= | tying up All by a meet Limitation , 
at and Reſtrition tro Primitive Patterns , 
i and Preſcripts Apoſtolical. A fight fo 
f Venerable, and Auguſt, that me thinks, 


e | it ſhould at once ſtrike Love, and Fear 
S into every Bcholder, and an awful Ve- 
, neration. I may confidently tay it, 


*T'was never well with us, ſince we 
ſtrayed from the due Reverencz, we 
ought to Heaven, and Her ; and *cis 
{trange, we ſhould no ſooner obſcrve ir, 
bur run a Madding after other Lovers, 
that ruind us, till God (z) hed7ed in 2) ref. ii, 
our way with Thorns, that we could no ®. 7: 
longer find them, and then we aid, 7 
will go, and return to my former 11+ſ- 
band ; for then was it better with me thes 
Yom. 

Well ; Bleſt be the Mercies of God, 
we are art laſt returned ; and 7z/zs is 
come back into Creer ; and there are 
Elders ordaining for eyery City. Bur, 
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FHic Rhodus, hic Saltus. Reverend Fa- 
ther, this is your Creet, adorn it, as 

ou can. The Province is hard, and 
the Task weighty, and formidable, even 
to an Ange/s Shoulders. That, we 
miſtake not ; 7itus was not left behind 
in Creet, to take lis Eaſe, or to ſheep 
out the Storm, which ſoon after over- 
rook St. Paul at Sea; he might well 
expect a worle at Land ( Naufragium 
terreſtre) and a more tempeſtuous Eu- 
roclyan. Believe it, a Biſhrip's Roab is 
(a) ZTunica mol:ſta (as the (b) Martyrs 
pitch'd Coat was calld of Old) and fits, 
perhaps, more uncafic upon the Shoul- 
aers» The Miter is not "Ogzz 32ain, tO 
render #wvifible, or inwulrerable ; but 
rather expoleth ro Enemies. "The Rot- 
chet, and the Swrplice, Emblems of In- 
2icence indeed, but Harks of £Exvy too : 
and 'tis in thole Whites, that Malice 
{ticks all her Darts. And therefore SC 
Paul was fain to entreat 7imothy into 
this Dignity ; (c) For this cauſe beſought 
I thee, to abide at Epheſus: for there 
were Beaſ?s to be fought with there ; 
and the A4p2t/e had tried them, (d) both 
Tooth, and Paw. So that I cannot won- 
cicr, if our Bithops ſay, Nolo Epiſcopari, 
in good Farneit: and if any of our (e) 


XXxVlile 25) Zargs thruſt forth a haſty Hand, and 


be 


( 49) 

be laid hold.on;- and the Scarlet Thread 
caſt.abour his Finger ; *ris not ſtrange, 
if:hei draw. back 'his Hand, and refuſe 
the Primogeniture ; chuſing rather to lye 
hid' in Obſcurity, quam wvinFtus Purpur 
-progred;, as the great C ardinal (f) wit- (f) Baron, E- 
tily. alludes. AS. in Creet new Founded, piſt. a4 Papmm 
{din E£rg/and; new Reſtored, there muſt I " 
needs be many things wanting, and much © 
amiſs, not {o eaſily ro be ſupplied, or a- 
mended. ,-  :; 
| ,., When:the. Lord turned again the Cap- 
| tivity of Sion,. "they made their thankful 
| acknowledgments, and {aid in the P/a/m, 
| (8): The Lord: hath. done great things for (8) Pal. 
| wo already, whereof we will be glad. Bur # 
| then. it follows. immediately in' the next 

Ferſe; (b) Turn,.again. our Captivity, O ) v4. 
| Lord: as the, Rivers in the South. Te 
| ems their Captivity (I am ſure Oars) 
is {till to t#r» again, even after-ris recurs 
xed. For there are Reliques.-of it -{till 
behind, and the ſad Efefs. remain, (an 
Age will. hardly. be able to; Eface them;) 
and, which is the ſaddeſt. of All, we are 
{ Qill, I fear, in Ca tivity to the {ame Sins, 
| that occaſioned that ; and they are able 
| to bring upon us 7er Thouſand Caprtivi- 
| ties, worſe than the former. Plainly, 
| thete are Riddles in our Condition , (and ,;, 1,s wiv, 
whoſe Heifer ſhall we plow with (i) to 1s. 

2 EY D 3 uſe 
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unfold them ?) Returned, and not neturn- 
ed: Reſtored, and yet'mi fo fully refto- 
red:---jn fine, with them in the- Pſalm, 
@&) par. (C k) We--are like to them, that dream. 
cxxvi. 11 With St. Peter, (1) the good Avgol liach 
() Aﬀ. Xt rouzed us, indeed, and-our Chains atg 
7. fallen off: we have boand on our Jaw 
dals, and begin ro find our Zegs a 
and: we are paſt the rſt; _ the & wok 
Ward: But, methinks, the Jrov Gate , 
that leads to the Cty, is not over-apt to 
open to us of its own accord, ſo that we 
wih nor-well, if it be'7-7xe, and Real, 
that is done by the 4Anpel; ſtill aprito 
think we ſee a fifa, Ty like: t0 alga 
that dream. We lave Jeruſalem i ( the 
true) and-the Z22 of Si9 in our'B 
Yer many look back to*Babel, and Jak 
titudes fit C aptives ſpilÞþ by thoſe: "IPA 
ters encreaſing them 'wiith their Pibttest 
If any © have Hon down- their Har py 
from © thoſe Wikows , chey are nor 
ftrong, not well tn Zane + and we ſearee 
find how toifirlg the Lord's Sing, even 
in our own Land.” 
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And therefore let me adviſe - you, 
naw, in the Cloſe of All ; Give not 
over, but ply your Devotions (till ; 
and whenever you ſing; /x Convertendo 
Dominus, in the mid{t of thoſe Doxo- 
logies, forget | not to inſert one Yerfi- 
cle of Petition, Converte, -iomine, Con- 
verte > Turn again, What remains of 9ur 
Captivity, and perfect our faint begin- 
ings.: Ay, that's. the way, if we would 
lucceed;, /Vota dabiumt, que belle negirunt. 
For God will. hear the. Prayers ot his 
Church, eſpecially for his 'Church ; as 
he did thoſe of David, Pſal. cxxxii. 
(m) Let . thy Prieſts be cloathed with (m) V. g. 
Righteouſneſs ; that's the Petition : And 
what faith the. Anſwer of God, a few 
Verſes after. (n) (I my ſelf) will cloath(n) V. 16, 
her. Prieſts (with Righteouſneſs 2 Ay, 
and) with Salvation (too) Let the S.rints 
ſhout for joy ; ſaith the Pfalmiſt : 7ler 
Saints, faith God, ſhall ſhout aloud for. 
Joy : So that there's more granted in 
both parts, than was asked. St. Paul 
knew well, that this was the Method :? 
And therefore, before he took forth his 
gon 7 its, the great Leſſon of my 7ext, 
he | firſt imparts his A4poſtolical Bene- 
diction; (o) To Titus, mine own Son (0) V. 4 
Grace, and Mercy, and Peace from God 
tbe Father, and the Lord Jelus Chriſt, 
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Cur Saviour. St. Chryſoſtome, and T heophi- 
la have obſerved it to'my hand, that he 
beſtows upon ſo great a Biſhp:the lame 
COMMA Bleſſing that he is. wont to give to6 
All (Tc; mois,” x 65 id)wrats) Grace, 'and 
Mercy, and Peace: Ay, and no Man, as 
they go on; hath-more need of ir; than He, 
Not of Grace;for who hath more Burthens;, 
co bear? More Difficulties, to go through 
with 2 Not of, Mercy : | For who.in greater 
danger of oftending either: God, or Man? 
Not of Peace; having ſo many Enemies 
on all ſides, and ſo many Troubles of eve- 
©) Inlocum, Iy fort. Only-(p) St. Fer-me adds, thar 
(q) 1 Pet. i.2, here's no Mult ip/icitur, as m ' other (q) 
72 ng Apprecations. ' Common Chriſtians may 
have their Peace m:/!ip/:zed\Pence wither, 
and Peace mitheut ;'Feace: with God, and 
Peace withuMextoo ; But 7145's Peace is 
fune - Mulk. piitatzone: The Biſhops, and 
Governours.of the Church muſt look 4or 


none, bur Peace with Feaver, and their: 


own Conſciences ;(and forthat frng/e Peart, 


(7) Matt, xiii (r) likewiſe Merchants, they {&ll a#, thar' 


46. cr, vi, LEY have;)Astor the reſt, "c4o20h paar (8) 
C that's their Lot, and that's tizeir /7otrotod : 
They muit look for F77/mgs without St, 


Pau!, in that Divine Pated, Gory to the Be 
ſhops of the Province of Epheſus ( Adt.xx.) 
though, 23S he faith, for the ſpace of 
tpree® years together be bad not ceaſed 

:.. to 


your fe 
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to wary every one, of them, | night and 
day, with Tears"*(as knowing well both 
the * }urthen and the'danger, they ſtood 
under ;') yet ( a tender' Aﬀection: ha- 
ving never -{aid/'ehough) ''heireſumes 
the Argument” (verle 8.) Take .heed:.to 

es and'\ to"all the Flock: For 
[ kuow, that; after > my de panting fball 
grievous Wolves © enter - in” .amonalt ::you 


(Aviur Gap; he had almoſt-faid' Avagivdpam; 


(t) Mankind, Wolves)" that will neithen(t) Weet- 


Spare the flockyj\ nor Tou ; but, by'a® wittys ;, 


and;' competiciious? Malice, vattagae 1'the 
Shepherd fir(t,." chat. the Sheep: my be 
featicred, and {fo gleaned up at leifure. 
And: therefore, 7ake heed tq your felues 
19the 'firit vplace, in - whoſe::Welfare 
chat of 'the 'Flock is.: fo cloſely: bound 
up.” And yet, after all thele Caveats, 
and. very ſcalonable Adwvertifements, he 
cannot- yer betieve! them ſafe; unleſs: he 
leaves - them:under a' better Guard; :than 
His,''or theiro Qwr : And: therefore, in 
fine, he: kneels down, and prays: with 
themz-and for them all, recommending 
them to Ged; and to the Ward .of bis 
Grace. And +I know ; not where: better 
to leave you,. than in the Pra&ice; and 
actual f#xercife: of: a Puty fas, fairly. re- 
commended : . And'ſhayl therefore ceſire 
you, to turn. yaur: Weagied Eyes tom 


ty 


olves, 


( 54) 
Me, and lift them -up to . Zeaven (from 
whence -every good, and perfe Gift de- 
ſeends) to (eek from thence the Smoos» 
thing of all Difficulties, the Solving 
of all Doubts, 'the- Calming of all Ani- 
mofities, and the Uniting of all Aﬀe- 
ions: And to beg. of that Father of 
Metcies, and God of. all Couſolations , That 
he will (every. day more, and more) 7 urs 
again our Captivity, like the Rivers in 
"the South; that they, who ſow in'Tears, 
++: 114, way reap tn Foy : That he would ſend 
forth - his: good Spirit,.to moye upon 
the Waters of our Maſſah, and Meribah, 
to digeft. that Chaos, and Confufron, and 
Strife. of + Opinions into on? beautiful, 
and 'Harmonious 'Compoſure : And final- 
ly, That He, who, by the hand. of 
his holy Apoſtle, founded this Charch 
of Creet. in. 7itus, and his Elders, in 
a--meet; 'and decent Imparity, - and Sub- 
ordination ;' would: maintain his own 
Ordizaxce atnongſt us- alſo; -and juſtifie 
his 7aſt#tations to the utmoſt againſt all. 
Gainſayers; That the Rod of Aaron may 
apain bud, 'and bloſſom, and bring forth 
fruit amongſt us; That his Urim and 
his Thummim, may be with his Holy 
Ones; That he would bleſs their $ w__ 
and accept the Work of their Hands, and 


ſmite through the Loins of them, that 
hate 
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hate them, that they riſe not again : That 
ſo there may never want a Succeſſion of 
Holy Biſhops, and Prieſts, to ſhine as 
Lights in the World, holding forth the 
Word of Life ; ti# we all come 7x the 
Unity of the Faith, and of the Know 
ledge of the Son of God, unto that Per- 
fetion and Fullneſs of the everlaſting 
Kingdom : To the which, God in Mer- 
cy bring us all , through the Merits of 
his dear Son. To which moſt bleſſed 
Father, and Son, with God the Zoly 
Ghoſt ; be aſcribed by all the Creatures 
in Aeaven, and Earth, Bleſſing, Flo- 
nur, Glory, and Power, both now and 
\ for eyermore AMEN. 
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| ISAIAH xxvi. Ver. 9. 


#--hen thy Judgments are m the 
Earth, the Inbabitants of the [Forld 


| will learn Righteouſneſs. 


RJ HIS Chapter with the two 
| next before, and that, which 
| follows, arc all four parts of 


the ſame prophetic Sermon, 
| (as appears by thoſe words ſo often re- 
| peated in them, /» that Day,fixing and de- 
termining All to the ſameEpoch,and Period 
of Time;) belong Allto the ſame ſubject 
Matter, ſc. the Deſtruftion of Judah and 
Feruſalem, whether by the Babylontans, 
' or the Romans, or both. So that zhe 
Earth (or as we may rather tranſlate, the 
Land, or the Country) waſted, and utter- Ver. 1. & 3. 
ly ſpoiled, and turn'd upſide down, Chap. 
xx1v. is doubrleſs the Land of Fewry : 
And the World that laaguiſheth, and fa- 
deth away, Ver. 4. of that Chapter, not 
much wider ; that, and the neighbour- 


ivg Regions, with whom the Jews had 
come 


Wi & 927 
i599, & 1 Ot- 
K#j4 &pn : 
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commerce, and intercourſe of Peace and 
War, Moab, and #zypt, and Babylon, in 
a word, the Jewiſh World; (for fo both 


the Hebrew and Greek words uſually | 


tranſlated the Earth we the World, arc 
often in Scripture-langtuage contracted 


and limited by the Matter in hand:) And} 


conſequently the City of Confufron, which 
3s broken down, a City turn'd Chaos again, 
as the Zebrew imports, Chap. xxiv. x0. 
the City turn d into a Heap, of a Ruine, 


nay, i tumzulum, as the Vulgar Latine, | 


or &; y$7«a, as LXX. tranſlate ir, into 


one great Sepulchre to it ſelf, buried in 


its own Rubbiſh, Chap. xxv. 2. The lofty 
City laid "low, even to the Ground, and 
abaſed in the very Duſt, Chap. xxvi. 5. 
The City deſolate, and forſaken, and left 
Wilderneſs, and deſert all over, Chap. 


WI IE 


a 


XXV1i. IO. are but ſo many variations of F 


the Phraſe, and fignific all the ſame thing, 
the burning of Ferufalem by Nebuchadnez- 
2ar, or Titus, or (as {ome will have it) 
by both. 

This ſad Devaſtation the Prophet firſt 


beholds i» ſpeculo prophetico, {ces it from Þ 


far in his prophetic 7eleſcope, as clearly, 
and diſtin&tly, as if it were before his 


Eyes, and deſcribes -it here and there| 


the whole Sermon throughout, but chiet 


ly, Chap. xxiy. in ſo lofty a Language, 
that 


( 61 ) | 

that many have miſtaken it for the Fa 

of the World, and the Confummarion of 

all things. Bur then to {weeten fo ſad a 

Theme, he aſſures them, it ſhall not bea 

Navoasdeiz, God will not make a final End 

now : No, a Remnant ſhall be left, as 

the ſhaking of an Olive-tree, and as the 

Gleaning Grapes, when the Vint age i done, 

Chap. xxiv. 13. Nor ſhall they be only | 

preſerved, but reſtored too ; The Lord 0+ 5omps 

God will in time wipe away every 7ear ks 

from off all Faces, and at laſt, ſw./ow 

up this Death too in /:tory, Chap. 

xxv. 8. Hee'l turn their Capriviries, 

and rebuild their City, and tiic 

Temple too ; and all this ſhall be as it | 

were Life from the Dead, as the Apo- Ro. i. 15; 

{tle calls it, ſo miraculous a Re-ceitabliih- 

ment, at a Juncture {0 improbable, whein 

they are deſtroyed out of all Ken of R<+ 

covery, that it thall be a kind of Retvr- | | 

reCtion ; and fo like the great One, that Ek. *x*'s 
'tis deſcribed in the very proper Phraies © 
of that, both by the other Prophets, 
and by Ours too a little below the Text, 
Thy Deal ſhall live again ; My dead By- ver. ig; 
dies ſhall ariſe : Awake aud finz ye that 
dwell in the Duſt, &c. And then (which 

' 1s of neareſt Concern to us, a1J to out 

CF preſent Buſineſs) the Prophet directs the 


Remnant that ſhould eſcape, how to be- 
ik E have 
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have themſclvcs under ſo great a Deſola- 
tion ; anc he contrives his directions in- 
to a thrcefol? Song (that they may be 
the better reinarkt and remembred) tun'd 
and firred to the rhree great Moments 
ot the Event. 

The jir/?, to the time of the Ruine it 
{e!f, Chap. xxiv. where having ſct before 
their Eyes the {ad proſpeCt of the holy 
City, and /Zouje of God in Flames ; When 
thus it ſhall be in the midſt of the Land, 
{2ith he, there ſhall be a Remnant, and 
they ſhall lift up their weice, and jins for 
the Mijeſty of the Lord, ſaying, Glorifie 
ye the Lord in the Fires, V. 15. And 
this is M77" VV a Song of Praiſe, 

The ſecond is m>yp ww a Song of 

egrecs or Aſcenſions, fitted to the time 
of their Return, when All ſhall be re- 
ſtor d and rebuilt again ; and that we 
have Chap. xxvti. 2. /» that Day ſing ye 
wnto her; 1 ineyird of Red Wine : I the 
Lord do keep it ; 1 will water it every 
moment ; leſt any hurt it, I will keep it 
Night and Day. 

The 'lird (of which my Text is a 
principle rain) belongs to the whole 
mi.ldle interya] between the Ruine and 
the R2ſtaucarion, in this xvi. Chap. 7 
tha' Day ſhall this Seng be ſuns in the 
Land of Fudah, We have a ſtrong —_ 

Sale 
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Salvation will God appoint for Walls anl 
Bulwarks, &c. As if he had {aid ; Though 
our City be Ruin'd, yer God 1s {till our 
dwelling place ; our Fortrelics ditmant- 
led, and thrown down, but Salvation 
will he appoint us for Wal!s and Bal- 
warks; Our Temples in the Dutr, but | 
God will be to us himfclf, as a /:7zle Ezk. i. 15. 
Santtuary. And chis 15 IIWn WW a Song 
ro give Inſtruction , reaching them , 
and in them us, how to demean our 
elves, while the Calamity lies upon us: 
ſc. to make God our Refuge, wer. 4. to 
wait for him in the Way of his Jucg- 
ments, ver. 8. and in this 9. ver. car- 
neſtly to defire him from the very Soul in 
the Night (in the Darkeſt, and Blackeſt 
of the Aﬀittion;) to /eek him early, 
when it begins to Cawn towarcs a bet- 
ter Condition ; and in the mean time, as 
tis in the Text, to improve all this te- 
vere Diſcipline, as he intends it, for the 
advancing us in the knowlecze of Him, 
and of our ſelves, and of our whote 
Duty ; For when thy Tudzments are in the 
Earth, the Tahabitants of the World will 
learn Riphteouſneſs. 

A Text you ſee, that ſuppoſerh TJuag- 
ments 1n the Earth, or upon a Laud (as 
its Occations) and ſo {uirabic ro onr 
fd Condition : A Text roo, tizzt pro- 
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poſeth our Learning, as its End and De- 
ſign, and ſo ſuitable (one would think) 
to out Inclination roo. The Character, 
and Genius of the Age we live in, is 
Learned: The pretence at this day fo 
high, and ſo univerſal, that He is No- 
Body now, who hath not a new Syſteme 
of the World, a new Zyporhe/ts in Na- 
ture, a new Meodel of Government , a 
new Scheme of God's Decrces, and the 
greateſt Depths in Theology. We are 
many of us acute Philolophers (that 
multi not be diſputed us; ) moſt of us 
grand Politics and Stateſmen too ; All 
of us (without exception) deep Divines - 
—— will needs be wiſcr than our Neigh- 
bours, but however wiſer than our 
Teachers and Governours, if not wiſer 
than God himſclf. A kind of Moral 
Rickets, that ſwells, and puffs up the 
Head, while the whole inner Man of the 
Heart waſts and dwindles. For like 
the /i!ly Women, Diſciples to the old 
Gnoſtics, while we arc thus ever Learn- 
ing (pretending to great Heights, and 
Proficiencies) we come never to the Knows 
ledge of the Truth Cthe Truth which is 
according unto Godlineſs ;) Tn fine, amongſt 
{o many Learners they are but few that 
learn Righteouſneſs: —— And therefore, 
God himſelf hcre opens us a School ; 

crects 
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eres a ſevere Diſcipline in the Text ; 
brings forth his Ferulas, when nothing 
elſe will ſerve the Turn. For he hath 
indeed four Schools, or rather four di- 
ſtint Forms, and Claſſes in the ſame great 
School of Righteouſneſs ; the laſt only 
(that of his Judgments) expreſs in the 
Text, but the reſt roo ſuppos'd art leaſt, 
or covertly implied. 

For whether we look upon the latter 
Clayſe of the propoſition. 7The nhabi- 
tants of the World will learn ; —= We 
find our ſelves there under a double Fore 
mality ; As Learners, and as Inhabiters. 
As Learners firſt, and {o indued with 
Faculties of Reaſon ; Powers of a Soul 
capable of Learning, what is to be lcarn- 
ed ; ſtampr, and poſſeſt with firſt Prin- 
ciples, and common Notions which deep- 
ly ſearch'd and duly improv'd, and cul- 
tivated, might teach us Much of Righte- 
ouſneſs. And this is Schola Cord:s in Do- 
mo interiori, the School of the Hearr, 
God's firſt School in the little World with- 
in us. Secondly, as Inhabitants of the 
great World, which is God's School too, 
as well as his Temple, full of Doctrins 
and Inſtructions; Schola Orbis, in which, 
He takes us forth continual Leſions of 
Righteouſneſs Segue ipſum tncul- 
cat, & offert, Ut bene cognoſci poſſit ; and 
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chat both from the Natural World, and 
from the Political ; whether Schola Regy, 
or Schola Friclehg. Or if we return ro 
the former Branch of the Text, When 


thy Tudzments are in the Earth. This} 


when they are, ſuppoleth another time, 
when they Are Not in the Earth, and 
that time is the Time of Love (as the 
Prophet ſpeaks) the Seaſon of Mercy ; 
50 that, Thirdly, here's Schola Miſeri- 


cordiarum, the School of God's tender} 


Mercics inviting us, gently leading, and 
drawing us with the Cords of a Man, with 
the Bands of Love: And laſtly, when 
nothing elſe will ſerve, here's Schola Ju 
diciorum,the School of God s fevere Judg- 
ments driving us to Repentance, and 
compelling us to come ii and learn Righe 
reouſne!s. A proviſion ( you {ce) every 
way ſufficient, and abundant for our 
L.carning, were not we w anting to our 
ſcives. 
Bur alas! We may run by the Text, 
and cafily read in ir theſe three things, 
as {o many yery Natural Deductions, and 
Emanations from it. Firſt, our own 
Ignorance and Stupidity ; Born like a 
wilde Ajje's Colt, as Zephar ſpeaks ; 
and then to our Natural we add aftectcd 
Ignorance roo ; So that we are much to 
teck, and to learn Rightcouſheſs ir muſt 
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be taught us. Secondly, God's infinite 
and inexprefiible Grace and Mercy to 
us : that when we had b.urrd the Origi- 
nal, defac'd rhe firſt Traces of Riglte- 
ouſneſs upon our Souls, he was plcas'd 
to provide Expedicnts to teaci ir us 
apain the ſecond time, that we might 
be renewed unto Knowledge after the Imre 
of him, that created us in Rizhteouſneſs, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks. And Thirdly, Our 
indocible and unteachable Humour, our 
foul and ſhameful Non-proficiency under 
ſo plentiful a Grace. For thongh the 
Text indeed {p22ks of our learning Righ- 
teouſneſs, when God's Judgments ar up- 
on us; yet (if the Appearances of the 
World abroad ſuggeſted nothi:ig to the 
contrary) 'tis introduc'd here in the Text 
too, as the Efiet of che lait Form in 
God's School, in excluſion of ail rhe 
former as ineffetual ; his urmoſt Me- 
thod nor to be uſed bur ar a piach, when 
all the rcitare batfled, and prove impro- 
ſperous upon us : And then 'tis expre!l 
in the Original, and -learaed Yer/vs 
with ſo many Limitations and Aba.c- 
ments-(as we fhall ice by and by) lat 
we may well give it up as the ſum and 
up-ſhot of all , that our All-mercijul 
God omits no Means or Methods of 
our Improvement ; but we (lupinely 
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negligent, and prodigiouſly ſtubborn as 
we are) render them all ineffectual. 


That we may do ſo no longer, but | 


rather make good the profeſſion, with 
which we have dar'd to appear this Day 
before God, of humbling our ſelves un- 
der his Almighty Hand; Let us, before 
we paſs on any further, lift up our Hands 
and our Hearts to Him in the Heavens, 
beſeeching him by the Power of his 
Mighty Grace- ſo to ſanCtific to us All, 
both the Senſe of his preſent Judgment, 
and all our Meditations and Diſcourſes 
thereupon, that by all we may be pro- 
moted in learning Rightcoutnels. 


" 8 "Ze Inhabitants of the World will 
learn Righteouſneſs or Fult ice : What's 
thar 2 Is there ſuch a thing in the World? 
Or is it a Name only, and a glorious 
pretence ? Is it not only another word 
for Intereſt or Utility, and ſo nothing 
juſt, but what is profitable ;- Carneades 
his infamous Afſertion retriv'd and own'd 
with open face by Chriſtians? Is it not 
the taking of a party, 'or the eſpouſin 
of a Faction, and appcaring for it with 
heat and animoſity ; and a ſavage con- 
demning and i deſtroying All that are 
not of-it? Is it not the Profeſſion to 
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life ſoever is conſequent thereupon 2 An 
airy inviſible Righteouſneſs, that never 
embodies or appcars in our Actions, but 
hovers in the Clouds, in ſpeculations 
and fancies, where no Man can find 
it ? 

The Truth is, there is no piece of 
Unrighteouſneſs more common in the 
World, than thus ro weigh Juſtice ir 


| (elf in an unjuſt Ballance ; while every 


one contrives his ZZypothefts, 10 as to 
ſalve the Pheznmena, fo declares his 
Notion, as may beſt ſuir and comport 
with his own unrighteous practices. 
But the Righteouſneſs we are to learn 
in God's School, muſt not bea ſelf-choſen 
Righteouſnels : We mult not pay God 
our Soycraign, the Tribute of our Obe- 
dience in Coin of our own ſtamping ; 
it muſt be ſuch as will abide the Touch- 
ſtone of his Word, and the Ballance of 
his Sanuary. To make ſhort, Righs 
reouſhnels or Juſtice, though elſewhere 
a ſingle Vertue, yer here 'tjs virtually 
All : — Sunifbdln m7" deem, and (aid 
the Prophet; and the Phyloſopher af- 
ter him, 'Ov we&- apes, am Gan dpsni toy, 
not a part, but all Vertue : And fo 
often bur in Scripture, and Fathers, com- 
prehenſively all Religion, the whole Dury 
of Man, i 5% wlangy 4wwarngens, faith St, 
tn | Chriſeſtome : 
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Chriſoſtome : Omnes Virtutum ſpecies uno | | 
Fuſtitie nomiize, (aith St. Ferome. Not 
a particular Star, nor a ſingle Conſlellati- 
on, but a whole Heaven of Vertues, an 
entire Globe of Moral and Chriſtian Per- 
fections ; an Univerlal Rectituve of the 
Will, conforming us in all Points to God's 
Righteous Law, the Rule of our Righ- 
tcouſneſs, Or if you will in two words, 
tis Saum cuique to give every one his 
Due ; Suum Deo firſt, and then Suum 
proximo ; give God his Due, and your 
Neighbour too : Theſe are the integral | 
parts of it. So that Righteouſneſs, as 
the great Rule of it, hath two Tables, 
or, it you will two ZZemiſpheres, the up- | 
per and the nether : Both 1ſo vaſt, that 
we cannot meaſure them in a Span ( the 
Span of time allotted me ;) I ſhall there- 
fore contract them to the occaſion, - and 
give you only ſome of thoſe particular 
Leſſons of Righteouſneſs, which this 
preſent Judgment of God upon our Land 
ſeems molt clearly to take us forth, both 
into relation to God himſelf, and to our 
Neighbours ; and then call you, and my 
{elf to a ſerious Scrutiny, how well we 
have lcarn'd them, and {fo an end. 

And: firſt we begin (as we ought) 
in giving God his due; in rendring to 
God the things that are Gods. To _ 
this 
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| this wide Univerſality too, and render 
it more proper, and peculiar we may 
reduce all to that firſt of Eſaz's three 
Songs mention'd at the beginning, G/o- 
rifie ye the Lord in the Fires; giving him C, xxiv. 15, 
upon this ſad Occaſion the Glory of thar 
great Triniry of his Attributes ; the 
Glory of his Power, and Majeſty ; the 
the Glory of his Juſtice and Equity ; 
the Glory of his Goodneſs and Mercy. 
Give him the Glory of his Power r. 
and Greatneſs; which the Prophet calls, 
' Sinzing for the Majeſty of the Lord, Chap. 
xxiv. 15. or Beholding the Majeſty of the 
Lord, when his Hand is lifted up, in the 
verſe after my Text. How great and 
glorious our God is, who is in himſelf 
incomprehenſible, appears beſt by the 
'glorious greatneſs of his Works. If he 
builds, it is a World, Heaven and Earth, 
and the Fulneſs of both. If he gives, 
it is his only Son out of. his Boſom, 
the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon. If he re- 
wards, 'tis a Crown, 'tis a whole Heaven 
of Glories. If he be angry, he ſends 
| a deluge; opens the Cataradts of Hea- 
{ "en above, and breaks up the Fountains 
| of the great Decp below, and pours 
{ forth whole Flouds of Vengeance : Or Sdvis. 
clic he rains down Hell our of _— 
an 


(72) 
and in a moment turns a Land like a 
Garden of God into a dead Sea, and a 
Lake of Brimſtone. If hediſcover him- 
ſelf by any overt expreſſion of his Pow- 
cr, though the Intention be meer Mercy, 
and loving Kindneſs, Mortality ſhrinks 


> em Mi) COT "CON EO In. _ I _ oy 


from ic, and cannot bear it. When his | 


Glory deſcends on Mount $7xaz, the 


People remove, ana {tand afar oft, and | 


Ex. XX.18,19» Let not God ſpeak with us ( lay they ) 


Lac. v. $. : k 
ſaith St. Peter, amaz'd at that miracu- 


lous draught of Fiſhes : How much 


more ſhould the Inhabitants of the | 


World tremble before him, when his 


Pr, cxiv. 7, 8. Earth : Tremble thou Earth, the preſence 


of God (faith the Pſalmiſt) even when | 


he improyes the hard Rock into a Spring- 
2 ing Well : Much more when a Suifal 

Pl. cvit. 34 Land he turns into barrenneſs, or a ſtate- 
ly City into Aſhes, for the wickedneſs of 


leſt we die : And Depart from me, O Lord, | 


great and fore Judgments are in the | 


them that dwell therein. I am horribly |} ,\ 


Ps afraid, {aith David, for the ungodly that 
Hebr, xii, 21, forſake thy Law ; and 7 ares fear, 
and quake, ſaid Moſes, at the giving of 

it : But when our Lord ſhall come 

. again to require it, The Powers of Hea- 

Dat, XXIV-29. 2» ſhall be ſhaken too ; the Angels 
themſelves (as St. Cryſoſtowe interprets) 


though pure and innocent Creatures 
| ſhall 
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ſhall tremble (9Z5:a) to ſee the ſeverity Hom. 77. 


of that Judgment. How much rather ® 
ought we, wretched Creatures that we 
are, conſcious to our elves, of Duſt, 


' and fin, to tremble and quake at the 
| Wrath of this dread Lord of the Uni- 
| verſe ; at whoſe Voice alone, the great 
Emperour Caligula runs under the Bed, $#*ton. 1.v- 
| and the mighty Bel-/hazzar's Lions are ,\y. 6. 


Looſed, and his Knees knock one againſt ' 
another, when God bur writes bitter 


things againſt him on the Wall. 


It were a yain Aﬀectarion, toattempt 
a Dclcription of the greatnels of our 
late horrible Devaſtatzoy, This were to 


| be Ambitioſus in Malis, to chew over 


all our Wormwood, and our Gall again: 
This were R:gam ' aſcipolire, which the 
xi 7 ABLES forbad, to carve and 
paint the Wood of our Funeral Pile. 
| ſhall only call back your thoughts to 


ſtand with me upon the proſpe&t of 


that horrid Theatre of the Divine Judg- 


ments, ans ſay, Come hither, and behold xlv1. 8 
the Works of the Lord, what Deſolation 


he hath made in. the Earth ; and then 
who will not joyn with me to fay up- 
on ſo conviacing an occaſion 2 We hum- 
ble our ſelves under the Almighty Hand 
of God, the Lord of all the Wor ll ; 
We adore his Power and Majeſty 1a 

LOW1Y 


Iſa. xl, 15+ 


Apdc. xv. 3,4. 
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lowly proſtrations ; before whom all the 


Nations of the World are as a Drop of 
the Bucket, the Globe of the Earth, as |} 


the ſmall Duſt of the Ballance, and who 
taketh up the Ifles (even our Great Br#- 


tains too, as we call them) as a very | 


little thing. Great and marvelous are 


thy Works, O Lord Ged Almighty ! Who | 
would not fear. thee, and glorifie thy Name, | 


when thy Judgments are thus manifeſt 2 
Thou haſt brought them down that 
dwell on high, and laid the lofry Ciry 
low, even to the Ground; the Foyous 
City of our Solemnities, the Royal Cham- 
ber, the Emporeum of the World, the 
the Mart of Nations, the very 7op-Gal- 
lant of all onr Glory in the Duſt. Ever 


Matth. xi, 26, fo Holy Father, for fo it ſeemed good in 


Heb, Xi. 21, 


thy fight. We ſay not to our God, 
What de'ſt thou >? Wherefore hath the 
Lord done thus to this great City 2 We re- 
ply not, we anſwer not again : The 
Lord hath ſpoken; let all the Earth keep 


filence before him, We acknowledge thy 


Hand in it, O our God ; we ſubmit to 
thy good pleaſure in it; we wait for 
thy Comfort, and thy Salvation in it. 
We meckly kits the Rod that {ſtrikes 
us: With dying Jacob we deſire to wor- 
ſhip &h To FTT2), F Voabds, witn perfeCt Res 
fignation as we are able, /eazug and re- 

poſing 
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| poſing upon the ?op of this thy ſevere 


Rod. For ſhall we receive Good at the 


Hand of our God, and ſhall we not re« 


cerve Evil ? "Tis the ſame Bletſed Hand 
that diſtributes and ſtrikes ; and with 
equal Reyerence and AfﬀeCtion we adore 
it, whether he opens it wide in Bounty, 


| or contracts it cloſe in ſeverity : The 
| one the Divine Rhetoric to perlwade us 


to learn Righteouſneſs ; the other his 
more irrefragable Logic to convince and 
conſtrain us. And therefore, we charge 
not our Maker fooliſhly ; but meckly 
accepr the punifhment of our Iniquiry. 
And having thus adord his Power (which 
was the Firſt) we go on in the next place 
to acknowledge his Juſtice too ; ſaying 


with holy DAYID, Righteous art thou, pf. cxix. 137; 


0 Lord, and juſt are thy Judgments : The 
ſecond part of God's Due. 

Give him the Glory of his F:/tice al- 
ſo; and if you learn no other Righte- 
ouineſs in his School, at leaſt learn His, 
and frankly confels it roo. For though 
God's Judgments may be lecret, yet 


they- cannot bee unjuſt : Like the great Pal. xxxvi. 5, 


Deep indeed, an Abyſs unfathomable ; 
Bur though we have no Plumb-line of 
Reaſon, that can reach it, our Faith a{- 
lures us, there's Juſtice at rhe Bottom. 


Clouds and Darkneſs are round about him, P'« SVik. 2 


{aith 


The King's 


Declaration, 


2 Theſ. i, 8. 
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ſaith the Pſalmiſt ; but, as i follows, 
Righteouſneſs and Fudgment are the Ha 
bitation of his Throne : So much we may 
eaſily diſcern through all the Veils and 
Curtins that invelop him, that Juſtice 
ſtands always faſt by his Judgment 


{eat. Arid therefore though it be a nice Þ 


and a delicate point to aſſign the par 


ticular ſins, for which God hath thusÞ 
ſorely afflicted us; yet muſt we declare 


(as we are waranted by {acred Autho- 


rity) That God hath laid his heavy Fudz-P 
ment upon us All, as an Evidence of his| 


Diſpleaſure for our Sins-in general. 


Not to engage. in that Common 
Theme ; we may clear it a little by theF 


Light of our own Fires {the particular 
Inſtrument of our Calamity} in two or 


three Refletions upon that. God ſpakef 


his Righteous Law at firſt out of the 
midſt of the Fire, Exod. xix. 18. And 


he ſhall appear from Heaven again inf 


flaming Fire, taking vengeance on them 


that obey it not, faith the Apoſtle. Nowf 


as the Prophet Amos argues from another 


circumſtance of Terrour, wherewith theF 


Law was given,the {ound of the Trumpet, 
the firſt Trumpet certainly,we ever read of, 
in any Record in the World, as the laſi 
Trumpet(the Apoſtle rells us) ſhall be that 


3 Cor. 15-52 of the Arch-Angel to ſummon us to ac- 
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count for it) Shall a Trumpet be blown Amos iii. 8 
(and fo ſay 1, ſhall a Fire be kindicd) 
in the City (nay, a whole City become 
but one great Fire) aud the Pcople not 
be afraid ; We not reflect upon our own 
Guiltineſs before God, who came at firft 
with a Fiery Law in his Rizht Hand tO new+. vxxiii; 
teach us our Dury, and ſhall come again 2- 
at laſt with dt Dndianation at his left Hed. X- 27: 
to devour all thoſe thar perform it not? 
Again, Fire and Water are the two great 
Inftruments of God' . double Vengeance 
upon the World of the Ungodly : The 
One . long ſince paſt recorded for our 
Inſtruction ; the other yet to come, TE 
Matter (ir ought to be, Iam (ure) of 
our . continual Terror. _ The World that 2 Pet. iti: 6. 
thea , was, periſhed by [ater (faith 
St. Peter) and the W. orld that is us JW, 
is 'reſervd unto Fire : In the meat 
time, Fire and Wartcr, 01g of com- 
moneſt Uſe with us, are aito the frand- 
ing Metaphors almoſt in every verie of 
Scripture, to exprzis God's Jud 2Ments 
of all forts : -Is it not on purpole Lo re- 
mind us, when ever we hear the fount, 
or make uſe of the thinzs, or feel rac 
lmart of either, to reiic.7t upon the hea- 
vy wrath. of God again din in his {0 
lolema expreilions ,of in? Once more, 
Fire is the 7yrant in Nature, the 4Azg 
bþ oh 
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of the Elements, the mighty Nzmrod inthe 

Material World. God hath given us this 

Active Creatute for our Servant, and we 

degrade him to the meaneſt Offices,to the 

Drudgery of the Kitchin, and the labour 

of the Furnace. But God can infranchize 

him when he pleaſes, and let him looſe up- 

ON us; and for our fins, of an ufcful Ser- 

vant, make him to us a rigorous, and a T'\y- 

rannical Maſter. Y ou taw him the other 

Day, when he clcaped from all your Re- 

{traints, meck'd all your Refiſtance,fcorn- 

ed the Limits, you would have fet him : 

Wing'd with our Guilt, he flew trium- 

phanr over our proudeſt Heights, waving 

his'cur!'d Head, ſeeming to repeat us 

rhat Leſſon which holy 'S. 4«/tiz taughr 

us long ſince, That the inferiour Crea- 

rares ferve us Men, only that we' may 

ſerve him, who made both us and them 

too. If we rebel againſt Heaven Zvexmas- 

Wifd. y, 20. wire 5 KiguT, laith the Wiſeman ; The 
World ſhall riſe in Arms upon us, and 

fraht with him againſt the Unwiſe. ' Even 
the Holy'-Fires of the Altar too, though 
kindied from Heaven on purpole to pro- 
pitiate ai angry Deity, proyd often 
though Men's provocations the Inſtru- 
ments of his Fury ; the Mercy-ſeat be 
came the Arlenal of Vengeance, + and 
{rom the preſence of God himſclf Har" 
forth 


(79) > 
forth thoſe Flames that devoured his Ad- 
verſarics ? And all to teach us this Lef- 
ſon, That 'tis Sin purs the Thunder into 
God's Hand, and turns Flames of Love 
into a conſuming Fire. 

And therefor: dream no longer of 
Granadoes or Fire-Balls, or the reit of 
thoſe witty Miſchiefs ; {earch no more 
for Boutefieus or Incendiaries, Dutch or 
French : The Dutch Intemperance, and 
the French Pride and Vanity, and the 
reſt of their Sins, we are {o fond of, 
are infinitely more dangerous to us, 
than the Enmity of either Nation ; for 
theſe make God our Enemy too. Or 
if you'l needs find out the Incendiary, 
look not abroad ; [ntus hiſtis, intus pe- 
riculum, (aith St. Ferome. Turn your 
Eyes inward into your own Boloms ; 
there lurks the great Make-bate, the 
grand Boutefieu between Heaven and 
ns. © Trouble not your felves with 
Planetary Aſpects, or great Conj.umitions j 
bur for your own Oppolitions direct 
and Diametrial to God, and his Holy 
Law. Fear not the Signs of Heaven, 
but the Sins on: Earth, which hath 
made a ſeperation between you and 
Jour God. 'Tis injurious to the {weer 
nfluences of the Stars, to charge then 
with ſuch dire Eftes, as Wars, and 

F 2 Peltilences 


Da1?. ix. 7. 


2 Pet. iii. 16, 
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Peſtilences and Conflagrations : Divine 
Tuſtitig opera h&c, ſunt (faith the Fa- 
ther) & humane injuſtitig, Theſe are 
the Products of God's Righteouſneſs 
upon our Unrighteouſneſs. Wherefore 
gloritie we God in theſe our Fires, ſay- 
ing with the Prophet, Righteouſneſs be- 
longs to thee, O Lord, but unto us con- 
fuſuen of Faces, as it 1s this day, be- 
cauſe of our manifold Treſpaſſes that we 
have treſpaſſed againſt thee. 

If yet it be expected I ſhould be 
more particular, in aſſigning the very 
Sins that have occaſiond this heavy 
Judgment, 'tis a flippery place, and 
hard to keep firm footing in it. The 
myſterious Text of God's Holy Pro- 
yidence (as I faxd before) is dark and 
obſcure; and ſo much the more, becauſe 
there are ſo many Interpreters , (for 
though there be no infallible Judge of 
the Senſe of it, yet all Fingers itch to 
be doing ;) their Conjecture ſo various, 
and full of contradiftion, ſo tinted 
and debaucht with private prejudice, 
that they do but 5e:##v, wreſt it unskil- 
fully, as they do the other holy Text, 
Convertunt in meatem ſuam (as the /Ethi- 
(pic tarns that place in St. Peter) tor- 
ture, and torment it, till it confeſs their 
own Senſe, As for the many ſpiteful 
and 
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and unrighteous Glofſes upon the ſad 
Text of our preſent Calamity (on 
which every Faction amongſt us hath 
a Revelation , hath an Jterpretation ; ) 
[ will not mention, much leſs Imitate 
them. Juſtus ' Accuſater ſut, faith the Þ-0. xvii. 17. 
Wiſe-man. Tis a righteous thing for 
every Man to ſuſpect himſelf, to look 
firſt into the plague of his own Hearr, 
and to be ready to lay with the Dil- 
ciples, Maſter, is it not [? We are all 
over-apt to charge one anorher footith- 
ly enough; to take Sr. Perer's coun- 
ſel, iazws av, to be kind and favoura- 
ble to our ſelves in our Interpretati- 
ons and Cenſures ; but God methinks, 
at preſent ſeems to accute us All. 

When a Judgment is particular and 
reacheth bur a few, we have a ſavage 
promptneſs in condemning the Sutterers, 
with, 7his is God's juſt Judgment for 
ſuch a thing, which we, it ſcems like 
not, though perhaps God himlelf doth. 
So long as the Thunder-bolt flies over 
our own Heads, we hug our elves, and 
All is well; Tis our dear paſtime, and a 
high voluptuouſheſs to fit and. cenſure 
others, and flatter our ſelyes, that we 
are more righteous than they. To mect 
with this ill Humour, God hath reachr 
us. noW an uniycrial fſtroak that comes 
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home to every Man : So that 'tis as our 
Prophet ſtates it in the beginning of this 
Sermon, As with the Prince aud the 
Lap. xxiv. 2» Przeſf, ( for j17312 is both) ſo with the 
People, as with the Maſter, and the Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſo with the Servant, as with the 
B::yer, and the Borrower, ſo with the 
Seller and the Lender. In fine, He is 
no Engliſhman that feels not this Blow : 
An«: therefore as the Jucgment is Uni- 
verſal, 1ct us give Glory to God, and 
confeſs, that the Sin is ſo too ; faying 
C3Þ.1X.32, 33. with the good N Nehemiai, Thou art juſt, 
' 0 God, in All that FD Brought upon US ; 
on cur King, ans on our Princes ; on our 
Prieſts, and on our Prophets ; Ow our Fas 
thers, aud on all thy People ; - For thou 
haſt 4, ne Right, Pac: we have All done 
Wickedly. Gol give us Grace to take 
_ every one the ſhame that belongs pro- 
perly to himſelf, and to joyn heartily 
rogether in a full Chorus at the laſt, 
repeating that excellent Exomolozeſts of 
holy David, with which [ began this 
point, and ſhall now conclude it, Righ- 
teonrs art thou, O Lord, and juſt are thy 
Judgments. on there is another yer 

3+ behind 

ng agen ' Laſtly, vive God the Glory of his 
bux Dei ep.ri- Mercy $00; that muſt' in no wiſe be 
bus ſuperingre- forgotten, 'Tis the priviledge : and' pre- 
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rogative of Mercy, that it mixeth it 
{elf in all Goa's Works ; even in Juſtice 


it ſelf roo. He fcrdeth forth Ligntuings Pol. cxxx5v. 7. 


with the Rain ( {auth the Pſalmift ) he 
bringeth the Wiads out of his Treaſaries. 
Strange furniture, one would think for a 
Trealury, Storms and Tempeſt ! But there 
is ſo very much of Mercy even in Go{'s 
Judgments roo, that they allo deſcrye 
a place amongſt his Treaſures, ay, and 
amongſt ours too. For he liceaſeth not 
a Wind, or a Storm, lcts not ily a flaſh 
of Lightning, or a Ball of Fire, but a 
Mercy goes along with it ; comes {1y- 
ing to us (if we mils it not by our Neg- 
ligence or Inadvertency) upon the Wings 
of that Wind ; and diſcovers it {elf to 
us cven by the Light of thoſe Fires. And 
therefore turn not away your Eyes in 
Horror, but ſtudy the /ate Conflagration: 
And even inthe Duſt and Aſhes of our 
City, if we ſift and cxamin them well, 
we may find rich Treaſures of Mercy 
hidden. 

« Mercy firſt, that God ſpar'd us, and 
preſery'd us ſo long. For without his 
Divine Manutenency, our ſtrongeſt Fa- 
brics had fallen immediately upon their 
very Builders, He that made all things 
at firſt, by preſerving makes them {lill ; 


new makes them every Moment ; and 
F 4 for 
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for his Wills ſake alone they were and 
are created, He carries Nature al- 
ways in his Boſom, foſtering and che- 
riſhing her; and that not only as ſhe 
came out of his own hand, and bears 
the Impreties of his Infinite Wiſdom 
and Power ; but as we have transform'd 
and diſpuis'd her by our petty skill ; 

as ſhe is fettered and ſhackled by our 
filly Artifices : Even the World of Fancy 
coo, the Poor Attempts and Bunglings 
of Art, our Houſes of Dirt and Clay 
(w hich we call Palaces and fo pleaſe 
our ſelves in) woul quickly fall aſun- 
der, and moulder ail into the Duſt they 
conliſt of, did not an Almighty Hand 
uphold them. If we keep notthe Houſe 
and the City, in vain the Builder builds, 
and the Watchman wakes, and the Cen- 
tinel flands perds. ' And therefore give 
we him the Glory of his Mercy, ayIng, 


Plal, XxXi. 23. 7 hanks be to the Lord, who'fo long jſhew'd 


us marvelous great Kindneſs, I fay not 
with the P/al/m, 9 a ſtrong City (though 
the ſtrongeſt without him is weaknels) 
but in a very weak One: A City in the 
Meanneſs of the Materials, the Old- 
neſs of the Buiidings, the Streightneſs 
of {ome-+ Streets, che ill Scituation of 
others,” and many like Inconveniencies, 
ſo <xpos'd to this Gitmal Accident, that 

It 
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it muſt needs have been long ſince in 

Aſhes, had not his miraculous Mercy 

preſervd it, who, ſo long as he pleaſeth 

(and that is juſt ſo long as we pleaſe 

Him) continues the Fire to us uſeful and 

{afe, ſerviceable and yet innocent, with 

as much caſe as he lays-it aſleep, and 

quite in the Boſom, of a Flint. : 
Mercy again, That he aftlifts usat all; 2. 

that-we are yet in his School ; that he © X6V- 12- 

hath nor quite given us over, and turn'd 

us out as unteachable and incorrigible. 

Felix cui Deus dignat ur irafci, faith Ter-. 

tullian ; in David's Language, Bleſſed s,,,; 

the Man whom thou ch.iſtneſt, O Lord, ..,z, tt - 

and teachzſt him in thy Law : ſend*lt him ar Fl 

thy Judgments, and learn'it him thy 

Righteoutheſs. Bur ro fin, and not be 

puniſhr, is the ſoreſt puniſhment of all, 

faich St. Chryſoſtome. © Dimifit eos ſecuns Pal. lxxxt.13, 

dum defideria Cordis, He ſuffer d them 

to walk after their own- Heart's Lufts, 

that's a dreadful portion : Let them 

alone, Why (hould they be ſtricken any iſa i. 6. 

more ? That's the proſperity of Fools that Prov. i. 32. 

deſtroys them, as Solomon ; or as David —_ 

phraſerh ie; This is for God to rain 

Swares upon the ungodly : 'A horrible Tem- 

peſt indeed ! As he there calls it, and 

worie than the Fire and Brimſtone in the 

lame Verle. | os t 
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3. | Mercy too, That he afflicts us him- | , 
ſelf, keeps us ſtill under his own Difci- | |; 
pline, and hath not yer given us over | , 
unto the Will of our Adverſaries. The | þ 

PC. xxvii. 14. hand of an Enemy poyſons the Wound : | . 

His Malice or his Infolence doubles and | , 

trebles the Vexation. The Malignity | , 

of the Inſtrument may invenom a Scratch | ,| 

into a Garngrene. But the Bleſſed Hand | | 

of God, even when it ſtrikes, drops | p 

Balſom. His very Rods are bound up | ,, 

in Silk and Softneſs, and dipr before F , 

hand in Balm: He wounds that he may þ 

heal, and in wounding heals : Una, ea- 

demque Manus Vulnus, opemque— And | jr 

therefore may we never be beaten by | p 

the hand of a cruel and inſulting ſlave: | 

— Bur /et our Righteous Lord himiclt ſmite | 

- . a of ſhall be a kindneſs ; let him 

correft us, and it ſhall be an excellent | 

Oyl. O let us fill fall into the Hands of 

25am. xxiv. God (for great are his Mercies) but let 
_ us not fall into the hands of Men. 

4- Mercy laſtly in the Degree of the Af- | 
fliction ; That he hath puniſht us leſs 
than our Iniquities deſerve ; afflicted | 
us in meaſure; corrected us in Judg- | 
ment, not in his Fury, for then we had | 
been utterly brought to nothing : That | 
we have had our Lives for a Prey , and 


are as ſo many Fire-brands pluckt out > | 
the | '4 
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the Burning. And therefore,why ſhould a 
living Man complain ? Say we rather as 
Abraham did in the Caſe of S2dom,when 


| he had that horrible Scene of Venge- 


ance now in his Eye, We are but Duff Gen.xviii. 27. 
and Afhes.' Not only Duſt in the courſe 
of ordinary Frailty, but Aſhes roo in 
the merit of a far ſharper Doom ; de- 
ſerve , that God ſhould bring us to 
Duſt, nay, even turn us to Aſhes too, 
as our Houſes. 7 15 of the Lord's Mer- Lam, iii, 22. 


' cies, that We our ſelves allo are not con- 
\ ſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail not ; 


that any part of our City is {till remain- 
ing ; that God hath left us yet a holy 
Place to aſſemble in, ſolemnly to ac- 
knowledge ( as we do this Day) his 


| moſt miraculous Mercy : That when 


all our Wit was puzzl'd, and all our 
Induſtry tir'd out, when the Wind was 
at the higheſt, and the Fire ar the hot- 


teſt, and all our hopes were now git- 


ving up the Ghoſt, Then He, whoſe 
ſeaſon is our greateſt extremity ; He, 
who Fftayeth his rough Wind in the Day Ch. xxvii. 8. 


| of the Fail-Wind, as 'tis in the next 
Chapter ; He, who alone {ers Bounds to 


the Rage of the- Waters; reſtrain'd alſo 


' | on the {uddain, the Fury of this other 


mercilels and unruly Element , by the 


| Interpoſition of his-Almighty A 


Cap. xXV- 9. 


Amos. v. 24. 
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hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no further, 
Ay this deſerves indeed to be the Mat- 
ter of a Song, Joy in the Lord upon {o 
great an Occaſion, upon ſo noble an 
Experience , ſits not unhandſom on 
the Brow of ſo lad a Day as this is. 7: 
ſhall be ſaid in that Day,(faith our Pro- 
phet, and let us all ſay it ; ſay it with 
Triumph, and Jubilee roo,) Lo, this 5 
our God, we have waited for Him, and 
He hath ſaved us ; This is the Lord, we 
will be glad, and rejoyce in his Salvation: 
The Zhird and laſt part (we ſhall 
mention, of God's Due, the Glory of his 
Mercy. Fn, 

And now having thus clear'd and ſe- 
cur'd the Fountain of Righteouſneſs, in 
the Diſcharge of ſome part of our Duty 
ro God (where regularly it muſt begin;) 
it remains, Ut ducatur Rivus Fuſtitie de 
fonte Pietatis, as St. Gregory ſpeaks : It 
mult not--be a Fountain ſeal'd or ſhut up 
within it {elf; (Religion is not, as ſome 
would have-it, a Spzrſedeas to common 
Honeſty ; the performing our Duty to- 
wards God, no Diſcharge of our Duty 


to Man -). In; the next place: it ſhould: | 
run Down like a River,in mighty Streams | 


of Righteouſneſs to all our Neighbours 
round about us ; the other great Branch, 


the tecond Table, or {if you will) the | 


other 
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other F7emiſpere in this great Globe of 
Rightcouſnels. And here, Ecce novas 
Hyanas, aliumque Oriona —---- So many 
new Aſteriſms and Conſtellations of 
Vertues appear, that the time will not 
give Icave tonumber them, or call them all 
by their Names: I can only touch light- 
ly the greater Circles, ſome of the more 
comprehenſive Lines and Meaſures of 
them in theſe few Generals, and ſo pals 
ON. 

"Tis Righteouſneſs Indefinitely Firs, 
and ſo Univerfally. So that *cwill not 
be ſufficient to: take forth {ome part of ir 
in God's School, a line or two, it may , 
be, of our-great Leſſon, and neglect 
the Reſt ; ro. ſtudy ſome one Page or. 
Paragraph, and tear all the Book be- 
ſides; to break the Tables (to far worle: 
efftet than Moſes did) and content our , 
ſelyes with ſome ſorry Fragment : No, 
Whatever.goes under the common Style 
of Univerſal Juſtice; whatever-falls with-: 
in the large Boſom of. that .comprchen-, 
five Fpitome, into which, ,our Lord him-, 


ww” _ \ "I 


elf abridg'd the Law and, the.Prophets,, 

| All things whatſoever ye would, that Men Matth.vii, 12. 

Fouts do to. you, do even ſo to them, 

Whatever comes within compaſs of that, 

| NouG- BaTiAmno:, as St James calls if, the, A 

Royal Law, (the jatter part of the holy pane 
| | ” 1 —__ 


Matth. xxii. 
38, 39. 
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Inftitutes, the other Tome of the Chri- 
ſtian Pande@s, the ſecond great Command. 
ment like the firit, as our Saviour-Styles 
it) Zhou ſhalt Iove thy Neighbour as thy 
ſelf; Even all the Offices and Inſtances 
of Duty between Man and Man ; (Re- 
verence and Obedience to our Superiors, 
Courteſie and Humanity to our Equals; 
Kindneſs and Condeſcention to our In- 
feriours; Gratitude and Thankfulneſls to 
our Benefactors ; Juſtice and Upright- 
dealing towards All; Truth in our 
Words, and Faithfulneſs in our Truſts, 
and Conſtancy to our Promiſes , and 
Candor, and: Sincerity and Honeſty in 
all our Aﬀions : And yer further and 
higher, for *tis a Righteouſneſs improv'd 
and heightened, or at lcaſt interpreted 
by our Lord into Love, and {b obligerh 
us beyond the ſtrict Meaſures of Com- 
mon Juſtice, and not only renders, what 
is legally due, but gives and forgtves 
beyond it;) Equity and Moderation to 
thoſe, that are-any ways obnoxious to 
us; Mildneſs and Gentleneſs to' thoſe 
that have any way offended'us ; Sympx 
thy and Compaſlion towards them thiat 
ſuffer ; Mercy and Bounty to them that 
need ; Goodneſs and Peaceableneſs, and 
Charity to all the World : Theſe are all 
parts of this great Leſſon, and whatever 
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elſe may help to denominate us The 
Righteous Nation that keepeth the Truth 
(as *cis in the ſecond verle of this Chap- 
ter) or the City in which dwells Righte- 
ouſneſs. 

- Bur then as 'tis Righteouſneſs indefi> »,. 
nitely, the (Commandment exceeding a= Pr. cxix. g6. 
broad, as David (peaks, wide in the Ex- 
tenſion ; fo it is alfo as deep in the In- 
tention, ) *tis Righteouſnels  /xternally 
and Spiritzally too ; as being a Righte- 
ouſnel(s taught us by God's, and not by 
Man's, Judgments only, and conſequent-= 
ly muſt have an Eiffc& proportionable : 
Tis when thy Judgments are in the 
Earth, Men will learn As the Jews, 
while their Fear towards God was taught © 
them by the Precepts of Men, drew near 
to him, and honoured him with their 
Mouth, only, ' but removed. their Hearts 
far away From him, Wai. xxix. 13. Upon 
the fame Ground , our Righteouſneſs 
will never exceed the Righteoutnels of 
Sctibes, and Pharifees, Hypocrites, muſt 
needs prove Noiſe, and appearance -orl- 
ly, a meer and vain Semblance, if we 
learn it in no higher School than Mans; 
. | fake it forth from the XII. Fables only, 

not from the ' Two, and! have no other 

Tutor in it-than So/ox, or Lycargus, Of 
| JufTinian. Far the Derivation cati re- 
71 & CLIT 
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rurn no higher than the Fountain-head ; 
and what is taught us only by the Sza- 
tutes of Orari, 'or at Calar's Fudgment- 
ſeat, will | never come _ up to what the 
perfect Law of God requires. While we 
are under this lower 'and cxternal Diſc 
pline only, if we can but skulk- and 
ſhift, and play leaſt in fight, and ſeem 
to be righteous, though we are not {o; 
Re@i in Curia , though not «prizht is 
Fart: Or if We be. diſcovered and 
impleacded..roo, if we can, whether. by 
Power or. Artifice , break through the | 
venerable; Cobweb, and run under the 
miſerable ſhelter, of a Temporal Indem» 
nity at theſe. lower Bars: Why, All is 
Prov. 30. 29 yell; with: Solomos's Wanton We 'Wipe 
our Mouths, and are {uddenly yery 
Virgins again, . not only ſafe,” bur inno- 
cent too.:- But though.. Humane Laws 
exact only.-outward Compliances, al: 
{ume not toi themſclyes;.tajudge the 
Heart , becauſe they cannoc + diſcern it, 
Nor. take-Cognizance of {ecret.{houghts 
and Purpoſes; further than they are de- | 
clard by overt Acts : V'er.God js a Spt 
rit, and. a. (Diſcerner;.. of the inmoſ 
Thoughts:and Intentions 3 and his Law 
Opirituat roo;;,and;. given to, the, Spirit; 
aud. the Righteouinels  raught. in - his 


School, is not a Carca(s, nor. an Ourt- 
| {1s | 
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fide only, but a living Soul, and a Spi- 
rit of Righteouſne(s : and by conlie- 
quence it ſtays not in the outward Act, 
(the proper Object of Huran Laws 
and Proviſions ;) reſtrains not only open 
violences (ſuch as the Judgment-lear of 
Man condemns, and the Schaffold; or 
the Gibbet take notice of;) not only 
{mooths and poliſheth the ourward Garb, 
to render that plautible in the eyes of the 
World: But goes yet further and dcep- 
er, eyen to the Heart ; compoſeth the 
whole Inner-Man too, and labours to ap- 
prove that to the Righteous. Judge, who 
{ces not as Man ſces;and, in fine, calls us 
up to that glorious hcight of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians in Juſtin Martyr, who o- 
bey'd indeed the Municipal Las of their 
Country,but out-liv'd them too, and ſur- 
mounted them far, To is flor ior mito rms; 
Tis vous, as he ſpeaks; they contentell 
not themſelves with to ſcant Mealures, 
bur flew a higher and a nobſlcr pitch,aim- 
ing-at a'more rcfin'd and pertect Righte- 
oultieſls, the worthy Effet of God's 
Judgments, and not of Mans only ; 
taught in his School alone, and not at 
our Tribunals. . And then, 

Laſtly, 'Tis Righteouſneſs Poſatively 
and Afirmatively roo. For though the 
Decalogue is almoſt all over Negative in 

G the 
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in the Style and Form of it; yet, our 
Lord, by reducing all the Precepts of it 
to one Afrmative (Love, and alſo by 
his Afirmative Gloſſes or Additions to 
it in his Sermo» on the Mount, {cems to 
have authoriſed the Rule of their Expo- 
ſition, receiv'd gencrally by Chriſtian 
Divines, That the Negative /lill infers 
the Afirmative, and that there are many 
Teas conceald in the Boſom of every 
{uch No. So that however 'tis indeed a 
part of our Duty, not to Murther, and 
not to Slander, and not to Cover, and 
the like, (an Obligation conſequent up- 
on God's prohibition; and he takes it 
well, when for his ſake we abſtain from 
the Evil we are inclin'd or ſtrongly fol- 
licited to, and fo accepts graciouſly our 
very Nothing,” as I may call it, our not 
doing amiſs ; thus giving us leave to in- 
cloſe, as it were, a part of our Waſte, 
and to raiſe fome Revenue upon it :) 
Yet this is ſo much ſhort of the Height 
of the Leſſon we are to learn in God's 
School, that *tis only the unlear- 
ning fomething that might obſtruct it ; 
{o far from making us truly Righteous, 
that it can only Style us Irmocent, and 
{et us Extra vita rather than Zutra wire 
tutem. We muſt not then content our 
{elves with a Nezative Righteouſnels ; 

nor 
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nor confine, and limit it within the for- 
ry bounds of the Phariſaical Boaſt, 7hat _ 
; ; . leT 3; 
we are not, as other Men are, Extortio* 
ers or Unjuſt : In ſome Caſes heis unjuſt 
too, thar gives not his own, as well-as he rc. c*i. g. 
that takes away what is anothers : Inthe 1{#-Ivili. 7, 8; 
Sacred Diale&t, Alms-Deecds are Juſtice 
too ; Even Adts of Mercy, and Bounty 
to thoſe that need them, f7ri&; Juris, a 
part of our Righteouſneſs ſometimes fo 
indiſpenſable, as not to be omitted 
withour Sin. And therefore glorific 
thy ſelf no longer, that thou doit harm 
to no Man : | 


— Cum dicis ſtultum, hui donat Amico, Fuvenal, $4 
(2ur paupertatem levat, attoli'q ie prop inqui, XiV. 
Et ſpoliare doces — — 


could the Heathen Poet ſay : He robs 
his Neighbour, that rcheyes him not : 
He ſpoils his Friend, that in ſome Caſes 
doth not ſupply him. And though 'tis 2 Cor. vil. 4; 
well (a good Decree) if we can {ay with S. 
Paul, Thave wronged no Man ; yet he only 
is perfectly blameleſs itt this kind, Qu: ne 
in co quidem ulli noceat, quo prodejje des 
fiſtat , as St. Jerom excellently ; who 75, , pig, 
doth not this Evil ro his Neighbour, 14 
that he omits to do him all the good he © <*=ime 
ean. Thou didſt not burn thy Neigh- 
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bours houſe ( a flrange piece of uns 
couth Righteouſneſs !) Bur do'ſt thou 
receive him into thy own, now he is 
harborleſs 2 Thou haſt not oppreſt, or 
impoveriſht thy Brother ; *Tis well : 
But is thy Abundance the fupply of his 
Want in this preſent Exigent 2 Thy Su- 
perfluity the Ranſom and Redemption 
of his extream Neceſlities ? If not, re- 
member, that Dzves is in Torments, not 
for robbing Lazarus, but for not relie- 
ving Sin : And the dreadful Decretory 
Sentence proccecs at the laſt Day, not 
for oppreſling the Poor, but for not fee - 
ing, not cloathing, not viſiting them : 
A refleftion..very contmon indeed; yet 
never more proper or ſecaſonable then at 
this time, when God preſents us an Ob- 
ject of Charity, the greateſt , I think, 
and the moſt 'confiderable that was ever 
ofter*d to this Nation, and when Heaven 
and Earth expect, that ſomething extra- 
orcinary ſhould be done. 

[ have now opened the Book, and laid 
it before you, and given you a ſhort 
Draught of this very important Leſſon : 
a Lelton ſo conſidcrable, that our Wile 
and - Good God thinks it worth his 
white to rout. Armics, and ſink Navies, 
to burn up Cities, and turn Kingdoms 
upiide down 5 to jend Wars,and Plagues, 

| and 
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and Conflagrations amongſt us ; to ſer 
open all his Schools, and ply all his ſc- 
verelt Methods to teach it us che more 
cfteftually. Think now, that he looks 
down this Day from Heaven ro take 
Notice of our Proficiency ; to ſee how 
far we are advanc'd by theſe. his Judg- 
ments in learning Righteouſneſs. And 
Is it poilible, we ſhould ſtand out any 
longer ? Can we ſtill rcfiſt ſo powerful 
a Grace 2 Are not the parts of the Text 
by this time, happily met together? And 
the Truth of it accompliſht, and exeinpli- 
fied in us to the full ?--God's Judgments 
on us, and his Righteouſnels in us: Who 
would nor think and hopelſo ?. Burt as Sr. 
Ferom complains of his Age (which was 
indeed very calamitous) Orbus Romanus 
ruit, & tamen Cervix noftra nou fl: Fitur: 
The World ſinks and cracks about our 
Ears, and yet our Neck as ſtiff, and the 
Creſt of our Pride as lofty, and as erect 
as ever. How few are they that repent 
in Duſt and Aſhes, cyen now, that God 
hath laid our City in Dutt, and our 
Houſes in Aſhes! Look we $&r{t upon 
the Text, and then upon our -Selves; 
and we muſt ingenuoutly acknowledge, 
that whatever Abatements or Diminuti- 
ons to the Height of the deſign'd event 
of Gad's Judgments upon us the Text, 

| QG 3 or 
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or any Verſion of it note, or imply, our 
wretched evil Lives do bur too plainly 
expreſs and juſtitie. For —— 
| I. Who are they that are ſaid here 
to learn Righteouſneſs in the Text ? Not 
always the Aﬀicted themſelves, it ſeems; 
bur {ome others that ſtand by and look 
on. For tis not to be omitted, that the 
Phraſe manifeſtly varies in the parts of 
the Propoſition : Judgments in the Earth, 
or upon the Land, ſome particular 
Country ; and the World at large, or 
ſome few in it /earn Rizhteouſneſs, Thus 
Tyrus ſhall be devour d with Fire, ſaith 
the Prophet : A/tkelon ſhall ſee it, -and 
fear; Gaza'and Ekron ſhall be very ſors 
rowful : But not a word how 7yrus her 
{elf is afteted. God forbid it ſhould 
be ſo with us! May it never be faid, 
thar any of our Neighbours make ber- 
ter uſe of our Calamities, than we our 
Selves ! Have we any fo hard-hearted a- 
mongſt us, thar can look upon ſo ſada 
Spectacle, as if they fate al the while in 
the Thearre, or waikt in a Gallery of Pi- 
Cures ; little more concerned, then ar 
che Siege of Rhodes, or the Ruines 
of Troy? Shall any Neighbour-City 
lay wiſely —— Mea res agitur, jam 
proximus ardet Ucalegon —— > Shall 
gur Encmies themlclyes (the ſober _ 
the 
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the Wiſe amongſt them, at the leaſt ) 
tremble at che Relation, and we contj- 
nue ſtupid, and ſenſeleſs 2 Shall Cox- 
FFantinople and Alexandria reſent it , 
and we not regard it as we ought ? 
Nay, ſhall China and Peru (it may 
be ) Surat and Mexico, both the 
Tudies hear , and be affected with ir, 
and we our ſelves inſenſible 2 Shall the 
Inhabitants of the World abroad warm 
themiclves at our Fires, with kindly 
and holy Heats; while in the mean 
time our Repentings are nor kindled , 
nor our Charity inflamd, and our De- 
votion as cold and frozen as ever?” Shall 
our Mountain (which we ſaid in our 
jolly pride ſhould never be removed) be 
fulminated , and thunder + ſtrook, bur 
the bleſſed ſhower thar follows, the [n- 
ſtruction, that deſcends after, like the 
Rain, ſlide off to the Vallies, -to Others, 
that are round about us? Our Lotd 
wept over Jeruſalem, becauſe ſhe knew Luc. xix. 41, 
not then (at forty years diſtance) the 
time of ber Viſitation ; for the Days will 
come, ſaith He, when there ſhall not be 
left one Stone upon another : But Wo is 
me ! Our Day is come. already, and 
our Viſitation now aCtually- upon us ; 
and yet I fear, we will not know it, as 
we ought. For, —— 
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2, Reflect a little upon the 7exſe of 
the Yerb, ihow that varies too in the 


parts of the Propoſition : The Judg- 


ments Are in the Earth, and the Inhabi- 
tants W:1! learn —— (So the Vulgar La- 
tine and the Engliſh :) ?Tis ſtill per ver- 
þa de'futuro, For we lift not to hand- 
fait our ſelves to God Almiglty, to 
make our. {elves over to him by preſent 
Deed of Gift ; but would fain, forlooth, 
bequeath our ſelves to him a Legacy in 
our laſt'Wili and Teſtament. Ay bur 
In neceſſitatibus nemo Liberalis : "Tis not 
a free or: noble Donarion, which we 
beſtow, when we can keep it no longer 
our {elves : For ſuch a Bequeſt we may 
thank Death, rather than the Teſtator, 
{aith St. Chry/oſtom. ; But we are all 
(linicks in this point ; :would fain have 
a Baptiſm in Relcrve, a Waſh for all our 
Sins, 'When we cannor poſſibly commit 
them any more. Like Felix. the unjuſt 
Governour, when Sr. Pay! reaſons 'of 
Righteouſneſs, our Heads begin to ake, 
and preſently we adjourn, with, Go thy 
way for \this tame, Kaur; v ov pemaAnCivre, (as 
he pretended) when we have Time and 
Opportunity , and convenicnt Leiſure, 
(which we read not, that he eycr found) 
in plain Engliſh, when we have nothing 
elſe ro do, or cap do nathipg elſe ; .rhen 
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wee take forth this Leffon ; —— Learn 
Righteouſneſs, as Cao, did Greet, Jam 
Septuagenarius, juſt when we are a dy- 
ing;— Begin then to con our part, 
when we are ready to 'be hit 9 the 
Stage, and Death is now pulling 0 vur 
Properties. Burt tak. we heed in wnc 
He may prove a falſe Prophet, that pro- 
miſeth himſcit'to die the. Peurhb vf the 
Riahteous, when he hath /ouv'd, an pure 
{u'd the Ways, aad Wages of ( arts ht e= 
o4ſneſs all his Life long : Who thinks. if 
be can bur ſhape the laſt faintiBrearh he 
draws into a formal pretence- of forgi- 
ving all the World, and a ſiy cefire of 
being forgiven ; Upon thele rwo hangs 
the whole fircts of his Righteoutineis, 
he goes out. of God's School upon fair 
Terms, and thinks to render a plauſi- 
ble Account of himtclf. - No, no; the 
great Leſion. of the Text is harder and 
deeper than ſo : *Tis that we muſt ſwear 
for, *tis that we may bleed for: *Tis all 
that Adam loſt, and All that Chriſt 
came to recover: 'Tis the, Buſineſs of 
our whole Life, and *cis delperate Folly 
and Madneſs to defer to learn it till 
Death, when God now calls us to ac- 
count for it. Though the Verb in 
ſome Verſions be Future (as I ſaid) yer 
(till "tis Diſcent ZHabitatores, we mult 
learn 
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learn it while we dwell here in the 
World, aridiwho can fecure-us that be- 
yond the text moment? When once we 
remove hence, there's no School be- 
yond : Fhe Platonic Eruditorum in 
ORIGEN (a place under Ground, [ 
know not where, in which ſeparated 
Souls are ſuppos'd to learn what they 
miſt of, or neglected here) as very a 
Eccteſ. ix, 10, Fable as the Platonic Purgatory. As 
| there is uo Work, nor Labour ; {0 no De- 
vice, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the 
Grave. The Schools are all in this 
World : All beyond is Priſon, and Dun- 
gcon, and place of Torment, for ſuch 
as learn not their Duty here; Fire with- 

out Light, and utter Darkneſs. 

3. Again, They did learn ({o the Sy- 
riac, and the Interlineary Latin) when 
thy Tudgments were in the Earth : For 
there is an F//p/es in the Original of the 
former clauſe, and the Verb Subſtantive 
may be ſupplyed either way, when thy 
Judgments Are or Were in the Earth : 
And the ConjunCtion may ſeem to ſtand 
fair for the latter "932 ;y quantum , or 
juxta quod ; xx—vy (as R. David gloſleth 
it) qua menſura, aut modo; and ſo the 
Syriac, Qualia ' Fudicia, talem Fuſtitiam 


dedicerunt: So much Judgment, 1o | 


much Juſtice; Rightcouſnels: they did 
lcarn 
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learn, juſt while God's Rad was over 
them, and no longer. Thus while 


God's Plagues lay heavy upon Pharoah, 


even thar ſtiff neck bow'd , and that 
hard heart was ſoftned ; As Iron in a 
uick Fire relents and melts ; but take 
it out of the Furnace, and it grows hard 
again, nay worſe, Churliſh and Unmal- 
leable: And fo he, When he ſaw that 
there was Reſpite, (aith the Text, or a 
breathing time, Fe hardned his Heart, 
Ex. Viii. 15. And do not we all the ſame: 
Like tceming Women, while the pangs 


are upon us, we have ſorrow; When Joh. xvi. 2r. 


ſome great Affliction give us a {mart Vi- 
ſit, ſtrikes home,and deep, we ſecm to be 
a little {cnſible, Ay but the Throws once 
over, #x #n wynwerevee, (faith our Lord, 
the Woman remembers them no more ; 
and ſo we, If but for a little Space Grace 
be ſhewed us, if t5od gives us but a little 
Reſpite in our Bondage, like Iſrael newly 
returned from Babel, we ſtreight forget 
his Commandments; which made the 
good Ezra aſhamed, and blufhrt to lift 
up his Face to Heaven; Ezra, Cap. ix. 
Verſe 8, 10. | 


Happy We, if, as Pliny adviſeth his Lib-7- Ep. 27: 
| Friend Maximes, Tales eſſe ſanti perſeveri- 


mus , quales futuros profitemur infirm ; 
it we continue ſuch in Health, as we 
pros 
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promiſe to be upoa our Sick-Beds. But 
alals | Cuwa/uit ; Manfit, wt ante, tow 
tew with.Us7id pay the -Vovs winch 
they tipcak with their Moutns, when 
they were in Trouble 2 Do not the en» 
gagements on the fick Bed vaniſh, like 
the Dreams of the Sick, forgotten, as if 
they had never becn? I appeal to your 
own Boſoms; though atte&ed ar firſt 


with this Jate dilmal Accident, doth it 


not prove to you a nine-days Wonder, 
and your "Thoughts though much ſtarts 
led at firit, by degrecs reconcile to it ? 
Do not yeur Devotions begin to grow 
cold with the Fircs-; rak*d up, like thoſe 
dying Sparks 1 dead Aſhes, and buried 
in the Duſt; lanes. i:ppoſiti Ciner 
doloſo? Juſt as our Propher ſtates it 
here , While thy TJudzments were upon 
them , they learn'd : But as it follows 
immediately, Fiat Gratia Impio, Let Fa 
vour be ſhewed to the Wicked, the leaſt 
Intermiſlion or kind Interval, and he wil 
not learn Righteouſneſs ,, {aith the Text 
exprefly'; he ſoon lays by his Book gnd 
gives oyer. Burt, 

4. Laſtly, What is it rhat we learn? 
Or, to what good end or purpoſe? 
The Chaldee Paraphraſt interpoſeth 
here a very Material and Opera 
tive word,, Diſcent Operart, thy: will 

eart 
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learn "2997 to do, or to work Righteouſ- 
meſs, And this Addition ſhews us ano- 
ther of our Defects; cuts off, I fear, 
above haif the Roll of our Learners 
at once. We live(as I ſaid) in a lcarn- 
ed Ape : Burt in all this Croud and 
Throng of Learners, how few put them- 
ſelves 1n good carneſt into God's School? 
And of them that do, how much fewer 
yet take forth their Leſſon aright? —— 
Learn any rhing elſe they will, but not 
Rightcoulnels ; and if that, any thing, 
bur to do ir? Bur this is not Oz5oudy, 
rightly to divide ; this is to mangle the 
Text, and to {aw 1/aiah alunder again. 
Would learning or talking, or precend- 
ing ſcrve the turn, We might find Righ- 
teouſnels cnough in the World : Wecan 
define it, and diſtinguith it, criticize 
upon the Word, and ditpute of the Thing 
without end :, We ſtuff our Heads wit 
the Notion, and tip our Tongues with 
the Language, and fill the World with 
our pretences to it : But Little Children, 


laith St. Fobn (O ye World of Learners) i Job. ii. 7 


Be not deceived (Let no Man ſeduce 
you into this piece of Gasficiſm, as if 
to learn; or to know, were lujficicnt ; 
No,) 'O' mir, Z{e that Doth Righteouſ- 
us, he is Righteous, Non fortia loguix 
, fed vivimus, {aith St. Cyprian ; 
The 


Phil. j13. 16. 


As xi. 26. 
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The life of Religion is Doing. Whar we 
know, we mult praCtice too ; Wherery 
we have already attained, we muſt walk is 
it, faith the Apoſtle. They, that fol- 
lowed Chriſt, were firſt indeed call'd Di{: 
ciples, that is, Learners (for there we muſt 
begin ;) Bur they ſoon after commencd 
Chriſtians at Antzoch, Anointed to AQi- 
on, asthe word implics; and this Name 
ſticks by them ſtill, as the more eſſential, 
Their Oyl muſt not be ſpent all in the 
Lamp, 1» Schola S1pientiz, that they 
may ſhine by Knowledge ; they muſt do 
their Exerciſes too, I» Gymnaſro Fuſtitin, 
beanointed tothe A4gor, and to the Com- 
bar (as the Champions of old; ) and if 
they expe the Crown of Righteoutnels, 
muſt not only learn Righteouſneſs, but 
learn to do it. 


A ND therefore (to ſhut up All, and 

to inforce ita little upoa ſuch To- 
pics, as the Texr, and the {ad Face of 
things amongſt us ſuggeſt; ) Let us no 
longer trifle with God Almighty, now 
we find to our coft, that He is in good 
earneſt with us. Be not deceived ; God, 
me ſure, is not mock'd. *Fis not our fi 
ſting and looking demure a little, and 
hanging down the Head, like @ Bull- 


tuſh for a Day ; 'Tis not a few Grimacy 
& 


id 
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of forrow, a ſad word or two, or a weep- 
ing Eye will ſerve the turn : — Our 
Hearts muſt bleed too, our Souls muſt 
be afflicted, and mourn for our old Un- 
righteouſneſſes, and forſake them too, 
and renounce them all for ever ; and yer 
further, rake forth new Leſſons of Righ- 


teouſnels i» all holy Converſations and 2 Pet. iii. 11» 


Godlineſſes, as St. Peter ſpeaks, even in 
all the Inſtances of Picty, and Juſtice, 
and Charity, ye heard of even now, or 
all this holy Diſcipline of God is loſt, 


and ſpent in vain upon us. For this 75 Cap. xxvii. 9* 


all the Fruit, ſaith our Prophet, to take 
away /in : If that remain ſtill in us, Ad- 
verſity is a bitter Cup indeed. To keep 
our ſins, and hold them faſt, even when 
God's Judgments are upon us for them, 
this is with Copronymus, to pollute the 
Fountain that ſhould waſh us, to defile 
the ſalutary Waters of Affliction, to pro- 
phane the holy Fires of God's Furnace, 
and to paſs through the Fire to Moloch, 
to ſome reigning and domineering Sin, 
ſome Tyrant-luſt , or Miſtreſs-paſſion. 
Corretion withour Inſtruction, this is 
the Scourge of Aſſes, not the Diſciplin of 
Men, nor the Rod of the Sons of Men, 
To (ſuffer much, and not to be ar all rhe 
better for ir, 'tis certainly one of the ſad- 


deſt portions that can befal us in this 
World ; 
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World ; if not the fore-boding and prog- 
noſtic of a far ſadder yet to come, 
the very beginnings of Hell - here, the 
Forc-taſts of that Cup of bitterneſs, 
of which the Damned ſuck our the 

Dreggs. : 
And wilt thou after all this hide 
the ſweet Morlel under thy Tongue, 
when thou ſenſibly perceiv*(t it alrea- 
dy turning into the Gall of Aſps ? -—-» 
Still long for the delicious portion, 
conſecrated, anc fnatch it greedily from 
God's Altars, though thou ſeett thy. 
Fingers burn, and thy Neſt on Fire 
with it ? Still retain the old 
Complacence in thy {ſparkling Cup, 
though thou feel'ſt it already biting 
| like a Serpent, and ſtinging like an 
Prov. ix. 13. Adder? — fay ſtill. Sroln Waters are 
ſweet, though like thoſe bitter Ones 
of Jealouſie, thou perceiv'{t them carry 
a Curſe along with them into thy ve- 
1 Cor. x. 22. ry Bowels? Dare we thus provoke the 
Lord to Fealouſie * Are we ſtrcnger than 
Job. xxviii.3. Z7e? Gird up now thy loyns like. a Man, 
thou ſtouteſt, and gallanteſt of the Sons 
Ia, xxxiii.14. of Farth. Faſt thou an Arm like God? 
Or canſt thou thunder with a Voice like 
him + Wilt thou ſet the Briars and 
Thoras of the Wildernels againſt him 
Rom. ii. 4, #7# Battle Array ? Or canſt thou ie 
7 wirh 
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with everlaſtinz Burnings? Or tleſpiſeſt 
thou the Riches of his Goodneſs and For- 
bearance ; not knowing (refuſing ro know) 
that the Long-ſuffering of our Lord 1s 
Salvation, and that his Goodneſs leadeth 
thee to Repentance ? If not, know allu- 
redly, that thy Hardneis and Impeni- 
tent Heart, do but treaſure up for thee, 
yet a fiercer, and a more in{upportable 
Wrath. 

And therefore let us not flatter out 
{elves, nor think that God hath now 
emptied his Quiver, and {pent all his 
Artillery upon us ; Let us not come 


forth delicately with the fooliſh Agag, i Sari. #5, 49? 


ſaying, Surely the Bitterneſs of Death 
1s paſt : No, the Dregs of the Cup of 
Fury are ſtill behind ; God grant we 
be not forcd at laſt to drink them, 
and ſuck them up. Great Plagues res 
main for the ungodly, ſaith the P (almiſt. 


Ve wnum abiit ; Ecce duo veniunt. One Pal. £x*i,13; 


Wo zs paſt, but behold there com? two 
Woes more ; for the reſt of Mey that 
were not kill d by the former Pligues, 
repented not, APOC. Is. I2, 20, Whert 
God's Rods and his © Ferulaes (the Dif- 
cipline of Children) are contemn'd, he 
harh a laſh of Scorpions to fcourge the 
obſtinate. When the tert dreadful Piagues 
&e ſpent all ypon a ſtubborn Exzpt 

Is Wk! 


2 Pet; iii; 1.64 
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without eftect, there's a Red-Sea yet 
in Reſerve, thar at laſt ſwallows all : 
And if our preſent Afflictions reform 
us not, that we ſin no more ; take 
we heed, leſt yet a worſe thing befal us. 
Remember, that when the Touch of 
God's little Finger did nor tcrrifie us, 
he ſoon made us feel the ſtroak of his 
heavy Hand. If the more benign, and 
benedi&t Medicines will not work, nor 
ſtir us ar all, he can prepare us a 
rougher Receipt, or a ſtronger Doſe ; 
retrive and bring back his former Judg- 
ments in a itharper Degree, or elle ſend 
upon us new ones, which we never 
_ciream of, 

The Devil of Rebellion and Diſobe- 
dience, which not long ſince poſleſt the 
Nation, rent and tore it till it fom'd 
again, and pind away in lingring Con- 
{umptions; that caſt it oft-rimes into 
the Fire, and oft-times into the Water 
{Calamirics of all forts) to deſtroy it; 
is now through God's Mercies caſt 
out, and we ſeem to fir quiet, and 
{ober at the Feet of our. Deliverer, 
cloath'd, and in our right Minds again. 
Bur yer this 77 Spirit, this reſtleſs Fury 
(this unquict and dreadful A/aftor, the 
' eldeſt Son of Newejs, and Heir appa- 
rent to all che Terrours and — 

0 


| 


| © -ag3 
of his Mother) walks about day arid 
night, ſeeking reſt, and finds none ; 
and he faith in his Heart I will re- 
turn ſome time or other ro my Houle 
from whence I came out. O ler us 
take heed of provoking that God, 
who alohe chains up his Fury, leaft 
for our Sins he permit him to return 
once more, with ſeyen other Spirits 
more wicked than himſelf, and ſo our 
laſt Eftare prove worle than the for- 
mer. 

The Sword of the Angel of Death, 
which the laſt year cur down almoſt 
a hundred thouſand of us, may ſeem 
to have been glutred with our Blood, 
and to haye pur up it felf into the 


Scabbard. Quieſce & /ile; as the Pros Jer. xivii, 6. 


phet ſpeaks : God grant it may reſt 
here, and be ſtill. Bur, as it follows 
there, Fow can it be quiet, if the Lord 
give it a new Commiſſion againſt us ? 
Methinks I ſee the Hand ſti}l upon the 
Guard, and unleſs we prevent it by our 
- mmm Repentance, ir may quickly be 
rawn again more terrible than ever, 
new furbiſhr, and whetred with the 
keener edge, and point, our wretched 
Ingratitude muſt needs have given It; 
The Sun of Righrcouſneis was ready 
to riſe upon us, with healing in his 
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Wings, to clear our Heaven again, and 
to ſcatter the Cloud of the laſt years 
unhcalthineſs. But yet, methinks, this 
ſlow-moving Cloud hangs ſtill o're 
our Heads, hovers yet in view, with 
God knows how many Plagues and 
Deaths in the Boſom of it : And 
without our ſerious Amendment we 
have no Rainbow to aſlure us, that 
we ſhall not again be drencht in that 
horrible Tempeſt. Though the beſt 
Naturaliſts ſay, That great public Fires 
are a proper Remedy for the Plague, 
Yet God, if he be Angry, can ſend 
a ruffling Wind into the very Aſhes 
of our City, blow them into the Air, 
and turn them as thoſe of the Egyp- 
tzan Furnace, into a Blain, and a Botch, 

and a Plague-fore upon us. | 
Nay, even out of thoſe dead Aſhes, 
can He raiſe yet a fiercer Flame, to 
conſume what ſtill remains. As the 
Lightning comes out of the Eaſt, faith 
our Lord , aud ſhineth even unto the 
Weſt, ſo ſhall my comins be (ſc. to de- 
{troy Feruſalem, ) aud where ever the 
Carcaſe is, will the Eagles be gather- 
ed together, Matth. xxiv. Fire is the 
Eagle in Nature ; nothing in the Ele- 
mentary World mounts {fo high to its 
place, and ſtoops fo low to it's prey : 
The 
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The two properties God himſelf aſcribes 
to that Bird, Job xxxix. 27, Zo. And 
if we ſtill refuſe obſtinately ro be ga- 
thered, like Chickens under our Lord?s 
Wing, he can again ler looſe this Bird 
of Prey , this Eagle of Heaven upon 
us; and from the Eaſt, where it be- 
gan before, flic it home like Lightning 
iws Jvwav, even to the utmoſt Weſt, to 
ſeize, and to devour where ever there 
is the leaſt Quarry .remaining. 

Or if this move us not, let us re- 
member that we have atiother City 
upon the Waters, a floating Town of 
moveable Forts and Caſtles, the Walls 
and Bulwarks of the Nation ; ſtronger 
than thoſe of Braſs, the Fable ſpeaks 
of, As we deſire that God would 
ever fill their Sails with proſperous 
Gails, and ſtill bring them home with 
Honor and Viftory, and good Succeſs , 
Let us take heed that we fight not 
apainſt them roo. Our Sin, like a 
Talent of Lead, may fink them to 
the Botrom ; our Luſts, and Paſſions, 
and Animoſities may fire them ; our 
Drunkenneſs , and deep Exceſles may 
drown them ; our Vollies of Oaths 
and Blaſphemies may pierce them ; nay, 
our Seditious Murmurings, and Privy 
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Plal. XC. 3. 
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Whiſperings may blow them over. 
For God is Piorum Rupes, Reorum Sco- 


21us ; a Rock ro found the Juſt upon, 
but a ſhelf ro ſhipwrack, and confound 


the Unrighteous. 

And yet all theſe are but the com- 
mon Roads, and ordinary Inſtances of 
God's Diſpleaſures : But he hath alſo, 
beſides, and beyond all theſe, unknown 
Treaſures of Wrath, yaſt- ſtores of hid- 
den Judgments (for who knows the Power, 
or the extent of his Anger 2 ) laid up 
in thoſe ſecret Magazines where his 
Judgments are, when they arc not in 
the Earth, reſerv*d as his dreadful Ar- 
tillery againſt the time of trouble, azainſt 
the day of 'Battel and War, as he ſpeaks 
himſelf, Fob xxxviii. 2.3. Oh let us take 
heed of treaſuring «p to our ſelves Wrath 
againſt that day of Wrath, and the Rex 
welation of his Rizhteous Judgments, 
| And now what ſhall | ſay more, 
if all that hath been {ſaid hitherto, 
prove incffeftual > The Text affords 
yet one Expedient as the Cha/dee Para- 
phraſt may ſeem to- hayc underſtood 
it : Becauſe thy Fudgment, ſaith he (not 
vPW as in the //ebrew, but 1 or 
X27 N31 as the Jews call it, and St. 
Fude from them, The Tudgment of the 
m_ EET - - great 
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great Day) becauſe that Judgment, 
though not as yet in the Earth, » yet 
fixt, and appointed, ani! prepared for 
all the Earth vb in the Hebrew it 
ſelf too, for rather than zy the Earth) 
therefore moſt certainly, if at all, or 
for any thing, the Inhabitants of the 
World will learn Righteouſneſs. 

But if they put far from them this 
evil day too, as if they had made a 
Covenant with Death and with Hell; if 
they finally refuſe ro come under God's 
Diſcipline, and to take forth to theme 
ſelves Leſſons of Righteouſneſs here, 
they ſhall then be made rhemlſelves 
great Leſſons, and dreadful Examples 
of God's Rightcouſneſs ro all the 
World. If they will not gloriftie God 
in theſe Fires, as they ougnt, nor 
walk in the light of them ; let them 
remember that there are Fires withe 
out Light, where none gloriftte him, 
but by ſuffering the Eternal Venge- 
ance of their Sins. There muſt they 
learn by ſaddeſt experience, who ob- 
ſtinately refuſe rhe more gainful Me- 
thod, in goftrgy tumaoay, That "tis 4 fear- 
full thing to fall into the Hands of a 
living God. For our Enemies here 
muſt dic, and our ſtorms at laſt biow: 
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over, and our Fires, you ſee, though 
never {o great, in time go out and 
vaniſh : But God lives; hath a Worm 
roo, that dies not (for thoſe that live 
not as they ought) and a Fire that is 
not quenched : The Babylonian Fur- 
nace, ſeven times hotter than ufual, 
a cool walk to that; all our Yulcans 
and Aitnas, our FHeclas and Andes 
fainr Types and ſhadows of it ; the 
great Conflagration, we ſo lately trem- 
bled ar, and ſtill bewail, but a ſpark 
to that infernal 7opher, bur a painted 
Fire to thar dreadful Mongzbet ; even 
Everlaſting Burnings, From which, 
God of his tender Mercy deliver us 
All ; and give us - Grace in this 
our Day , (the Day of his Judg- 
ments) fo to learn Righteouſneſs , 
and ſo to do it, that ar the laſt, 
and grear Day of Judgment , when 
ie ſhall come again to Accoutit 
with us for all our Learning , and 
for all our Doings, we may through 
his Mercy receive the Crown of 
Righteouſnefs, for his fake alone, who 
ſo dearly bought it for us, even' Je- 
ſus Chriſt che Righteous : To whom 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed” by gs, and all rhe Crea- 
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tures in Heaven and Earth, Bleſſing, 
Honour, Glory and Power, henceforth 
and for evermore. Amen. 


Mig O80 Za. 


FINTS. 


Die Jovis 24 Octobris, 1678. 


Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament Aſſembled, 
That the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbu- 
ry be, and is, hereby Appointed to Preach 
before the Houſe of Peers, in the 4bbey= 
Church at Weſtminſter , o#» Wedneſday 
the Thirteenth Day of November next ; 
being the Day appointed by His Maje- 
fly for Solemn Faſting and Humiliation, 
to implore the Mercy and Proteftion of 
God Almighty upon the King's Majeſty 
and Fiis Kingdoms. 


70.BROWNE. 


Cleric. Parliamentorum. 


IR” 


ta 


SERMON 


PREACH'D 
To the Houſe of Peers, 


November 13th. 1678. 


Being the FADT-DAP 
Appointed by the 


KING 


Implore the Mercies of Almighty G O D 
in the Proteftion of His M AJ E- 
STIES Sacred Perſon, and His | | 


Kingdoms. 


_— 


By the Moſt Reverend Father in God, 


William Sancroft, Late Lord Arch- 
Biſhop of Caxterbury. | 


LONDON, 


| Printed by 7. B. 1694. 


Die Jorvis 14 Noroembris, 1678. 


Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and 
. Temporal in Parliament Aſſem- 
led, 


That the Thanks of this Houſe 
be given to the Lord Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, for his Pains in Preaching 
before the Houſe of Peers, in the Ab- 
bey-Church Yeſterday, being the Day 
Appointed by His Majeſty for Solemn 
Faſting and Humiliation ; and that His 
Grace be deſired ro Print and Publiſh 
his Sermon then Preached. 


70. BROWNE 


Cleric, Parkamentorum. 
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SERMON 


PREACH'D 
To the Houſe of Peers. 


I 


PSALM DLvil. ver. 1. 


In the Shadow of thy [Wings will I make 
my Refuge, until theſe Calamities 
be over-paſt, 


Hat St. Hierom obſery'd 
long ſince concerning 
this Book of Pſalms, 


T itulos eſſe Claves ; that 
the Title is uſually the true Key of 
David, to ſet open the Pſalm to us, 
and to let us into the true Underſtand- 
ing of it ; he learnd probably from a 
| former 


Orig. Philo- 
cal. p. 59. 
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former Author ( with whoſe Writings 
he was in his younger years much de- 
lighted) Origen I mean : Who in his 
Tomes upon the Pſalms, diſcourſing of 
{ome Obſcurities in Holy Scripture, and 
the proper Remedies thereof, gives vs yer 
a more ancient Tradition, which he re- 
cciv'd (as he ſaith) from a learned Jew ; 
That the whole Body of Scripture is 
like a great Houſe, in which are feve- 
ral Appartments, and therein many 
Rooms ſhut up, and in them again ma- 
ny Cabinets, and Boxes loekt down : 
Nor hangs the proper Key at every 
Door, bur they lie ſcatter'd here, and 
there, and counter-chang'd ; ſo that it 
requires ſome pains, and $kill ro find 
them out, and apply them aright. 
Thus the Key of the Prophetic Scrip- 
ture lies in the Hiſtorical, where we often 
find both the Occaſion of rhe Propheſic, 
and the Event too; and thar proves 
uſually the beſt Interpreter. Thus the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, which contain the 
Peregrinations, and Gelſts of St. Paul, are 
a great Maſter-Key to open his Epiſtles, 
and to unlock to us many things, hard 
otherwiſe to be underſtood in them, And 
thus in the preſent Inſtance, David's Hi- 
ſtory is the proper Key to David's Plal- 
ter ; and ſo the Books of Samue/, the 

HIngss, 
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Kings , and Chronicles, the beſt, and 
moſt authentic Commentary upon the 
Pſalms. 

For this now before us, leſt we ſhould 
miſtake, the Spirit of Ged hath hung 
the Key art the Door, or at leaſt poin- 
ted us whence to fetch it : And while 
the Title dates it from the Cave, we 
are plainly direted ro nx Sam. xxiv. 
There we find the holy Man in a grear 
ſtreir of Affliction 3 wandring like an 
Exile, or Bandito in the Wilderneſs of 
Fngedi; the few Men he had, ſtraggling, 
and ſhifting for themſelves . upon the 
Rocks of the wild Goats ; implacable 
Saul in the mean time with five times 
his Number ſo cloſely. purſuing him, 
that he is forc'd to take ſhelter in the 
Cave: And there being ſhut up from 
the Sight of Heaven, and Light of the 
Sun, and as it were buried alive in 
thar obſcure Dungeon, ſurrounded with 
Danger on every fide, and little Hope 
left him of eſcaping with his Life ; 'ris 
then that he fighs out his A/-taſchith 
(as this, and the two following Plalms 
are entitled) Oh deſtroy me not utterly 
(ſo the Word ſignifies) but let me {ive 
to praiſe thy Name; tis then, that by 
a vigorous Faith he flies to the tender 


Mercies of God, as to his only City 
of 
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of Refuge : And repoſing himſelf in the 
Boſom of the Divine Gogdnels by Ads 
of Faith, and Devotion, and of Perſe- 


verance in bath, he doth exaatly, and | 


preciſely that which We all are enjoyn'd 
to do this Nay: He implores the Mer- 
cies of God in the Protection of him- 
ſelf, and in him of thoſe that belong tg 
him; Be merciful unto me, O God (laith 
he) be merciful unto me, for my Soul truſt- 
eth in thee ; yea, in the ſhadew of thy 
Wings will I make my Refuge, until theſe 
Calamities be overpaſt. 

So that, the proper buſineſs of this 


Day being viſibly ſtampt in great Letters 


upon the Fore-head of the Day, and 
that by the Hand of Sacred Authorigy 
it ſelf ; and the Lines of the Text too 
running ſo parallel all along, and ſo 
commenſurate to thoſe of the Day (upon 
which Ground the whole Pſalm was ve- 
ry pertinently ſelected as one ofthe pro- 
per Pſalms for the Office of the Day :) 
I may hope in ſome Degree ta diſcharge 
my Duty to both of them, by treating 
of thoſe two things ; What God's Pre- 
teftion is ; and What we are to do, that 
we may be qualifid, and prepar'd 
aright, {uccesfully to implore the Mcr- 
cy of that Proretion. In Order wherc- 
unto, 1 will conſider the Toxt in atwo- 
fold Reference. j. As 


| mat 
[ 


+ ws 4 © OO 


QI þ Hi ho 


i ow WT WY ww © Oo 


. 


AG W542 SS ©, aa, _ 


=> 
1 


A) 


| 


TE » C 2824 J | 
1. As it looks down from God -to iis: 
ward in gracious arid powerful Protectis 
ons : And ſo it ſpeaks our great Honour, 


| and Happineſs, the high, and glorious 


Privilege of pious Kings, and their 
Kingdoms, that they are under the Sha- 
dow of God's Wings. | 

IT. As it looks up in another Aſpe&t 
from Us to God again ; and fo it con- 


' tains' our neceſlary, and indiſpenſable 


Duty ; and calls aloud for our ſuitable 
Deportment ; which is re{olvedly to put 


| our ſelves under the Divine Protection, 


or to ſeek, and make our Refuge under 


| the Shadow of his Wings. 


_ I. I begin with the high and glorious 
Privilege, of all holy Souls, bur eſpe- 
tially . of pious Kings, and their King- 
doms ; They are under the ſhadow of 
God's Wings. The expreſiion frequent- 
ly occurs in Scripture, ana may {cem 
to {peak thele three things; or ſome of 
them ; which together will give you, I 
think, the full extent of the ſhadow of 
God's Wings, the adequare Importance 
of this iliuttrious Metaphor. 
 (t,) Safeguard and Defence from Ca- 
lamities, that they c@me not. Or, ' 
(z.) Speedy Help, and Deliveraftce 
out of Calamitics, when they are come; 
Or however. Ss 
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C3.) 'Comfort in the mean time, and 
Refreſhment in Calamirics, while they 
arc upon us. 


(r.) The Privilege 'of Safety, and 
Protection from Calamities ſtand firſt in 
our Mcthod ; intimared here in a three- 
fold Expreſſion ; A Refuge, a Shadow, 
and the Shadow of Wings. 

(1.) And what is a Refuge, (which is 
the firſt,) but a place of Security, ei- 
ther in regard of irs Secrecy to hide us, 
or its ſtrength to defend us, to whieh 
we flie, when Calamity threatens us? 
And ſuch is God to his People ; a City 
of Refuge, an inviolable Sanctuary ;- an 
Altar of Mercy, to which we may flie; 
ad be ſafe, and from the Horns where- 
of no bold Calamity thall dare to pluck 
us, without his" ſpecial Commiſſion. 
Or in another Reference, a place of Re- 
fuge is a Covert from Storm and/Rain, 
EJ. IV. 6. and as it follows there in the 
fame Verſe, 

(2.) A Tabernacle for a Shadow! £00 
in the Day-time from the Hear, which 
is the ſecond Expreſſion. The Empha- 
is whereof is far better underſtood in 
thoſe. intemperate Climats , where the 
Sun-Beams are {corching, and the Heats 
inſufferable. Nothing there more de- 
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ſirable, than a ſhady Grove, or a deep 
Grot, the Sun never looks into, or the 
Shadow of a great Rock in a weary 
Land. Which Protections, becauſe the 
Pilgrim-{ſraehites wanted tn the \Wilder- 
neſs, God fupplyed it to them, by 
ſpreading a Cloud over them for a Co- 


vering in the/Day-time (as the Pſi/mi/t pi, cy. 39; 


{peaks,) and God was in that Cloud; 
fo that for forty years together they 
marcht , and .encampt under his ſhady 
Wings, I had-:almoſt faid.,- without a 
Metaphor. And ſtill whenever the:Son 


of ' Perſecution, or other Calamity ari- face L tt 


{erh':upon us with burning Heat, God 
can exempt, whom he thinks good, and 
{end them times of refreſhing from rhe 
preſence: of the'Lord : ſo that, while 
the'World is all on fire about them, 
they:jourhey through thar torrid Zone, 
with their mighty. Paraſo/, or Umnbrel/a 
over their Heads, and are all the while 
in the Shade. 

And yet every Shade is not a ſafe 
Protection. Unbra aut Nutrix, aut No- 


verca eſt, {aith Pliny : And atl 'the Nas Z; 17.« 1%: 


tucaliſts tell us;thar the ſhadow of ſome 
Trees.is unwholfome; of others deadly: 
Ay there is a ſhadow of Death too in 
Scripture Language; and your have 
heard of the Shades of Hell ic{elf. And 

I 2 there* 
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therefore to diſtinguiſh this benign, and 
ſaving Protection from thoſe black and 
&iirnal Shades, here is yet a further, and 
a iigher Emphajts ; : 
(3.) 'Tis 1n the third place Umbra A- 
larum, a Shadow of Wings : An Expreſ- 
ſion borrow'd from Birds and Fowls;that 
brood, and foſter their young Ones 
under them. The Wing of the Dam is 
both the Midwife, and the Nurſe; it 
brings forth the Chickens, and it brings 
them -up too. So Providence is both 
the Womb, that bare us, and the Paps, 
that give us ſuck: The Wing is not 
only; as the Shade, a protection from 
the Heat; but a more Univerſal Defence 
againſt all the Injuries, and Inclemencies 
of the Air. Is it. too. hot:? The. Wing 
caſts oft a cold Shade. Or is it toocold? 
The Wing affords a warm Covering. 
Arc the Younglings frighted with” a 
Storm ? The Wing is. a ready Shelter. 
Doth the Kite, or Hawk, the Tyrants, 
and Freebooters of the Air, hover over 
and threaten? The Wing \is a fafe Re- 
treat. And thus 2» ſacrs. Domini Defen- 
fronibus, as Caſſian ſpeaks ; in God, and 
his holy Protections we have All.. . 
That our Troubles are-not long ſince 
grown too hot for us, 'tis becauſe He 
cools, -and allays them, That our Come 
forts 
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forts do not grow cold, and die away in 
our Boſoms ; 'tis becauſe he warms, and 
reinforceth them. That we have heard ir 
bluſter abroad for ſo many years toge- 
ther in a formidable Tempeſt, which hath 
drench'd, and drown'd {o great a part 
of Chriſtendom in Blood, and yet 
the Storm hath hitherto flown over us : 
That the Clouds have been gathering ar 
home too, and fo .long hung black o're 
our Heads, and yet not power'd them- 
ſelves forth in thowers of Vengeance: 
That Gebal, and Ammon, and Amaleck, 
and the Reſt; that Hell, and Rome, and 
their Partizans, our Enemics on all 
Hands, both forcign, and Domeſtick, 
have been ſo long confederate againſt 
us, ſaying, Come, and let us root them 
out, that they be no more a Perple, that 
the Name of the Reformed Church of 
England may be no more in Remem- 
brance; that they have fo ofren lookr 
grim, and four, and roard, and 
rampt upon us, and yet not been. able 
to ſeize us; to what can we juſtly at- 
cribe all this, but to the gracious pro- 
tections of God's ſhady Wings ſpread 
OVer us ? 

*Tis pity, Brethren, we are not more 
deeply apprehenſive of ir, ſince fo it 1s. 
We fit continually in the Lap , and 
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Arms of Providence : She is at once 
our Fortreſs, and our Store-houſe': "Tis 
ro her we owe both our Defence, and 
Supplies; our Safety, and our Abun- 
dance : That we 'ever had any* good 
thing in this World, whether Perſonal, 
or Naticnal, *tis becauſe we have ſ{uckt 
che Breaſts of her Conlolations : And 
that we keep, and enjoy any thing , 
(while our Soul is among Lyons, while 
we dwell in the midſt of Crel, and 
Blood-thirity Men, as holy David com- 
plains a little below my 7ext ;) *tis be- 
cauſe. we fit under the ſhadow of her 
Wings. And ſince 'we are for all this ſo 
over apt ro forget her, and to pride our 
ſelves in Bulwarks of our own project- 
ing; God hath ſcemd oftentimes, and 
now azain of Late, to be about to dit- 
mantle all,' and to teach us this Leſſon 
at the deareſt Rate, if we will not learn 
it better cheap, That we cannot be ſafe 
out of. his proteCtion ; that the ſhadow 
of his:'Wings is our beſt, nay our only 
Refuge : And that whether we take a 
Refuge for the prote&tion of Secrecy, 
or for the protection of Strength. Of 
which much might be faid, would the 
time permit it :' But ſo much briefly of 
the firſt Privilege , that of Safeguard, 
and protection from Calamities; that 
— they 
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rhey come not upon us. I haſt to the 
ſecond ; 

(2.) If Calamities do come , (and 
who is wholly exempt from that com- 
mon Tax, and. Tribute of Mortality?) 
the Expreſſion {peaks Aſſiſtance too, and 
timely Deliverance out of them. Wings 
in the common Notion of the Wortd 
ſignifie Speed, and Aﬀtivity; 7 ms Tes- 
yiucy x) empeveiag ot, as Theodoret \peaks ; 1n w 15.8. 
God's ſpeedy, and efficacious Provi- & 18. 10. 
dence, and Appearance in time of Need 
to deliver his People. *Tis therefore , 
that we give the Winds Wings, .and the 
Angels too ; as being the ſwift Meſlen- 
gcrs of God, the nimble Mercuries of 
Heaven. *Tis: thzrefore too, that when 
God appears ſcaſonably to deliver his at- 
flicted People, he is faid in the Pſalm Pc. xviii. 10. 
to mount a Cherub, and to flie, or to 
come flying to them upon the Wings of 
the Wind, or to carry them off into 
ſafety on the Wings of an Eagle. Birds 
do not only cover their young Ones 
under their Wings within the Neaſt : If 
the Seat prove dangerous, they take 
them up too on their Wings, and carry 
. them off to a ſafer Station. 

Ye have ſeen, what I have done for 
you ( ſaith God to the Jewiſh Nation) EX+ Xix. 4. 
bow I bear you upon Eagles Wings, and 

l 4 brought 
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brought you to my ſelf. As if he had ſaid, 
When you were in aftual Bondage, [ 
reſcued you ; not only brooucd you yn» 
der my Wings in Egypt, and preſerv'd 
you by my Providence, while you were 
yer in the Egg ; but 1 hatch'd you, as 
it were , cvcn in the Tron Furnaces of 
Memphis, into Political Life', and Na- 
rional being ; and then © brought you 
out ſafely; openly , triumphantly & as 
the Eagle doth her Young) and brought 
you off too into 'a more proiperous 
Condition. ' * | Eo nn 
| And 'may not God beſpeak us too, 
the People of Frg/and , in' the fame 
Langyage 2 When'we were enſlav'd at 
home' (and ſo in worſe than Ezypriar 
Slavery) and our Phararh, and his proud 
Task-Maſters made ever our Lives bit- 
icr to us in hard Bandage, in Mortar, 
arid in Brick, to build up their own proud 
Babels ; 'when they had now kill'd, and 
alſo taken polſleſſion, and divided the 
Spoil, and faid in a Frolic of their luſty 
Pride, We have devoured them, and 
there is no Hope for them in their God : 
Then on the ſudden, as an Eagle ſtirreth 
tp her Neaſt, and flutterech over her 
Young, and ſpreadeth abroad her Wings, 
i1::t, xxx4i. (as Moſes ſpeaks in his admirable Song) 
4s. this awakening, and exciting their = 
ce ths 0 =» a 


ac wOw - Noob pmwn' A ta ans. ov row fs IL AMY EE Wh AOÞ? 


( 233 2 
tural Activity, and emboldening them 
ro uſe it to the utmoſt ; and when that 
will not do, taketh them up her elf, 
and beareth them away upon her own 
Wings ; So here, The Lord alone did 
lead us, and there was no Other with 
him ; that's Moſess own Reddition : 
When our own Pinion prov'd too weak, 
and all our faint Flutterings ro no pur- 
y poſe; then by a Miracle of Wiidom,Pow- 
er, and Goodneſs,he took us up to that 
gallant, and wonderful Flight, even up 
ro a higher pitch, than we durſt look, 
and made us to ride upon the high 
Places of the Farth, and ſer our Neat 
again amongſt the Stars. + 
' And now, when reſtleſs, and unqui- 4 
et Men (the true Spawn of him, whoſe 
Tail drew the third part of the Stars of Rev. xii, 4. 
Heaven, and caſt them to the Earth ) 
would fain by their Helliſh Plots, and 
Contrivances bring us down again from 
thence, even down to the very Ground, 
and lay all our Honour in the Duſt ; 
When by their ſecret Machinations 
they are at work on all Hands to hurry 
us back into the old Confuſions ; in 
Hope, that out of that diſordered Maſs 
they may at length rear up a new 
World of their own; (But what a 
World 2 A World made up of a _ 
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Heaven of Superſtitions, and Idolatries; 
a new Earth too of Anarchy firſt, and 
pretended Liberty, but of Tyranny in- 
tufferable at the next Remove :) In ſuch 
a dangerous State of Aﬀairs as this , 


whether ſhould we rather (nay whether | 


elſe can we) run for Help, and Delive- 
rance, but under bis Protections, the 
Stretching out of whoſe Wings fills the 
Breadth of thy Land, 6 Ermg/and | He 
can make all theſe Cockatrice Eggs, on 
which this Generation of Vipers (that 
cat out the Bowels of their Mother) 
have ſat ſo long abrood, windy at laſt, 
and addle; and he will do it : So that 
out of the Serpent's Root ſhall never 
come forth an Adder, to bite us, or a 
fiery flying Serpent, to deyour us. He 
will confound theſe Babel! builders , 
with their City, and their Tower , 
or Temple, (their Foreign Politie, and 
their ſtrange Worſhip ; their novel 
Modes, and Models of Government in 
Church, and State) and ſcatter them a- 
broad from hence upon the Face of all 
the Earth. Like as a Dream, when 
one awaketh ; ſo ſhall he deſpiſe their 
Images, and their imaginations too, and 
cauſe them to vaniſh out of the City ; 
and make the whole Bulk of their vaſt 
Contrivance to conſume away like a 

Snail, 


| 


£1'S 

| Snail, and become like the untimely 
Fruit of a Woman, which ſhall never {ce 
the Sun. He that ar firſt made all 
things with an Almighty Word , ſaid 
| only, Ler it be, and it was fo; can 
| with the ſame Facility unmake, and 
annihilate thoſe Worlds of Wickednels, 
which theſe great Archite&ts of Mif- 
chief have been {ſo long projecting, and 
building up. *Tis bur for him to ſay, 
[t ſhall not pr'ſpzr, or This ſhall net be, 
and behold the mighty Machin cracks 
about their Ears, and ſinks into Ruin , 
into Nothing ; leaving no Effet behind 
it more real or conſpicuous, than a more 
firm, and laſting Eſtabliſhment of that, 
which God's own Right Hand hath 
planted amongſt us. 


When the Earth at firſt was without Gen. 1. 2. 


Form, and void , and Darkneſs hover- 
ed over the Face of the Deep; the Sp;- 
rit of Ged ((aith the Text) mov d upon 
the Waters. The word in the Original 
(as St. Hierom tells us from the Hebrew 
Traditions) implies, that the Spirit of 
God fate abrood upon the whole rude 
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Maſs, as Birds upon their Eggs , 4 4ni- greet Schol, 
xmas 7 mv, (as a Greek Author {peaks 0 Ararus. 


elegantly ) and hatch the Chaos into 
World; by degrees digeſting, and in 


the mean' time preſerving, and fſuſtei- 


ning 
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ning it by kindly Heats, and vital In- 
cubations. And to the like benign, and 
gracious purpoſes doth God till ſpread 
the Wings of his good Providence over 
his People,and their Afﬀairs in calamitous 
times, ſuch as this is; when he may 
ſeem to ſtretch out upon the Political 
World the Line of Confuſion, and the 
Plummet of Emptineſs, (7obu, and Bo- 
hu, the very Words, which deſcribes the 
firſt Chaos,) as 'tis Ef. XXXIV. 1s. 
And if hereupon we put our ſelves (as 
we ought) ynder the ſaving Influences 
of his Wings; he will either digeſt our 
Confuſions into greater Order, and 
Beauty than before ; or at leaſt ſupport, 
and chear us, while we lye under them; | 
which is the third, and laſt Privilege 
implyed in this Expreſſion. 

(3.) Comfort , and Refreſhment in 
Calamities, while they are upon us. 
For the Wing is not only the Retreat of 
Safety from Calamitics, as in the firſt 
particular ; Nor only the Inſtrument of 
Deliverance, out of Calamitics, as in 
the ſecond : Tis allo the Seat of Com- 
fort, and the Fountain of Refreſhment, 
when they lye heavieſt upon us. 

And here I might ſpend the Hour 
with much Delight ; for the Proſpect is 
fair, and large before me. Bur Fa 

en- 
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ſerſible, that: I have already ſtaid too 
long upon the firſt Head of Diſcourſe 
propounded ; and ſo perhaps comply*d 
roo much with the common Humour , 
which loves rather to be tickled, and 
amuſed with high Privilege, than in- 
ſtructed in neceflary Duty. I fhall 
therefore .make haſt to ſeize what re- 
mains of the Time, and improve it, to 
let you ſee, : That All, I have faid hi- 
therto , and the Much more I might 
have ſaid, upon that firſt Head of Pri- 
vileges , ſignifies nothing at all, is all 
blank , and , Cypher to them, that go 
not on chearfully to the Second, that of 


Il. They. that would be ſafe under 
God's Wings, muſt not only pleaſe 
themſelves with the general Speculation, 
that Safety, and ProteQtion is there to 
be had : They muſt alſo-make their Re- 
fuge there,.'they muſt put themſelves 
under the Shadow of thoſe Wings by 
their ſpecial Act; and Deed ; muſt de 
liberately chuſe, and effetually place 
their laſt Reſort there; and if they will 
partake the. Benefits, muſt comply with 
the Obligations of ſuch a State. God 
is otir Refuge, and our Strength, faith 
holy David, moſt devoutly, and moſt 


Merhodically too: For we muſt fiſt © EXVE x 


makes 


S: » 
make him our Refuge by flying to him, 
before we can hope, that he will be our 
Strength. In 'vain do they dream of 
God's ſaving Protections, that turn their 
Backs upon his Precepts, and caſt his 
Laws behind them. *Tis true , God's 
Altars are our SanCtuary.z an inviola« 
ble .4/y/ar 1n our Sufterings, and in our 
Sorrows, in our Calamitics, and in 
our Dangers, for our . Ignarances, and 
tor our Intirmities : But are our Crimes 
too privileg'd,, and protected there 2? 


That were indeed to turn God's Tem-_ 


ple into a Den of Thieves, and Mur- 
derers, ( the notorious. Abuſe of the 
modern Sanctuaries ;) and to ſer up 
the Wing of | Abominatrons (ſpoken of 
by Danze/ the Prophet ) -even in the 
Holy Place. Nay but” piuck them from 
mine Altars; (faith: God)” or flay them 
there, that jin:preſumptuouſly,. and with a 
high hand.” God will not ibs fo. merci- 
ful to thoſe; that offend of .malicious 
Wickedneſs, as: ro receive them, with 
all rheir Sins. about them, under that 
flacred , and faving Protection. The 
holy Dove broods not aKite, or a Vul- 
ture : They are Birds quite of another 
Feather. If in good earneſt we would 
be foſter'd, and cheriſhr under God's 
Wings; we. mult firſt be hatchd _ 
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his Likeneſs, and Similitude,, be re- 
newed after his Image , and be made 
Partakers in ſome Meaſure of the Dt- 
vine Nature. 

To hover 'no longer in Generalities ; 
the - fruitful Metaphor of the 'Texr, as 
you have diftintly ſcen it big with our 
Privilege ; foto qualifie us for thar, 
"tis as remarkably pregnant with our 
Duty alſo. Among the Reſt, it clear- 
ly ſuggeſts to us in -three:noble Inſtan- 
ces of our Duty ſo many apt, and pro- 
per Qualifications, to fit, and prepare: 
us for God's Wing. (1.) A pious 
Truſt, and. Confidence im God. (2.) A 
fervent +Devotiori towards: God, and his 
holy Worſhip.: in his 'Lemple.. And 
(3-) A conſtant unwearied perſeyerance 
in both the former ; for: *tis Donec 7ra:;- 


| ferint, until theſe Calamities be over- 


paſt. And + - Ha: 
(1.) For Truſt, and Aﬀance in God, 
*cis viſible; That to fly under God's 
Wings, :and' to make him | our —_ 
and to truſt in-him, are parallel Phraſes, 
which expound one another-;. and dif- 
fer only,” as'the ſame Sence clad in Me- 
taphor, and ſtripe of it again. And 
therefore ſorne Verſ(.01s, both Ancienr, 


and Modern , tranſlate the Text, U- 
der the ſhadow of thy Wings will I truſt, Chatd. Engt. 
*I were Gn | 
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*T were happy for us, were this -Duty 
of Truſt in God but as viſibly tran- 


---»Acribd into our practice, as 'tis origi- 


nally legible in the Text. We all pre- 
tend high indeed, and put on a fair 
Semblance here too , 7 believe in God 
is our daily Language: But, as one 
{faith well, Non ei? Strepitus Oris, ſed 
Feruvor, & Devotio Cords: Lip-labour 
will nor ſerve the turn; it. muſt go 
deeper, even to the Ground of the 
Heart. Would we put in then for Da- 
vid's ſhare” in the Privilege, God's 
Metcy , and Protection to. our King, 
and to our ' Selves? We muſt labour 
then for a Truſt like David's: Be mer- 
ciful to me'O'God, (faith he) for my Soul 
truſteth in'thee. if: 

To bring-'you 'to the Teſt then 
The Truſt”? that may be truſted to , 
and that will ſtand us inſtead; when 
Calamities invade, or threaten us, muſt 
have theſe Three Properties : *Tis 
founded,and- prepared in Self-Diffidence; 
"Tis catried on, and exercis'd. in active 
Diligence ; And laſtly 'tis conſurhmare 
in full, and perfe&t Reſignation. 


Firſt, "Tis founded; and ptepard in 
deep Self-Diffidence, and Diſtruſt; in a 
clear Abtenunciation of our ſ{clyes,and all 

worldly 
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wortdly Dependences. The Chickensare- 
weak, and helpleſs in themtclves ; and as if 
they knew it too, ſtay not to combat the 
Kire; nor ſtand the dreadful thock, when 
the Hawk hovers over, and is ready to 
{ſtoop upon them ; but run nimbly un- 
der the Dam's 'Wing for ſhelter. The 
very Inſtints of Nature have tavghr 
all- Weak things, -to ſcek [their Sup- 
port out of themſelves, in '{ome Re- 
creat, where they**may be ſafe, Thus 
the Firr-Trees are -a Refuge for the PAL CIV. 18 
Stork ; the «high Hills for the wild 
Goats, and the: Rocks forthe Conies. 
The Hare hath her Covert too; and the 
Foxes their Holes* or Dens. Even the 
weaker, - and groveling Plants (as Vines, 
and the like) have their Tendrils, cer-- 
tain pliant Strings, wherewith they na- 
rurally claſp, and twine themſelves abour 
the Supporters,” they -are \ts climb by. 
In. fine; all Nature-is wholly” Adjetive, 
and, as if *rwere conſcious to-it' ſelf of 
its-inability''to ſtand. alone," is ever in 
buſie' queſt * of -its.-proper Subſtantive , 
that may uphold-it. Man, as the only 
bad. Grammarian, makes ſtill falfe Syn- 
tax, and- falſe Conſtruftion ; apt to 
{kek his -Refuge,- where :'tis' not co be 
had : As if: he were under. that Curſe 
upon David's Enemies, not only in caſe pal, cix. 10. 
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*T were happy for us, were this -Duty 
of Truſt in God but as viſibly tran- 


--»-Acribd into our practice, as 'tis origi- 


nally legible in the Text. We all pre- 
tend high indeed, and put of a fair 
Semblance here too , 7 believe in God 
is our daily Language: But, as one 
{faith well, Non ei? Firepitus Oris, ſed 
Feruor, & Devotio Cordis : Lip-labour 
will nor ſerve the turn; ic muſt go 
deeper, even to the Ground of the 
Heart, Would we put in then for Da- 
vid's ſhare” in the Privilege, God's 
Metcy , and Protection to. our King, 
and to our ' Selves? We muſt labour 
then for a Truſt like David's: Be mer- 
ciful to me O'God, (faith he) for my Soul 
truſteth in thee. if 

To bring-'you 'to the Teſt then 
The Truſt” that may be truſted to , 
and that will ſtand us inſtead; when 
Calamities' invade, or threaten us, muſt 
have theſe Three Properties : *Tis 
founded,and- prepared in Self-Diffidence; 
"Tis catried on, and exercis'd in active 
Diligence ; And laſtly 'tis conſurhmare 
in full, and perfet Refignation. 


Firſt, "Tis founded; and ptepar'd in 
deep Self-Diffidence, and Diſtruſt; ir a 
clear Abtenunciation of our ſ{clyes,and all 

worldly 
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worldly Dependences. The Chickens are- 
weak, and helpleſs in themtclves ; and as if 
they knew it too, ſtay not to combat the 
Kire,' nor ſtand the dreadful thock, when 
the Hawk hovers over, and - is ready to 
ſtoop upon them ; but run nimbly un- 
der the Dam's Wing for ſhelter. The 
very Inſtints of Nature have taught 
all- Weak things, -ro ſcek 'rheir Sup- 
port out of themſelves, in '{ome Res 
creat, where they**may be ſafe, Thus 
the Firr-Trees are -a Refuge for the Pal CIV. i5: 
Stork ; the «high Hills for the wild 
Goats, and the: Rocks forthe Conies. 
The Hare hathiher Covert too; and the 
Foxes their Holes* or Dens. Even the 
weaker, -and groveling Plants (as Vines, 
ard the like) have their Tendrils, cer-- 
rain pliant Strings, wherewith they na- 
rurally claſp, and twine themſelves abour 
rhe Supporters,” they -are 'ts climb by. 
In. fine; all -Nature-is wholly” AdjeQtive, 
and, as if '*rwere conſcious to-ir' ſelf of 
N— 'to "ſtand- alone,” is ever in 
buſie' queſt * of -its.-proper Subſtantive , 
chat may uphold-it. Man, as the only 
bad. Grammarian, makes ſtill falfe Syn- 
tax, and- falſe Conſtruftion ; apt to 
{bek his -Refuge,- where :'tis' not to be 
had : As if he were under. that Curſe 
upon David's Enemies, not only in caſe pal, cix. 10. 
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to beg his Bread, which he finds not ar 
home, but to ſeek it alſo out of deſo- 
late places. '\ 

Thus Fonah fits under his Gourd with. 
over-much Delight ; till the Worms 
{mites it at the- Roots, and: it withers. - 
Rebellious 1ſrae! truſts in the ſhadow of 
Agypt (the Land ſhadowing with Wings, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks) and it proves. 
their Confuſion : And -we-have heard of 
Cedars of Lebanon, that. degraded them- 
ſelves into the Protection of a Bramble ; 
till Fire came.:out of that Pramble, and 
deyour'd them, We laugh/at the Babel- 
builders, who :deſign'd:,a;Tower up_to 
Heaven, . aboye-the Reach of Divine Ven-: 
geance; or any: Deluge of Wrath, that 
could come- on them. Burt he had Rea-. 


| fon, that faid, 7otus Muyndus - eſt plenus 


Ariflop. 


Turrium Babylonicaruw: :.: Not only the 
Plains - of. Shingr ; the: whole .World-js 
full of ſach Towers... We all are apt 
co build. Caſtles in the Air, ſame Neps- 
20wnwNe, or other, fame City. of. Cuc- 
kows in the Clouds, like. that inthe 
Greek Comedian. We' have: all of -us 
our Gourds,. and our Brambles to truſt 
in; apt to Canonize our own: Sanctity, 
and Integrity'; to Idolize ::our own 
Strength, and. Activity ; to Peific ou 


own Wit, and Policy. 


But 
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— But if in good earneſt we look to- 
ward the Covert of God's Wings, and 
would pur in there, We muſt begin Ne- 
oatively ; firſt moult, and caſt all our 
ſick Feathers, and clip the Wings of all 
our Carnal Confidences, upon which we 
are apt. to ſoar too loftily, before we can 
make good our Flight. Confringes 4f- 
cellas (to the vulgar Latin: reads that 
Text, Levit. is 17.) The Sacrifice of Birds 
1s not actepted, till the Wings be broken, _ 
that -is (faith St. Cyfil of Alexandria) Fe 459708 
tall-.our Pride be mortified. God ' will ** me 
take us off our falſe Dependences, and 
Will have us \clearly quit All (namely 
as\ to'Truſt in 'any* of them) and rurt 
naked under his Defence ; and then we 
are fit: for his. Wing. Say not then; 
this great Nation is a Wiſe, and an 
Underſtanding People, We have Counſel, 
and Strength for the War ; We are fenc'd, 
and- moated in from the reft of -the 
Waorkd 'withthe vaſt Ocean : Our Iftand 
fits a Queen in the Heart of the Four 
Seas; ſhe ſhall dwell inſafery alone, and 
know no ſorrow, Let not the mighty 
thus glory in their Might, nor the Wiſe 
in their Wiſdom; but he that glorieth, 
tet him glory in the Lord. - INF 
_ And of this Holy David ſtands here 
before us a great Example. - He truſts 
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not in the Wings of his: Army, but in 
the Lord of Holts; and: Battles ; nor” in 
the ſhadow of his Cave, bur in the ſha- 
dow of God's Wings; not in the height 
of his Rock, but in the: Rock of Ages. 
Though being: a Man of War, he well 
under{tood': the grand: Importance": of: a 
Caltle well ſeated, and fortified :; of a: 
Mount, .or. Rock inacceſlible; of a: Cave 
in that | Rock capaciousz and defenhible 
(tuch as $?rabo tells.us there were many 
in PaleFtize; and :{uch! were probably. 
the” Cave of Adullam;;and the ſtrong 
Holds- of Ernged;,' and the reſt, which 
we meet with ſo often -itt:David's ſtory:) 
yet ſeverd, and abſtracted from the D# 


vine-ProteQtions, he lights all theſe;.-as: 


Paper-walls, and Cobwebeforttficarions : 
And knowing he could not be tafe .on 
this ſide Omnipotence, : he {tiles God al- 
moſt in every Pſalm, his Rock, and' his 
Ca#tle, his Fortreſs,and his Strong-Hold, 
his Zizh-Tower, and the Hill of his De- 
fence ; that's the. firſt property. of his 


Truſt, it begins in great Self-diffidence : 


Bur, fi ; 

Secondly , It goes on in active Dili- 
gence. The Young one hath its laſt 
Retreat indeed under the Dam's Wing : 
Yet the little Wing it:hath of its own, 
it imploys to bring it thicher, The Eagle 


if 
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in Moſes's Song, as I noted before, not 
only bears its Eaglets on her own Wings ; 
bur ſtirs up her Neſt too, and provokes 
them firſt ro do their uttermolt. 
Though David refolv'd well, will pry, vis. 6. 
not tru? in my Bow; yet he us'd it ſure, -- xxxiii, 15, 
It was not Go/:ah's Sword, that could 
{ave him ; yet gladly he girt himſelf with 
it, when the High Prieſt reacht it him. 
There is no King, {aith he, that can be 
fav'd by the Multitude of an Het, yet 
he refus'd not the Voluntiers, that came 
to Liſt themſelves under him. He fled 
from Sa«/ with all Diligence into. the 
Cave; though he had itill a Refuge 
| beyond it. Though he ſets up his Reſt 
under God's Wings ;. yet 0h, (laith he) par. tv. s. 
that Thad the Wings of a Dove too, that 
1 might jly away to-my Reſt. ps 

The Moral, -and the Reddition of All 
is but thus much. We all of us-have 
Wings of our own too ; Faculties, and 
Abilities, that muſt be us'd :(Why ; elle 
were they given us?) Though rhey muſt: 
not be truſted in. The maſt excellent 
Father Paul of the Servi of Yenice wag S* Nis Lit-. 
| Libelld in the Holy Office { as they 
call it ) for adviſing one that pretend- 
1<d to immediate Infpirations,:'' and Aiji- 
ſtances, to uſe human Means and In-: 
duſtries, and ſo to expect God's Blel- 

WA ſing. 
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ſing. But the Inquiſitors were for once 
{o wile, as to abſolve him without Ex- 
- amination. 

Our Plalmiſt ſtates the matter well. 
Plat. zxxvii. 7 ruſt 1m the Lord, ſaith he, but be doin 
3-5. Good too, and ſo verily thou ſhalt be fed 
Y Commit thy way unto the Lord, and He 
ſhall bring it topaſs : But walk in it thy 
ſelf ; how is it elſe thy way ? Commit 
3 Pet, iv. utt, ! he keeping of thy Soul, (faith the Apoſtle, 
and ſo, commend the keeping of the 
public too.) #0 God : Bur ſtil] & dzaSrmvie, 
in well-doing, in doing thy Duty in thy 
Station in all the inſtances of ir. | 
In the Age of Miraclcs indeed, when 
the Sea divided, and ſuddenly turn'd 
green Meadow ; and when an Angel 
went forth, and diſpatcht ſo many 
Thouſands ina Night : Well might the 
watch-word be, Stand ftill and ſee the 
Salvation of God ; The Lord ſhall fight 
for you, and ye fhall do nothing. But 
the - ſeaſon is chang'd, ' and 'tis now, 
Come' forth, and help the Lord againi? the 
Mighty ; and work out your own Salvation, 
(and fo the Salvation- of the Nation too) 
becauſe tis God that Works ; that is St. 

Paul's Logic. =þ 
We muſt not preſume 'to uſe our 
Lord, as Herod did ; call for him, when 
we pleate,” ra Work us a fine Miracle ; 
_— | CS 
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neglect our Aſſairs, and leave them em- 


broyl'd, and ruffled on purpoſe, that he 


may come down am wnzevis, to diſentan- 


gle them. The Glory of God deſcends 


not viſibly how adays upon. our Palaces, 
as of old upon the Tabernacle of the 
Congregation, to reſcue our Moſes and 
Aaronfrom being maſſacred by a deſperate 
Knot of Mutineers:: Nor doth the Earth 
open her Mouth any longer, to ſwallow 
up our Rebels and Traitors alive. Tis 
a Scepter of ordinary Juſtice, not aRod 
of Wonders, that. fills the Hand of our 
Governours. We muſt not expect, that 
a good Cauſe ſhould work alone of it 
ſelf by Way of Miracle : Believe it, 
it muſt be prudently, and induſtriont- 
ly manag'd too, or it mult at laſt mif 
Carry. 

For Inſtance, (the Inſtance of the 
preſent time: ) The Devils of Sedition, 
and Faction of Treaſon, and Rebellion, 
thoſe Familiars' of Rome, and Rhemes, 
and St. Omers, (the Feſuites I mean, that 
have ſo long pofleſsd and agitated a 
wretched part of this Nation ;) will ne- 
yer go out from hence, and leave us at 
quiet, no not by Prayer and Faſting 
only. Nay, the beſt Laws we have, 
the beſt you can make, (if they be nor 


ſteddily, and ſeverely executed) will prove 
| K 4 r00 
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too ſlight a Conjuration: for theſe ſtur- 
dy evil Spirits of Ditobedience. There 
is another and a better Flage//lum Dae- 
monum, than that of Fieronymus Meng, 
and his fellow Exorciſts. . Holy Water 
is a Trifle; and holy: Words will nor 
do it. There is no fuch thing. as Me- 
dicina per Verba : Words, and Talk will 
never cure the Diſtempers of a Nation. 
Deaf Adders'refuſe all rhe Voice of the 
Charmer, charm he :never ſo wiſely. 
If in good earneſt we would be rid of 
this Legion, and ſay, as: our Lord to 
the deaf and' dum Spirit, Go out, and 
enter no more ; (What ſhall I fay 2 : 
In thort,) Solomon's Red for the back of 
Fools, that. grow troubleſom , or dan- 
gerous (as it may be -prepar'd, and ma- 
naged) is a very powerful and effectual 
Exorciſm. Untamed Horſes, and $kit- 
tiſh Mules; that will haveno Underſtand- 
ing, are not edified at all by calm rea- 
{onings, and Inſtructions and meek Re- 
monſtrances ; nor in any other method 
ſo well as by Davids Expedient ; In 
Freno, &:Como; their Mouths muſt be 


EE EST; 
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But the fitting up of David's Bridle, 
and Solomon's Rod, and the right Ulc of 
both, is the Buſineſs of another Place. 
I ſhall reſume the general Theſis, and ſo. 
ſhur up this Particular. I fay then; 
They truſt not in God, they preſume, 
and tempt him, who work not rogether 
with him, but receive his Aids in vain, 
and look, that He ſhould bring about 
in extraordinary manner, what they take 
no care of themſelves ; but lie flat upon 
their Backs, looking upward, and will 
ſtir neither Hand nor Foot, to help 
themſelves. Nay but Yiriliter agite, PC. xxxi. 24. 
S- confortabit Gor, as tis in the. Pſalm ; 
play the Men your ſelves, Do All that 
you can or ought to do, within your 
proper Sphere; and {o God will ſtrengthen 
your Hearts, all ye, that put yeur Truſt 
in the Lerd. Wings as they are the 
Covert of Safety, ſo alſo the Emblems 
of . Diligence,, and the Inſtruments of 
Activity : And as they ſhew us our Pri- 
vilege, may teach us alſo this part of 
our Duty, —— to truſt only in God's 
Wings, but to uſe our own too ; that's 
the progreſs of David's Truſt ; It goes 
on in active Diligence. 

: Thirdly,It is conſummate (as in the laſt 
AQ) in clear, and perfect Reſignation 
io God's good pleaſure in the Event, 

; What- 
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whatever it be. They truſt not in God 
entirely, and as they ought, that rely 
only on his Power, and dare not ſubmit 
to his Wiſdom alſo ; that would gladly 
engage Omnipotence on their ſide (and 
can you blame them?) but then they 
would manage it their own Way, and 
in Methods of their own Contriving, and 
to Ends, it may be, far diſtant from what 
God hath appointed : As if he would 
work Journey-work under them, and 
leave them to be Maſters of the great 
Shop of the World. No ; bur as Luther 
faid well, when his Friend Melanchthon 
troubled himſelf over-much art ' ſome 
croſs Events ; Deſtnat Philippus eſſe Reflor 
Mundi : Tis God alone, who fits in Hea- 
ven, and doth whatever pleaſeth him, If 
we be not content with the Portion he 
allots us, but will needs be carving for 
our ſelves elſewhere, or otherwiſe : Or if 
we be not fatisfied with his Conduct of 
the Afairs of the World, but think with 
the great A/phonſo, that we could mend 
the Syſtem : What is this but in Effe&t 
to turn our Backs upon God, and to fer 
up for our ſelves upon our own wretch- 
ed Stock, and implicitly at leaſt to re- 
nounce the ſhadow of his Wings, and 
all the privileges of it 2 - Pull: non pro- 
Spictunt, faith One: Young Birds have 


no 
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no Deſigns, or Forecaſts of their own, 
but are wholly under the Dams Con- 
duct. And if we are allow'd to have 
any our ſelves, be they never ſo deep- 
ly laid, or ſo wiſely contriv'd ; ſo skil- 
fully managed, or ſo vigorouſly pur- 
ſud; We muſt ar laſt intirely ſubmit, 
and facrifice them all to that Sovereign 
Wiſdom, and Power, which ruleth in 
the Kingdoms of Men, and orders 
them in all things according to the 
good pleaſure of his Will. 

To ſfumm up then this whole great 
Duty of Aftance .in Gad, with all the 
Parts, and Branches of it: He truſts 
Regularly in God, that truſts in No- 
thing elſe firſt : And yer ſecondly doth 
every thing he can, or is obligd to do 
by his Duty, : And thirdly, when he hath 
done All, fits down art laſt under the ſha- 
dow of God's Wings, and waits the Suc- 
ceſs in Faith, and Hope, with perfect Re- 
ſignation to God's wiſe and juſt Appoint- 
ment in all chings ; That is the firſt Du- 
ty implied in the Expreſſion a pious 
Truſt, and Confidence in God. The 

\ (2d) Is an ardent and flaming De- 
yotion towards God, and his holy Wor- 
ſhip, and Service in his Temple : Un- 
der the ſhadow of thy Wings will I make 
my Reſuge ; "tis certainly an Alluſion " 

| the 
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the Holy of Holics, where was the Ark 
of the Covenant, the Symbol of God's 
gracious preſence ; over which the Che- 
rubim of Glory ſtretcht forth their 
Wings on high, and 'ſhadowed the 
Mercy-ſeat : Between which Wings was 
God's Dwelling-place, his Shekinah, or 
Majeſtatique Preſence. And therefore 
when Ruth the Moabiteſs became Profſe- 
lyte to the Jewiſh Religion, and Wor- 
ſhip ; ſhe is faid to come to truf?f un- 
der the Wings of the God of Iſrael, 
Ruth 11. 12. | 

There are alfo 4/z Ecclefarum, which, 
we meet with in Church-writers ; as 


we corruptly call them ' the /ſles of 


Churches ; and in the Goſpel! it ſelf 
AepSua Ts T7, Penacles, or (if we will 
render it cloſe, and juſt) Wings of the 
Temple : From the ſaving Covert and 
Protetion whereof, as 'tis the Devil's 


Buſineſs to tempt, and withdraw us, 


and fo to caſt us down from one of our 
nobleſt Heights, and Defences : So on 
che contrary, holy . David's great Ex- 
ample here, and the clear Importance 
of the Words of my Text, lcad us di- 
rely thither(thar is the laſt, and moſt 
illuſtrious Reſort of the Expreilion ) 
and bring us up with Boldneſs to 
ſeek, and make our Refuge cyen ye 

| er 
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der the Wings of the Cherubim of 
Glory. +: 7 | 

- And indeed, Where can we find 'on 
Earth ſo ſafe; or ſo comfortable a Re- 
treat, when Calamitics affail,” or threa- 
ten us, 'as' here in” the. ' Houſe of our 
God ? Doth ' not + his Croſs ſtand over. 
t on purpole,” to dire us hither, - when 
we' are ready to fink under tlic Bur- 
then of our- own + When 'God's Judg- 
ments are” abroad in the*World, -and: 
the Avenger. of) our | Sins-/purlues us ; 
More- parcicularly,- Wir: the Land ''is- 
mov'd, and: divided; whetv' the Pillars 
thereof ſhake, and: tremble,:: and © the 
Foundations: are"'teady to be caſt down? 
When all--chings are in: Ferment, and: 
in Commotioh: round 'about* us, and 
Mens Hearts'' ready to'faiti::them for: 
Fear, -and for looking after thoſe things: 
which are' coming upon- the | Earth's: 
Where ſhould we rather take Sanctuary, 
where carwe more probably. find Help; 
and Redreſs,: than at the Altar -of the; 
God of Mercy, and- under the ſhadow 
of the Wings of his Mercy-ſeat ? | 
. This was holy David's ſteddy Re- 
ſolve, when his Hearr was overwhelm- 
ed, as he ſpeaks, P/al., Ixi. 2. { will abide 
in thy T, —_— for ever ; I will truſt 
(or, {will make my Refuge) in the Covert 
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of thy Wings, ver. 4. And when his Af- 
flictions put him beſide that Guard, ſet. 
him art Diſtance from thoſe happy Op- 
portunities, took him down from thoſe 
bleſſed Heights : Yer till, :even ar the. 
loweſt, 7 will-lift 'up mine eyes, ſaith he, 
te the Hills ; (atleaſt caſt a lang Look 
roward $zoy) from whence cometh my 
Help. This, was the Sting of all his 
Sorrows, ' as it ;were the Calamity Roy»: 
al; he fo groans. under, almoſt n every: 
Pſalm ; nor that - Saul, or. Abſalom; had: 
driven him ffom his own; but from God's 
Houſe. Though the Holy, Land was of 


no large Extent :, Yet.as if he had been; 


baniſht to. the-; Antipodes: ;; From - the 
Ends of the-Eartb; faith he,: have 7 cried 
«ta. thee, Plal. Ixi. 2 Though his De- 
votion conſtgrated every: place he canie 
into ; turn'd che; Cave ..inta. a Chappel, 
and-the Wilderneſs of - J#dah into Holy 
Ground ; and. ] had. almoſt; faid, ever 
Gath of the-Phzliftins into a Holy City ; 
(for we . have Plalms dated from every 
One of thefe ;) Yer ſtil} : he ſighs, 04 
reſtore me, Oh bring mt,' Oh: ſet me up 
apoii a Rock that 1s . higher than IT : He 
means without Doubt the Hill .of $ox, 
the Pico of Jewry, where God's Houſe 
was eftabliſht upon the tops of the Moun- 
tains, as the Prophet ſpeaks, E/a. ii. 2. 

Men, 
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Men, and Brethren, you that make 
up. the more popular part of this mixt 


:; Audience ; Let: me freely ſpeak to you 


| of the Patriarch David , and of your 
' ſelves. Bleſſed be the Mercies of God, 


— note a renin ele wat ee 4 aa. Ac, - 


you lie under no ſuch Reſtraint, or In- 
terdidt, as hedid :, You are not baniſhc 
into. the Wilderneſs, nor ſhut up in the 
Cave : The Doors of God's Houle ſtand 
open to you, if you pleaſe ; and the 
Wings of his Mercy are ftretcht out 
wide to invite; and receive.you ; would 
you: bur come in, and put, your, ſelves 
under the ſhadow of them. : ;Ler it not 
be. faid, that your. Curioſity,, or ſome 
worſe Humour leads you: quite another | 
way-: That youarc over-carcful, and trou- 
bled about | many +things, which belong 
not to .you, While. you neglect the one 
thing neceſlary,\the ;great Duty of this, 


| and; of every Day ;. namely. ro, implore. 


God's Mercy, .and Proteftion upon - the 
King and kis Kingdoms, and his DireCti- 
on, and Bleſſing upon the public Coun- 
ſels, Let my Counſel, I pray; be accep- 
table unto you. © Study to be quiet, and 
to. do your own Buſineſs : And that 
lies not in the Courr, . or in the Palace, 
but here in the Temple. "Tis not to 
liſten. at the Doors of the two Houſes 


of Parliament, or to ' Eyes-drop the 
| Council- 
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Council-Chamber ; bur ro wait in your 
proper Stations with Modeſty, and Pas' 
tience, what Aviſoes, and Commands are 
ſent you from thence, and ro comply 
with them.” * Inſtead of thronging, and 
peſtering the Galleries, 4tid {Avenues of 
thoſe places,” where Matters of 'State are 
upon the Table ; whar a'blefſed Appear-'' 
ance Wwete "It in times of Danger, ſuch * 
as this'is; to fee the” Church Doors "at" 
ways open, and- the 'great Stream, 'and” 
Shole of People contihually flowing thi- 
ther ; and to find fome'of-you always: 
upon the 'Floor there, "Weeping betweek- 
the Porch, aud the Altar, id fiying, Spare : 
thy Pegple, OW Lord, and give not thy Fes 
ritage to Reproach. 'Thow Vaſt. brought\#p* 
a Vine qut of Fgypt * Thot haſt cafÞ out * 
the Heathen, and plated it." Lt uot the 
Wild Boar out of the Whod- root it up, »bv- 
the Wild Beaſt of the Field -devour-it © Let 
thy Hand be upon the Man of thy Fight” 
Hand, whom thou haſt made {ſo ſtrong for” 
thy ſelf. © "Keep him, as the Apple of thine 
Eye. "Hide. him under the ſhadow of thy- 
Wings. Let 'his Days be many,- atid his' 
Reign proſperous ; and under his ſhadow' 
let bot Church and' State long fioutiſh : 
And let them be confounded, and driven 
backward as many as have Evil Will at 
Sion, 
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To futniſh out an Office for ſuch dai- 
ly Devorions, tis but to take your Plal- 
ter. along with you in your Hand,whicly 
is full of them. Bur eſpecially ter me 
commend to you that Decad of Pſalms, 
which begins with the 54h. ard fo on : 
which may ſcem to bave been put coge- 
ther on purpoſe for ſuch an Occaſion. 
This would be indeed effeftually to 
tranſcribe holy David's Copy, in this 
his Exemplary, and ardent Devotion : 
which is the ſecond Duty requird in 
the Text, to prepare us for the pro- 
rection of God's Wing. ' There is but 
one more behind ; and thar is 

( 3.) Conſtant Perſeverance in botly 
the former. 

In the two former you have ſeen Hos 
ly Davzd putting himdelf under the ſha- 
> As of God's Wings, and making good® 
his Refuge there, by Acts of Faith and 
Devotion. And being once there, no 
Storm thall bear him off, no Diſcourage- 
ment ſhall drive him away, no Delay 
ſhall weary him our. If God kills him, 
%is all one, hee'l rruſt in him ſtill, and 
dic in his Arms : For here he hath ſer up 
his Reſt, and Donec traufrerint, he 1s 
ſteddily refolv'd ; his Refuge is, and 
thall bz, here, till theſe Calamities are 
over-palt. 
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But here we muſt take hced of a great 
Miſtake. There are, that.-hold the Do- 
ec in the [Text too hard, and ſtiff ; are 
too punctual, and preciſe with God in 
it: who will truſt in him, it may be, 
and ply their Devotions juſt ſo long, as 
till the Calamity be paſt : Bur chen on 
the ſudden rheir Truſt grows feeble, 
and their Devotion cold, and heartleſs : 
No ſooner deliver d, but like old 7/- 
rael, they forget-God at the Sea, even at 
the Red-Sea ;---Uſe him like Themiftecle's 
Pianetrees, under which Men run for 
thelter in Storm, but the Shower once 
over, they pluck off the Branches, turn 
their Backs, and away. 

Nay, but there is in Scripture Lan- 
guage an infinite and an interminable 
Donec, which never expires. //e knew 
#:r not, till ſhe brought forth ; Nay he 
never knew her. In ſpight of ZHelvidi- 
us armpliyd, (as the Greek Church 
ſtile her) A Virgin before, and in, and 
after the Birth, of our Lord, and for c- 
ver. Ay, that's the Virgin's Soul indecd, 
that keeps ever cloſe to her heavenly 
Spouſe: Not only runs under his Wings 
for Shelrer,when Calamities aftright her, 
{aying, Spread thy Skirt over me, and 
then itrays away again, as ſoon as ever 


the flattering Calm, and Sun-ſhinc of 
Proſe 
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Proſperity: /tempts her abroad. As our 
Lord harh given us an everlaſting Do- 
ec: Lo Tam with you, faith he, ril the 
end” of the World : (Not that he will 
leave us then, but take us yet nigher 
unto himſelf, and ſo we /hal/ ever be with 
the Lord, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks :) So 
muſt we alſo have One for him of the 
ſame Latitude, and Extenſion. For e- 
ver under the Shadow of his Wings ; 
till this ſingle Tyranny , as in the old 
Tranſlation; ti theſe C1lamities, as in 
the New ; or as the Hebrew implies, 
till all, and evcry of our Calamities be 
overpaſt ; Both before, and in, and af- 
ter Calamities, ſtill under the Shadow 
of God's Wings. While they laſt, 'ris 
In the Shadow of thy Wings will I truſt : 
and when they are paſt, *cis /» the 
Shadow of thy Wings, will T rejoyce ; that's 
all the Difference. As the Scenes ſhift, 
our Devotion muſt improve, and Ad- 
yance too; till our Prayer be heighten®d 
into Praiſe, (as I truſt c're long it will 
be) our Hope ({wallowed in Enjoyment, 
and our Truſt ſublimared, and made to 
flowre up into Joy, and Triumph : 
When the ſame God, that rais'd David 
from the Cave to the Throne, ſhall 
tranſlate us alſo from the Shadow of his 
Wings into the Light of his Counte- 

L 2 nance : 
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nance : 'To the Beatifical. Viſiqni wheres 
of he of his Mercy bring us, 'who hath 
fo dearly bought it for us, Jeſus Chrift 
the Righteous : To whom with thee; 
O Father, and God the Holy 'Ghoſt,. be 
alcribed of us, and all the Creatures in 
Heaven, and Earth, Blefling, Honour, 
Glory, and Power, both NOW; and for 
evermore. Amen. 
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Printed for, and;;are ro''be Sold by, 
1 .: Thomas: [Saſlett,- at the George | ncar 

10 Its Durſtas Churctri in Fleet-ſtreer. 

A an Converſation, purpolcly Written 
, to: Vindicate and Iniprove the Reli- 
gious Socierics' of tate Y ears,” exected in the 
Ciries of London, Glocefter,  &. :iBy Phils+ 
patris and Philadelphus, Memibers of the. 
Church of Enxlaxd. 

Now in the'Preſs, An Etiay, concerning 
Muman Uuderſtanding, with ag Aecliadus, 
By Mr. John Lock. ; 

Newly Reprinted in Folio, A Colledion 
of Caſes and other Diſcourles, lately Writ- 
ten, to the Communion of the Church of 
England, by ſome Divines of the City of 
London; to Which is prefixed a Catalogue of 
all the Caſes and Diſcourfes, with the Au- 


thors Names ; together with three Tables : 


containing, 1. The Contents of each Diſ- 
courles 


Praiical Diſcourſe concetning-Chriftſ- 


A Catalogue of Books, &c. 


courſe. 2. The Scriptures Illuſtrated and 
Occaſionally explained. $3. The ſeveral Aus» 
chors cited and examined .' SAY 

The Engliſh Examiner ; Or, A Spelling Book : 
Containing, 1. Rules for Spe//ng, Reading, 
and Pronouncing of our Engliſh Tongue, 
by way of Queſtion and anſehs » 2. Words 
from One to Six or Seven Syllables, both 
common Names, and alſo proper, divided ac- 
cording to the Rules. 3.Words alike in Sound, 
bur of different Senſe and: Signification. * 4. 
Numeral Letters and Figures ; -the Names of 
the Books in Scripture ; the Months and 
Quarters in.the Year ; Engliſh words con- 
tracted, and the Ule of great Letters. La/tly, 
is; added the Practice of Reading, or the 
way of Teaching ro Read by Verſes, -thar 
have Words therein only of one Syllable. 
By / Richard Brown, late Engliſh Writimz-Ma- 
fter of Rugby, in the County of Warwick, but 
now of the City of Coventry: 

An Enquiry into the Cauſes of Diſeaſes in 
general, and the Diſturbances of the Hu- 
mours in Man's Body ; wherein the Nature 
of the Blood, of the Air, and of a Peſtilential 
Conſtitution, are briefly conſidered ; roge- 
ther with ſome Obſervations, ſhewing where- 
in the Venom of Vipers, particularly, that 
of the Engliſh Adder, doth conſiſt. By Sax- 
ford Walferſtan, M. A, 
| Remarks 


A Catalogue of Books, &. 


- Remarks made in Travels through France 
and taly, with many Public Inſcriptions : 
Lately taken by a Perſon of Quality. 

An Eſſay of Tranſmigration in Defence 
of Pythagorus : Or, a Diſcourle of Natural 
Philoſophy. By Mr. Bulſtrode. 

The Toung Clerks Tutor, Enlarged : Being 
a moſt uſeful Colle&tion of the beſt Prefi- 
dents of Recognizances, Obligations, Con- 
ditions, Acquittances, Bills of Sale, War- 
rants of Attorneys, &c. As alſo all the Names 
of Men and Women, in Latin, with the day 
of the Date, the ſeveral Sums of Money, 
and the addition of ſeveral Trades and Em- 
ployments, in their proper Caſes, as they 
ſtand in the Obligations ; rogether. with di- 
reftions of Writs of Zabeas Corpus, Writs of 
Error, &c. to the inferiour Courts in Cities 
and Towns ; Likewile the beſt Preſidents. of 
all manner of Concords, of Fines, and Di- 
retions how to Sue out a Fine, with ma- 
ny Judicious Obſeryations therein, with ma- 
ny other things very neceſlary, and readily 
fitting every Man's Occaſion; as by an ex- 
a&t Table of what is contained in this Book, 
will appear. To which is Annexed ſeveral 
of the beſt Copies, both of Court and Chan- 
cery Hands, now extant. By Edward Cocker. 

Regula Placitandi : A Colleion of {peci- 
al Rules, for Pleading from the Declaration 
to the Uluc, in Actions real, Perſonal and 
mix 


A Catalogue of Books, &c, 


mixt with the diſtinCtion of:Words, to be 
uſed therein, or refuſed, Alſo Dire&tions 
for laying of Actions, of the Time of bring 
ing them, and of the Perſons:to bring the 
lame : Together with ſome : Remarks and 
Obſcrvations, touching Averments, Notice; 
Requeſt or Demand, Juſtifications, Innuen- 
dos, Protdltando, Traverſe, Averment, dou- 
ble Pleas, Abatements, Demutrrers, Tryals,. . 
Verdicts, Judgments, Writs of Error, Eſtop- 
pels and Concſuſtons ; with - divers Prece- 
dents Illuſttating and Explaming the fame : 
Very uſeful and neceſſary for Clerks, Ar- 
torneys,. and Solicitors, | &c.. , The ſecond 
Edition Corrected. 

The Works 'of Bey. fohnfou, which were 
formerly Printed in two Volums, are now 
Re-princed in one, to which is added a Co- 
medy, called, The New Inn, with Additions, 
never before Publiſhed. 

Now in the. Preſs, a Catalogue of the 
Common and Statute Law Books of this 
Realm, with Additions. - | 

The Principles and Duties of natursl Reli- 
2i0n, Two Books : By the Right Reverend 
Father in God, Joh» late Lord Biſhop of 
Cheſter ; to which is added, a Sermon Preach- 
ed at his Funeral. By William Lloyd, D. D. 
Dean of Bangor, and Chaplain tm Ordinary 
to his Majeſty. 
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